Chinese presHtant congratulates Arafat 

HONG KONG (AFP) — Chinese President Jiang Zemin on Wednesday 
congratulated visiting Palestine Liberation Organisation (PLO) Chairman 
Yasser Arafat on die signing of the IsraeLPLO peace accord last week. 
The accord resulted from “the long-term straggle of the Palestinian 
people and the flexible ami practical policies adopted by the PLO," Mr. 
Jiang was quoted as saying by die Xinhua News Agency, monitored here. 
‘‘For that, we once again extend congratulations and express admiration 
for President Arafat's foresight and sagacity,'* Mr. Jiang said during an 
80-mhmtc meeting with the PLO leader. Mr. Arafat arrived in Peking 
Wednesday for a three-day vis it at Mr. Jiang’s invitation. Quoting the 
Chinese proverb, “the force of the wind tests the strength of the grass," 
Mr. Jiang said the traditional friendship between China and the PLO had 
survived die test of recent, world events. “We are glad to see that the 
Palestinian 'people have made important achievements in realising their 
goal.” he added. During the meeting, Mr. Arafat expressed his gratitude 
for Peking’s past support and said be hoped China would continue to play 

a constructive role m the settlement of the Middle East issue. Both men 
agreed on die need to further develop bilateral relations. 
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Iraq frees Swedes held for iEEegsI! onsr^; 

BAGHDAD (AFP) — Iraq Wednesday released three Swedish em- 
ployees of the teleconununkations firm Ericsson who were sentenced n 
year ago to seven years in prison for illegal entry. Stefan Wihlboip, 22. 
Ch rister Strocmgrcn, 43. and Leif Westerb, 42. told a news conference at 
Baghdad's AJ Rashid hotel that they had been well-treated the .-.t-u 
Ghraib prison, where they shared the same cell. They were to leave the 
Iraqi capital by road for Amman later Wednesday or Thursday at the 
latest. Other westemere imprisoned in Iraq for illegal entry were in e.x&i 
health, the Swedes said. Iraq has linked the freeing of the prisoners to the 
release of frozen Iraqi assets in the West. The three engineers from 
Stocholm were sentenced to seven years in prison on Sept. 2U, I *M2. jftcr 
straying across the Iraai-Kuwaiti border slightly more than wo wce!.t 
earuer. They bad tefi Kuwait Gty for Sabriya. an oil field north of the 
Kuwaiti capital, where they were to install mobile telephone base stations, 
but they lost their way and droved into Iraq. Mr. Wihlborg. looking fit. 
said they bad no maps ar the time and that no one in Kuwait had briefed 
them On the border area. 


Votnme 17 Number 5417 


AMMAN THURSDAY-FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 25-24, 1993, RABJE* AL THAN! 6-7, 1414 


Price; 553 Per 


Yeltsin, hardliners duel 

Russian president gamers broad support against rivals 


Combined agency dispatches' 

MOSCOW — President Boris 
Yeltsin, backed by the military 
and cheered in the street by 
civilians, said Wednesday be did, 
not intend to use force against) 
hardline lawmakers wbo were 
trying to set up a rival govern-^ 
menL 

Pedestrians applauded Mr. 
Yeltsin- when be made a brief 
impromptu appearance Wednes- 
day with his military commanders 
in Pushkin Square, one of Mos- 
cow’s busiest places. He told the ' 
hundreds of people wbo sur- 
rounded him that most Russians 
supported his decision to dissolve 
parliament and order new elec- 
tions in December. 

Tuesday’s announcement 
amounted tp a coup against Mr. 
Yeltsin's longtime foes, a bold 
gamble to break the stalemate 
that has paralysed Russian gov- 
ernment form ore than a year. En 
route, however, Mr. Yeltsin 
trampled the Soviet-era constitu- 
tion, a document he has been 
trying to replace, and enraged 
those against his reforms. 

“We would not like and do not 
intend to use any force,” Mr. 
Yeltsin told the crowd. “We want 
everything to go peacefully, with- 




of any 


mUftia troops stand by 

Bops aear the government 
pro bl ems Mowing Presi- 


out blood. This is our principal 
task.” 

Onlookers shouted: “We sup- 
port yon" and "president, you 
must take Russia out of the dead- 
lock.” 

Defence Minister Pavel 
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Saudi monarch 

AMMAN (Petra) — His Majesty 
King Hussein Wednesday sent a 
cabjjp of taopd to_ Xing 

Fahd - of Mwf "Arabia *« Tbs 
country’s national day. HewSshed . 
King Fahd continued health and 
the Saudi people farther progress 
and prosperity. 

Arabs lobby for 
Security Council seat 

CAIRO (R) — The 22-member 
Arab League will lobby on the 
hinges of the United Nations 
General Assembly tins week for a 
permanent Arab seat on the 
Security Council, league sources 
said Wednesday. League foreign 
ministers who met in Cairo Sun- 
day and Monday agreed a state- 
ment saving if tire permanent 
membership of the Security 
Council was expanded from the 
current five to include Japan, 
Germany, and other countries, 
they would ask for an Arab seaL 

Israeli army denies 
Katyusha attack 

TEL AVTV (AP) — the army 
denied Wednesday that any 
Katyusha rockets were fired at 
northern Israel from Lebanon 
and raised the possibility that the 
ordnance was fired mistakenly 
from an Israeli base nearby. The 
statement came several hours af- 
ter residents in the border town of 
Kiryat Shmone and Israel Radio 
reported that a rocket had landed 
nearby, causing no damage or 
. injury. The army never confirmed 
whether a rocket landed at tire 
time saying it was checking the 
reports. Later it said that after an 
investigation into the claims it 
turned out that “no Katyusha was 
fired into Israeli territory.” 

Ciller defends Turkey’s 
human rights 

BERLIN (R) — Turkish Prime 
Minister Tansu Ciller, under fire 
from, critics of her country’s hu- 
man rights record, said on 
Wednesday that the Kurds of 
Turkey had far more rights than 
Tories living in Germany. Ms. 
Oiler, who provoked demonstra- 
tions by exiled Kurds during her 
three-day visit, told journalists 
before leaving Berlin mere were 
no minorities and no discrimina- 
tion in Turkey. She repeated her 
call for Germany to grant 
citizenship to its 1.8 mflhon- 
strong Turkish minority, 

Oman signs deal - 

for border survey 

MUSCAT (R)— Oman Wednes- 
day signed an agreement wnh 
German company Hansa Luftwld 
to cany out a detailed survey of 
its border with Yemen, estab- 
lished by the two countries m 
October last year. " 


Grachev told the crowd he had' 
meetings with top commanders 
and the military "unequivocally 
support the president as 
commander-in-chief. ” 

Mr. Yeltsin’s high-stakes gam- 
ble could determine what kind of 


dent Boris Yeitrin’s TV address dissolving parlia- 
ment (AFP photo) 


government emerges from the 
chaos of the post-Soviet era. And 
it could finally sente the question 
of who rules Russia: The presi- 
dent or parliament. 

Mr. Yeltsin has garnered broad 
support in* his offensive. Worid 


leaders and Russia's constituent 
republics backed his dissolution 
of the Soviet-era parliament to 
call new elections. 

He wasted no time in appoint- 
ing new ministers despite counter 
moves by the defiant parliament 
which named his arch rival Vice 
President Alexander Rutskoi as 
president Tuesday. 

Pressing ahead with his econo- 
mics reforms, Mr. Yeltsin offi- 
cially appointed Yegor Gaidar as 
first deputy prime minister in 
charge of the economy and 
announced the appointment of 
Oleg Davidov as minister of fore- 
ign economic relations to replace 
Sergei Glaziyev, who resigned 
late Tuesday. 

Mr. Gaidar was one of the 
main architects of the “shock 
therapy” which has catapulted 
Russia out of the communist sys- 
tem and into capitalism, causing 
massive inflation, growing unem- 
ployment and provoking bitter 
criticism of Mr. Yeltsin's reforms. 

Mr. Yeltsin on Tuesday dis- 
solved parliament and oil led elec- 
tions to a new bicameral federal 
assembly on December 11 and 
12, scrapping the old-guard Con- 
gress of People's Deputies. 

In a letter to U.N. Secretary 
General Boutros Ghali he said he 

(Continued on page 10) 


Refugees cannot vote in 
Jordan mid occupied lands 

Kingdom, PLO agree on no duplication 


TEL AVIV (AP) — Israel’s par-, 
li ament Wednesday entered its 
second day of acrimonious debate 
over the government's peace 
agreement with the Palestine Li- 
beration Organisation (PLO), 
while Israeli media speculated 
about early elections. 

Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Rabin's coalition was fighting for 
a convincing majority to back the 
accord, with its ultra-religious 
coalition partner, Shas, deman- 
ding a national referendum on 
foe issue. 

Mr. Rabin's spokesman. Gad 
Ben-Ari, said that Mr. Rabin 
opposed a nationwide poll on the 
agreement that outlines Palesti- 
nian autonomy starting in foe 
occupied Gaza Strip and the West 
Bank town of Jericho. 

“What is needed is a simple 
majority, which we hope and 
behove we will have," Mr. Ben- 
Ari said. Without Shas, the coali- 
tion governs 61 seats with foe 
backing of five Arab legislators. 

Likud legislator asked the ple- 
num to vote against foe agree- 
ment, saying it destroyed the 
.work of a generation. 

“I don’t know if this will be a 
real agreement that will bear 
results,” Mr. Meridor said. “But 
the destruction of the work of a 
generation ... is very grave, even 
if nothing comes out of this, and 
even if something does.” 

Mr. Ben-Ari also denied a re- 
port in foe mass-circulation daily 
Maariv that Mr. Rabin would 
consider calling early elections if 
he won only 61 votes in the 
120-seat parliament on Thursday. 

However, a senior political 
source said such a slim majority 
would call into question the coali- 
. tiorTs ability to function. 

The source, who demanded 
anonymity, said that Mr. Rabin 
had the option of seeking new 
coalition partners which would 
avoid new elections. 

But, if Mr. Rabin is forced to 
turn to right-wing parties it could 
derail momentum towards agree- 
t uient with Syria and other Arab 
'.states. 

’ An estimated 80,000 Israelis 
demonstrated against the accord 
outside the parliament dnring the 
stormy debate which lasted late 
into Tuesday night. Israel Radio 
said 34 members spoke. All 120 
members of parliament will be 
allowed to speak. 

" The protesters warned the 
PLO-Israel accord would lead to 
a Palestinian state that would 
endanger Israeli security. They 
carried a black coffin with the 
word “Zionism" on it to drama- 
tise their point. 


AMMAN (AFP) — Palestinian 
refugees living in Jordan will not 
be allowed to take part in elec- 
tions in both the Kingdom and 
the Israeli ^occupied territories, a 
Jordanian official said Wednes- 
day. 

Cabinet Affairs Minister Jawad 
Anani said foe decision not to 
allow the refugees to take part in 
both elections was taken at talks 
here Monday and Tuesday be- 
tween King Hussein and Pales- 
tine Liberation Organisation 
(PLO) Chairman Yasser Arafat. 

“We agreed on the principle . 
that there should not be duplica- 
tion,” be said, adding that “the 
joint (Jordanian-Palestinian) 
committees will have to work out 
■the modalities." 

Jordan holds its first multi- 
party parliamentary elections in 
37 years on Nov. 8 . 

Balloting is set for July 1994 for 
a Palestinian council which is to 
run foe areas of the occupied 
territories set to achieve auton- 
omy in line ’with: an agreement 
sig ed by the PLO and Israel in 
Was 'ington on Sept. 13. 

Under foe accord, the occupied 
Gaza Strip and West Bank town 
of Jericho are to become auton- 
omous next month. 

Israel has agreed to discuss foe 
return of some 350,000 Palesti- 
nian refugees from the 1967 
Arab-Israeli war as part of the 
autonomy deal, but opposes foe 



Jawad A1 Anani 

return of foe 736,000 who fled in 
1948. 

The figures are estimated by 
foe United Nations and have 
swelled to about two million reg- 
istered refugees today. 

According to Amman, tbe pos- 
sibility of return mus, 'poly to the 
672,000 Palestinians it says 'were 
displaced by the 1967 war and are 
still residing in Jordan. 

Jordan has been home to 
another 1,080.000 Palestinian re- 
fugees from 1948, when the Jew- 
ish state was created. 

Dr. Anani said the return of 
refugees would be debated by foe 


Palestine Central Council in 
Tunis in the next two weeks and 
discussed bilaterally between Jor- 
dan and the Palestinians. 

The PLO will then raise with 
Israel the terms agreed upon to 
facilitate the return of the largest 
number of refugees. 

“Of course there is a long list of 
details to be discussed, bow many 
per day, what papers u> carry, 
property rights, etc..” be said. 

He also said that Jordan re- 
fuses to participate in the quadri- 
partite Israeli-Palestinian- 
Egyptian-Jordanian committee 
on refugees mentioned in the 
PLO-Israeli accord. 

“We are not going to be a party 
of any arrangement done in our 
absence and will not accept duties 
and functions assigned to us that 
we did not agree on,” he said. - 

'That does not mean we are 
not going to cooperate on the 
issue.” he said. 

On Amman's decision to limit 
foe enny of Palestinians from the 
territories. Dr. Anani said foe 
PLO and Jordan agreed on 
adopting measures to avoid an 
influx of people, especially from 
the economically-strapped Gaza 
Strip, into the Kingdom (see page 
3). 

Only Palestinians with business 
in Jordan will henceforth be 
admitted. They will be required 
to leave once foeir affairs are 
settled, he stressed. 


Slain Fateh leader laid to rest 


Combued agency dispatches 

OCCUPIED GAZA STRIP — 
Representatives of Palestinian 
factions in the Gaza Strip united 
Wednesday for the funeral of a 
senior Fateh leader who was 
assassinated after giving a speech 
supporting foe Israef-Palestine 
Liberation Organisation (PLO) 
self-rule deal. 

PLO leaders have vowed to 
find and punish the killers of 
Mohammad Abu Shaaban, a 38- 
year-old lawyer and one of the 
most outspoken advocates of the 
PLO’s peace agreement with 
Israel. 

But foe identity of the .killers 
remained unclear with some PLO 
officials saying Mr. Abu Shaaban 
was victim of an internal dispute 
within the mainstream PLO 
group Fateh. Fateh itself blamed 
non-Palestinian hardliners 
opposed to peace. 

More than 2,000 people block- 
ed traffic in Gaza Gty as they 


walked behind the Abu 
Shaaban’s coffin which rested a 
bier draped with a Palestinian 
flag. Young men carried Palesti- 
nian flags and a picture of Mr. 
Abu Shaaban shaking Mr. Ara- 
fat’s hand. 

Israeli soldiers without helmets 
or weapons watched as the pro- 
cession stopped and tbe coffin 
was placed in a hearse. 

The crowd chanted “whoever 
killed Abu Shaaban is a traitor” 
but the turnout was much smaller 
than some observers had ex- 
pected, suggesting the assassina- 
tion had had a smaller impact 
than anticipated. 

Some officials said Mr. Abu 
Shaaban was the first victim of 
internal political strife since Israel 
and the PLO signed an accord 
granting the nearly two million 
Palestinians in the occupied terri- 
tories limited self-rule. 

"The PLO strongly condemns 
this crime and rejects any 
attempts to portray it as related 


to political disputes among 
Palestinian groups over the 
Israel-PLO declaration of princi- 
ples,” PLO information chief 
Yasser Abed Rabbo said. 

Mr. Abed Rabbo would not 
elaborate on why Mr. Abu 
Shaaban was killed. 

The Islamic Resistance Move- 
ment (Hamas), an opponent of 
the PLO-Israel agreement and 
strongly backed in the Gaza 
Strip, condemned the assassina- 
tion in a statement released in 
Amman. 

Hamas “strongly condemns 
political assassinations ... and re- 
jects confrontation between the 
sons of our people, whatever 
their political differences,” the 
statement said. 

The organisation accused 
Israeli agents of murdering Mr. 
Abu Shaaban and sent a delega- 
tion to offer condolences to his 
family. 
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ARMY CELEBRA TIONS: His Majesty King Hus- 
sein, the Supreme Commander of tbe Jordanian 
Armed Forces, Wednesday attended a ceremony 
marking foe Royal Artflkxy Corps* anniversary 
and watched exercises with live amnumitioa. The 
King also hyrtwl an exhibition of military 
equipment and arms used by foe Royal Artillery 
Corps. In recognition of tbe efficiency and skill of 
the troops, foe King c onf erred tin: Jordanian Al 
Kawfcab Medal of foe First Order on the whole 


■ — . 

corps. The corps commander prcsecttxl tlz-j wLfag 
with a symbolic gill on foe occcsioo. Present al the 
ceremony were Their Royal Hi?Imess?s Tr-zce 
AbdnDah, Prince Faisal, Prince Ali, Chief Chncn- 
berbrin Prince Ra’d Ben Zeid. Royal Court Chief 
Khaied Karaki and senior array officers. Earlier 
the King called at foe Army Hcadauart-jrs aad met 
with Lieutenant General Abdul Hafez ItGrre, chair- > 
man of the Joint Chiefs of Staff. They discussed [ 
issues of concern to the Armed Forces. I 


Jordan and the PLO — fee 
for new kind of relationsM^ 


Magnanimity, mutual interests put two on track 


By a Jordan limes 
Staff Reporter 


WHEN YASSER Arafat ar- 
rived in Amman on Sept. 20, 
on a visit that was supposed to 
take place before the week of 

jputiu!_rec 0 gxution_and the 

signing of foe autonomy agree- 
ment with Israel, Jordan had 
signed its own -agenda deal 
with the Jewish state and was 
now ready to start a new kind 
of relationship with the Pales- 
tine Liberation Organisation 
(PLO). His Majesty King Hus- 
sein extended a red carpet wel- 
come to the PLO chairman and 
lost no time in informing him 
that Jordan, having quickly 
gotten over its hard feelings of 
the past several weeks, would 
extend all possible help and 
assistance to make the auton- 
omy plan work. 

Although Mr. Arafat seems 
to have taken for granted that 
such a Jordanian altitude was 
eventually inevitable, he was 
all the more grateful because it 
came at exactly the time when 
he needed it most. President 
Hafez Al Assad of Syria had 
just told an Egyptian newspap- 
er that be was totally unhappy 
with the PLO-Israel deal, even 


though he would not go out of 
his way to oppose it. 

Being the “ultimate gentle- 
man in politics,” as one Jorda- 
nian insider put it. King Hus- 
sein uttered not a word of 
blame for foe way Mr. Arafat 
handled the negotiations lead- 
ing ro foe agreement with 
Israel. Jordan was the PLO’s 
full partner in the peace nego- 
tiations and the two leaders 
had signed a deal (bade in 
February 1985) over a 
Jordanian-Palestinian confed- 
eration; yet the PLO chose to 
go it alone and signed a deal 
for a truncated mini-state with 
Israel without the approval of a 
partner who also stood to- lose 
from it. 

news analysis 

What the Monarch did in- 
stead was to inform his guest 
that Jordan would agree to all 
Palestinian requests for assist- 
ance in foe fields of security, 
training and organisation in foe 
period leading up to the imple- 
mentation of the accord and 
beyond. 

Mr. Arafat's response was 
predictably enthusiastic and 
very encouraging, according to 


senior officials who attended 
the meetings. The Palestinian 
president knows that without 
fall Jordanian cooperation, the 
implementation of the “Gaza- 
Jericho first" plan would be 
extremely difficult, if no: 
altogether impossible. Eel 
whether he also raa •;s2s, icd is 
ready, to meet what Jcrim 
needs in return for Sts coopera- 
tion and assistance is no; very 
clear yet. 

The King has publicly said 
that he will ask for nothing in 
lieu of extending support to the 
Oslo agreement and for having 
been the major recipient of 
negative fallout from the 
Palestinian problem. But 
beyond the magnanimity, 
there are real concerns for 
Jordan: Its well-being end very 
survival, which Mr. Arafat can 
and should address if the new 
relationship is to be different 
from earlier failed attempts to 
forge lasting bonds. 

Foremost on the Jordanian 
establishment's mir.ti is the 
issue and future of Palestinians 
living in Jordan and who are 
estimated to be half of foe 
population. The King, in re- 
cent statements and in private. 

(Continued aa pa .32 :•?) 


Mubarak, Assad seek fel 
in Syria -Israel negotfe: 


Combined agency dispatches 

ALEXANDRIA, Egypt — 
Egyptian President Hosni Mubar- 
ak held talks with his Syrian 
counterpart Hafez Al Assad here 
Wednesday and called for a re- 
newed effort to break the dead- 
lock in Syrian-Israeli peace nego- 
tiations. 

“We cannot put aside Syria, 
because Syria is so important in 
this period," Mr. Mubarak told 
reporters following bis three-hour 
meeting with the Syrian leader in 
this summer capital on tbe 
Mediterranean. 

"I differ with (Israeli Prime 
Minister Yitzhak) Rabin when he 
said we can go on one track. One 
track is not enough to reach a 
comprehensive settlement,” the 
Egyptian president said. 

Mr. Rabin alarmed Syria last 
week on his return from tbe 
signing of an agreement with the 
Palestine Liberation Organisa- 
tion (PLO) on limited autonomy 
for the Israeli-occupied territories 
by saying that the Palestinians 
were now the priority and that 
Damascus could wait. 

The Israeli premier held talks 
with Mr. Mubarak on Sunday in 
Alexandria, following a similar 
visit by PLO Chairman Yasser 
Arafat. 

Mr. Mubarak stressed Wednes- 
day that foe Golan Heights seized 
by Israel in 1967 and “annexed" 


in 1981 must be returned to Syria 
if foe Syrian-Israeli conflict is to 
be resolved. 

“The Golan must go to Syria," 
Mr. Mubarak said. “Without giv- 
ing Golan to Syria there will not 
be an end to foe problem." 

In an interview published 
Wednesday, the Egyptian presi- 
dent said Israel was prepared to 
conduct a four-month phased 
withdrawal from the Golan in 
exchange for peace with Syria. 

He also told the Cairo news- 
weekly Al Musawar that U.S. 
troops could form part of an 
international peacekeeping force. 

“I think the circumstances are 
right now for progress on the 
Syrian-Israeli track. Amr Mousa 
sat today (Sunday) with Syrian 
minister Farouk Al Sharaa and 
there are signs that the Israelis 
are ready to withdraw on a times- 
cale of four months and accept a . 
phased withdrawal from the set- 
tlements,” the magazine quoted 
Mr. Mubarak as saying. 

An Arab diplomat said Mr. 
Rabin had told Mr. Mubarak he 
was ready in principle to with- 
draw from the Golan but he could 
not do it immediately for political 
reasons. 

“Rabin has told Mubarak he is 
ready to withdraw from the 
Golan in principle but needed 
some months to evade political 
pressure at home.” foe diplomat 
said. 


At their joint news conference 
after Wednesday’s to'-Us, r.ir. 
Assad and Mr. Mubarak did not 
indicate new progress. 

“Syria is keen on staying in the 
peace process." Mr. Asset; said. 

“The Palestinian-Israel: accord 
does not affect Syria’s position. 

“We will continue the 

end. We want a fair an J cor.'.pre- 
hensive peace in the are j." 

He said differences ber-v.-c 
Israel and Syria are being 
sed at the peace talks in V-i-sr.e:*- 
ton. 

“The Israelis are ready ic: 
phased withdrawal from 
Golan over four months" 
Mubarak said, airhough he failed 
to specify if Mr. Rabin would 
accept a total pullout from foe 
strategic heights. 

Israel was also prepared "to 
deal with the problem of (Jewish l 
settlements (on the Golan) in - 
more progressive way." M*- 
Mubarak added, without ebbor- 
ating. 

Mr. Assad meanwhile ag'in 
criticised the PLO-lsraeii ib-i 
saying it undermined Arab unity- 

“It pained us when we fanned 
of the accord since until then -«H 
the Arab parties had coordinated 
their action.” he said before re- 
turning to Damascus. 

Arab and Israeli officials 
privately talked in the pest of 
Israeli-Syrian plans similar :o me 
one outlined bv Mr. Mubarek. 









Middle East News 


U.N. needed for aid to 


Palestinians, Ghali says 


UNITED NATIONS (R) — are there ...if you want to do 


UNITED NATIONS (R) — 
Secretary-General Boutros Ghali 
said Tuesday the United Nations 
must be involved in the West 
Bank . and Gaza Strip, where 
Palestinians will soon have a mea- 
sure of self-rule, if quick results 
were to be obtained in develop- 
ment and other fields. 

In an interview with Reuters, 
he also said he thought the main 
issue of the 48th General Assem- 
bly session, which opened the 
same day, was: “Finance, fi- 
nance, finance" — a reference to 
the U.N. budget crisis. 

So far the United Nations has 
been shut out of the Palestinian- 
Israeli peace process, and the 
United States is organising the 
first conference in Washington 
shortly to raise money for the 
Palestinian territories. 


something additional, you'll have 
to start from square one, you 


to start from square one. you 
have to send new people, you 
have to begin a new project." 

He said the United Nations 
would be involved not only in 
economic and social matters but 


had been asked by both the Pales- 
tine Liberation Organisation and 
Israel to help with the establish- 
ment of an administration and a 
police force and in organising 
elections. 


Asked about a possible U.N. 
observer or military presence in 
the territories, he' replied: “If 
both of them (the PLO and 
Israel) will ask us, I will have to 


maximum security and I hope 
that nothing will 'happen," Dr. 
Ghali said. 

Since becoming U.N. secret- 
ary-general “we nave additional 
problems." he said, but declined 
to elaborate. 

Asked if he had ruled out a 
second five-year term at the helm 
of the world body, he replied: 
“Oh yes, I hope so. I still have 
three years now ...it is a question 
of age. I am not sure that after 
three years I will be able to 


maintain this momentum.' 


present this to the Security Coun- 
cil. And I hope that the Security 


But Dr. Ghali, calling for U.N. 
coordination, said: “You must 


Council will accept.” 

He noted that U.N. troops or 
military observers were already 
stationed on the Golan Heights, 
on the Israel-Lebanon border and 
in the Sinai. 

Questioned about reports he 
had been the target of death 
threats, the 70-year-old Egyptian 
diplomat said: “This exists since 
my visit to Jerusalem in Novem- 
ber 1977 — I was on all the black 
lists.” 


avoid having a Christmas tree 


where suddenly 20 organisations 
and 20 states will each come with 


its own assistance or its own 
project, and the people of Gaza 
ana the people of the West Bank 
will not be able to cope with 
this.” 

“I believe that one of tbe great 
advantages of the United Nations 
is that it is the only organisation 
which is on the ground," he 
added, referring to the U.N. Re- 
lief and Works Agency for Pales- 
tine Refugees, the U.N. De- 
velopment Programme and the 
U.N. Children’s Fund. 

“If you need quick results, we 


Asked what issues the current 
General Assembly session should 
accord priority, he answered im- 
mediately: “Finance, finance, fi- 
nance.” 

The United Nations is owed 
close to $2 billion in unpaid regu- 
lar budget dues and peacekeeping 
assessments, and the secretary- 
general recently announced a 
number of economy measures, in- 
cluding curtailing meetings and 
cutting down on the distribution 
of documents. 


He was referring to an historic 
visit to Israel by Egyptian Presi- 
dent Anwar Saaat which led to a 
1979 peace* treaty between the 
two countries. Sadat was assassin- 
ated in Cairo by extremists in 
1991. 

“I got accustomed and take the 


1979 peace* treaty between the 


Gulf to discuss cash for Palestinians 


KUWAIT (R) — A meeting of 
oil-rich Gulf states expected be- 
fore die end of the year will 
discuss whether to put die re- 


gion's financial might behind 
Israeli-Palestinian peace efforts. 


Israeli-Palestinian peace efforts. 
Kuwaiti and European Commun- 
ity (EC) officials say. 

“Now it is time that we all work 
in order to enhance peace," 
acting Kuwaiti Foreign Minister 
Abdul Aziz Al Dakhil said after 
talks with a visiting European 
Community (EC) team Tuesday. 


“Financial backing of the 
Israeli-Palestinian peace deal will 
be discussed in the ministerial 
council of tbe Gulf Cooperation 
Council (GCC),’’ the Kuwait 
News Agency quoted Mr. Dakhil 
as saying. 

Foreign ministers of the GCC, 
grouping Bahrain, Kuwait. 
Oman, Qatar, Saudi Arabia and 
the United Arab Emirates 


states can overcome a rift with 
the PLO over its support for Iraq 
during the Gulf war and move 
towards reconciliation in the in- 
terests of Middle East peace. 

Kuwait's ties with the PLO are 
particularly chilly because of its 
support for Iraq during Bagh- 
dacrs 1990-91 occupation. 

But Kuwait officials take care 
to distinguish between relations 
with the PLO and ties to ordinary 
Palestinians. They note that 
Kuwait has continued to contri- 
bute to Palestinian development 
through multilateral organisa- 
tions. 

The U.N. Conference on 
Trade and Development (UN- 
CTAD) said in Geneva Tuesday 
up to S12 billion will be required 
in the next decade to rehabilitate 
the West Bank and Gaza Strip. 

“We bad promises from the 
emir and the minister of foreign 


tional Affairs Ole Poulscn, met 
the emir and then held separate 
talks with Mr. D akhil and Fore- 


ign Ministry Under-Secretary 
Suleiman Maied Al Shaheen be- 


buieiman Majea ai bhaneen be- 
fore leaving for Oman and Brus- 
sels. 

Mr. Derijcke said: “Kuwait 
was the most delicate country to 
visit regarding the problem be- 
cause we are aware of the sensitiv- 
ity towards the Palestinian (lead- 
ership). 


The agency quoted Mr. Deri- 
jcke as saying he had held good 
meetings in Saudi Arabia ana the 
UAE on Monday. 

Mr. Derijcke suggested on 
arrival that Europe and the Mid- 
dle East had a common interest in 
development aid for Palestinians 
because this would weaken fun- 
damentalist forces in both re- 
gions. 


(UAE), are expected to meet in 
Riyadh before die end of the 
year. 

Mr. Dakhil spoke after talks 
with an EC team that is touring 
Gulf states to encourage them to 
provide financial muscle for the 
accord on Palestinian self-rule 
signed by Israel and the Palestine 
liberation Organisation (PLO) 
oh Sept. 13. 

European leaders hope Gulf 


affairs that the matter (funding 
development for Palestinians) 


development for Palestinians) 
must be discussed in the Gulf 
Cooperation Council,’’ the 
Kuwait News Agency quoted EC 
delegation leader Eric Derijcke 
as saying. 

Mr. Derijcke, Belgium’s 
secretary of state for cooperation 
and development, Greek Deputy 
Minister for Foreign Affairs Vir- 
ginina Tsouderos and Danish 
Secretary of State for Interna- 


“As you know we are very 
much against fundamentalism in 
Europe, and I think by contribut- 
ing to stability and effective peace 
in these countries we can reach a 
major achievement in world 
peace," Mr. Derijcke said. 

He declined to comment on 
published reports quoting Palesti- 
nian sources as sayingthe United 
States was seeking £200 million 
from Gulf states in short term aid 
for Palestinians. 


Germany, France sold Iraq most arms 


LONDON (AP) — Despite au- 
thorising the sale of anns-making 
equipment to Iraq in 1988. Bri- 
tain was stricter than France. 


1988 despite intelligence warn- 
ings that these were used to make 
munitions. 


Germany or Russia about arming 
Iraq, a former government minis- 


Iraq, a former government minis- 
ter said Tuesday. 

“We would have sacrificed 
these contracts to no benefit be- 
cause they (the Iraqis) could easi- 
ly replace them," saia David Mel- 
lor, a Foreign Office minister 
from 1987 to 1988. “We know 
other countries were queuing 
up." 

Mr. Mellor was testifying at a 
judicial inquiry into charges that 
the government connived in 
breaking its curbs on arms sales, 
and supplied Iraq right up to 
Iraq's invasion of Kuwait in Au- 
gust 1990. 

Since the investigation opened 
in the spring, testimony from 
witnesses — mainly civil servants 
— has shown that the govern- 
ment backdated licenses for the 
right to export machine tools in 


“As we know now, the Ger- 
mans were busy supplying stuff to 
make chemical weapons," Mr. 
Mellor said, adding, “The French 
were supplying their (the Iraqi) 
air force and the Russians were 
supplying them with everything 
that could move." 

Prime Minister John Major 
ordered the inquiry after the ac- 
quittal last November of three 
British executives charged with 


nine-year war, which ended in 
1988. 

Testimony so far has under- 
lined friction between the De- 
partment of Trade and the De- 
fence Ministry — both increasing- 
ly restive about the self-imposed 
restraints — and the more restric- 
tive Foreign Office. 


illegally supplying further con- 
signments of the machine tools 


signments of the machine tools 
from 1988. to 1990. 


Mr. Mellor said he agreed to 
the backdating of export licenses 
— worth some £37 million ($57 
million at current exchange rates) 
to three British companies — 
only because the contracts had 
already been granted. 


Charges against the executives 
f the Iraqi-owned Matrix Chur- 


of the Iraqi-owned Matrix Chur- 
chill Corporation, based in 
Cbventry. England, were drop- 
ped after a former trade minister 
said he had encouraged the sales. 

Britain imposed restraints in 
late 1984 on arms-related sales to 
Iraq and Iran because of their 


If the orders had been new, 
Mr. Mellor said, he would have 
opposed licenses on the grounds 
that the equipment contravened 
the government's guidelines. 


Margaret Thatcher, who was 
prime minister until November 
1990, and Mr. Major, her succes- 
sor. are both due to give evidence 
to the investigation. 
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Tunis ‘exciting novelty’ for Israelis I hews IN BRIEF 


TUNIS (R) — A member of the 
first Israeli delegation to Tunisia 
said Tuesday that contact with an 
unfamiliar Arab country had 


deputy director for press and 
information. 


...and there's certainly a sense of 
novelty.” Mr. Gal told Reuters. 


been an exciting novelty. 

“It's been a pleasure and most 
interesting," said Yossi Gal. one 
of five Israeli foreign ministry 
officials preparing for an interna- 
tional conference on refugees in 
Tunis next month. 

“It’s exerting to be in another 
country and work on what hope- . 
fully will be another step towards 
peace,” added Mr. Gal, wbo is 


The Israelis have so far had two 
days of talks with the Tunisians 
on the logistics for tbe confer- 
ence. complicated from Israel’s 
point of view because it has no 
relations with Tunisia. 


They are looking mainly at 
accommodation, transport, com- 
munications and security. 

“The talks have been 
businesslike. So far, so good, 
considering that it’s the first time 


Mr. Gal said it was unlikely the 
Israelis would meet members of 
the Palestine Liberation Orga- 
nisation (PLO), not for any di- 
plomatic reason but just because 
they did not need to. 

They have seen diplomats from 
tbe United States, which sponsors 
the Middle East peace process, 
and from Canada, which has been 
hosting the multilateral talks on 
refugees.. 


Egyptian bodyguards for Arafat 


TUNIS (AFP) — Egypt has. sent bodyguards tn Taunt to betp ; 
Palestinian and Tunisian officials protect Inwr Arafat, the target -* 
of death threats from Palestinian hardliners, a reliable source said . 
Wednesday. The 15 Egyptians arrived last week in Tiu*. 
headquarters of the Palestine Liberation Organisation (PLO). ^ 
where the authorities have also boosted **unt> to* Mr Arafat and , - 
his aides, said the source, who requested artCfflvmity. The measu res » 
were taken following the signing of the PLO-LvracI saxfd a 
Washington on September 13. Tunisian have deployed . 

reinforcements around the PLO headquarter and the Interior - 
Ministry has placed on high alert a special unit charged with ; ■ 
protecting Palestinians in Tunisia. 


A lot of wheeling and dealing Arafat hopes Beijing wins Olympics bid 


went into Israel-PLO accord 


From Michael Jansen 
In Tonis 


Of this amount tbe United 
States owes nearly 5800 million 
and Russia $500 million. 

But Dr. Ghali said the problem 
was not restricted to these two 
countries, noting that only a 
handful of the 184 members 
adhered to the rules by paying 
their contributions. 

“Now we must have a new 
approach," either by allowing the. 
United Nations to borrow money' 
or by charging interest. 


THE NEGOTIATIONS which 
led to the Oslo accord were 
first suggested to the Israelis by 
Teije Rod Larsen, head of a 
Norwegian institute resear- 
ching conditions in the occu- 
pied territories, to Yossi 
Beilin, an opposition Labour 
member of Knesset, in April 
1992. But Mr. Beilin, preoccu- 
pied with the election cam- 
paign, did not pursue the mat- 
ter until September, after 
Labour had formed a govern- 
ment, with Mr. Beilin as depu- 
ty foreign minister. At that 
time a senior Norwegian diplo- 
mat proposed that Iris country 
facilitate secret talks between 
Israel and the Palestine Libera- 
tions Organisation (PLO). 

The first direct contact be- 
tween the PLO and emissaries 
of Mr. BeiKn was made in 
December 1992 when Ahmad 
Korieh (Abu Ala*), bead of 
economic planning for the 
PLO, met Dr. Yair HIrschfeid, 
a professor of Middle East 
history at Haifa University, in 
the Forte Crest St. James’ 
Hotel. Abu AJa’ was in Lon- 
don attending meetings of the 
steering committee for the 
multi-lateral negotiations be- 
tween Israel and the Arab gov- 
ernments. 

The months of discussions 
between the Norwegians and 
Israelis amounted to nothing 
until this encounter was 
arranged and even then this 


was only a partial break- 
through because the contacts 


could always have been broken 
off, .and .Dr. Hirschfcld, who 
held tio official position, dis- 
avowed by the Israeli govern- 
ment if the talks had not gone 
well or news of the negotia- 
tions had leaked out. 

The first formal meeting 
took place in Norway on Jan. 
20, 1993. It was attended by 
Abu Ala’, Hassan Asfour, 
secretary of the PLO’s “follow- 
up committee” on the peace 
process and a ‘still unnamed 


Palestinian figure representing 
tbe PLO and Dr. HIrschfeid 


tbe PLO and Dr. HIrschfeid 
and Dr. Ron Pundack of Tel 
Aviv University on behalf of 
Israel. The talks were tentative 
and exploratory, Abu Ala’ re- 
porting back to PLO Chairman 
Yasser Arafat and tbe Israeli 
academics to Mr. Beilin. At 
die second formal session in 
Norway in February tbe two 
rides presented tbe first of 
“many” draft agreements, Mr. 
Asfour told this correspon- 
dent, launching tbe negotiating 
process. The talks qnickly 
gathered purpose and picked 
up momentum. But it took 
three more sessions in Norway 
before the Israelis, who bad, 
after all, initiated tbe direct 
talks with the PLO, to steel 
their souls and dispatch an 
official team to continue the 
negotiations. 

Israel did not do this until 
the end of April when Uri 
-Saver, the director general of 
its foreign ministry, took over 
the talks and brought in Yod 
Zinger, the ministiy’s legal 
adviser. 

According to Mr. Asfour, 
who attended all the sessions 


along with Abu Ala’, Israel 
initiated official participation 
only after its Foreign Minister, 
Shimon Peres, was convinced 
that the talks could succeed. 
Thereafter be convinced tbe 
far-more sceptical Prime 
Minister Yitzhak Rabin that 
tbe time had come to take the 
ghmge into talks with the 

Mr. Asfour said that Peres 
was encouraged by Daniel 
Knrtzer, of the peace team 
established by U.5. Secretary 
of State Warren Christopher. 
Considered as the State De- 
partment official most commit- 
ted to the peace process, Mr. 
Knrtzer was thereafter in- 
formed of develo p me n ts but 
not specifics- The two sides 
kept me Americans out of the 
Norwegian talks because both 
the Palestinians and Israelis 
feared that pro4Jkud hawks in 
the Clinton administration like 
Martin Indyk would infor m the 
Likud leadership in Israel ab- 
out what was going on, offer- 
ing die opponents of die peace 
process die opportunity to 
scuttle the backdiannel nego- 
tiations. Tbe U.S., Mr. Asfour 
asserted, had no role and was 
only shown die “Oslo accord” 
when Mr. Peres paid his over- 
night visit to Mr. Christopher 
in California on August 28, 
hence Washington’s initial 
peevishness and mulish opposi- 
tion. 

The negotiations were parti- 
cularly arduous for Abu Ala* 
and Mr. Asfour, who were 
compelled to operate in En- 
glish, which neither speak with 
great fluency. They had to 
oome up with a text, in legal 
and political language, which 
could determine die future of 
the hardpressed Palestinian 
people. 

Mr. Asfour laughed. “We 
used to telephone friends here 
and there and ask, *what does 
this or that mean? 7 They were 
puzzled... but they never 
worked out what we were 
doing. They never dreamed we 
were negotiating directly with 
the Israelis.” 

Mr. Asfour said the two 
rides, from time to time, also 
submitted specific negotiating 
problems to their delegations 
at the bilateral talks, inserting 
solutions devised by the teams 
into die draft “declaration of 
principles”. Tbe teams also 
brought in other contacts — 
Osama Al Baz and Nabfi 
Shaath in Cairo and Ahmad 
Tibi and Haim Ramon and 
Yossi SaricTin Israel — to work 
out difficult issues. But, Mr. 
Asfour said, these negotiators 
operated outside the Oslo 
framework without being fully 
informed of what was going 
on. There was, of course, a 
great deal of informed and 
misinformed speculation. 

Abu Ala’ and Mr. Asfour 
took circuitous routes to avoid 
detection, travelling to Norway 
by way of Jordan, Cyprus, 
Egypt and various European 
countries. They did not tell 
their families what they were 
doing. And because the 
Palestinian negotiators were 
involved in the multilateral 
talks they were able to explain 
their movements round the 


world. 

Tbe official talks, between 
Aim Ala' and Mr. Savir and his 
team went on from tbe end of 
April until Aug. 10, when the 
“draft declaration of princip- 
als” was initiated in a palace in 
Oslo where Norway signed its 
own declaration of independ- 
ence. Four men affixed their 
initials, Abu Ala’, Mr. Asfour, 
Mr. Savir and Mr. Zinger, in 
the presence of Mahmoud 
Abbas (Abu Mazen) on behalf 
of Mr. Arafat, Mr. Peres and 
Johan Jorgen Holst, the 
Norwegian foreign minister. 

By then the four principals 
had become friendly antagon- 
ists gripped by the shared de- 
sire to succeed. “We told each 
other life stories,” Mr. Asfour 
said, “and got to know one 
another as people. This helped 
us to find a way to reach 
agreement.” 

The game was nearly up in 
June when news agencies re- 
ported “secret talks” between 
U.S., Israeli and Palestinian 
negotiators “in Norway” 
where Washington was said to 
be promoting a “leopard skin” 
pattern of Palestinian “zones 
of influence” spreading across 
the West Bank and an Israeli 
pullout from Gaza. But the 
story sank like a stone in tbe 
well of speculation. When the 
accords were finally initialled 
only a dozen people knew what 
had been agree on. — 

On the Palestinian side the' 
motivating force was “Abu 
Mazen”. Given the nickname 
“tiie holy spirit” by the nego- 
tiators, be kept a dose watch 
on how drafts developed from 
session to session. Tbe other 
PLO men in the know were 
Mr. Arafat. Yasser Abed Rab- 
bo and Bashir Barghouti of the 
People’s Party; by informing 
his suppor t er s on the Execu- 
tive Committee Mr. Arafat 
maintained his control through 
consensus. 


On the Israeli side, the main 
motivator was Mr. Peres. Af- 
ter the officials took over in 
April only four others were 
abreast of developments, Mr. 
Rabin, Mr. Beilin, Mr. Savir 
and Mr. Zinger. The nego- 
tiators used to refer to Mr. 
Arafat and Mr. Rabin as the 
“godfathers.” 

Mr. Asfour was particularly 
pleased that the Palestinian 
side managed to maintain 
secrecy for nme months: “Who 
could have believed it?” be 
asked, amazed. “For Arabs to 
keep quiet for so long is really 
revolutionary.” 

It is, of course, this secrecy 
and separateness which has, 
rightly, upset and angered Mr. 
Arafat’s Arab partners in the 
peace process. The only justi- 
fication for secrecy was uncer- 
tainty, the realisation that the 
'Oslo negotiations could come 
to nothing, as so many pre- 
vious backroom talks had 
failed. Indeed, although the 
agenda for mutual recognition 
and the signing of tbe declara- 
tion of principles had been 
worked out by the PLO and 
Israel, it was not until these 
events actually happened that 
anyone was certain they would 
proceed. 


JORDAN TELEVISION 


Tel: 773111-19 


PROGRAMME TWO 

17-JO Pit cl Hcrculc 

17:45 Go.il 

18:15 raujMlis 

J9-.CC . . NV»-. in Frcoih 

19:35 . 

I9JU in Hchnw 

2 fcW News in Arabic 

20e30 Coach 

2I:M Aciof Will 

2Z.-00 Ncwb in English 

aao 

Movie of the Week": “Johnny Trc- 


PRAYER TIMES 


Cbarch or Uhc Annunciation Td. 

623541. 

Anglican Ctmrcfc Td. 630851. Td. 
628543. 

Armenian Catholic Church Tci. 
771331. 

Armenian Crth?4o* Church Tel 
7752M. 

Si. Epiir. 'm Chute!: Td. 771 75 j 

Amman international Church Td. 
652526. 

Evangelical Lutheran Church Td: 
824328. 

Germaa^pcattug Evangelical Coo- 
fgregation Tel. 684195 
The Cbarch of Jean Christ of Latter* 
Daj Saints Td. 823824. 654932 
Church of Nozarene Td. 675691. 


JORDAN TIMES DAILY GUIDE AND CALENDAR 


USEFUL TELEPHONE 

NUMBERS 


NIGHT DUTY 


Civil Defence Immediate 

Rescue 630341. 

Civil Defence Emergency 199 

Rescue Police 1«. 62111!. 637777 

Fire Brigade 891228 


HOSPITALS 


FOR THE TRAVELLER 


9SM Fair 

06 JO (Sunrise) Duha 

I2s28 Dhuhr 

I5S6 Asr 

I&37 Maghreb 

1*54 'Ishd 


LURCHES 


WEATHER 

Bulletin supplied by the Department of 
Meteorology. 

Weather will be fine and winds will 
he northwesterly moderate. In Aqaba, 
wind, will he northerly moderate and 
Mils calm. 


AMMAN: 

Dr. Fttrouq Nour 7M6HI 

Dr. Bahjal Badr 849362 

Dr. Ahmad Khamrs 747684 

Dr, Jihad Zyadch 881148 

Firas pharmacy ,.661912 

Fcrdows pharmacy 77X336 

AI Ascma pharmacy ,-637055 

Nuimukh pharmacy 623672 

Al Salam pharmacy 636730 

Yacoub pharmacy 644945 

Shmcisaiu pharmacy 637660 

Najih pharmacy 847632 


Si. Mary of S'-uartlh Church Snnfieta. 
Td. 8MI7-4I 

.Assemblies of God Church. Td. 
6327155. 

St, Joseph Church Td (045*1. 
Church of the Annunciation Tel. 
637+81. 

Ik fat Salic Church Tel. N»l7S7 
'Tcmsaneta Church Tel: 622366 


Amman 

Aj.ih.i 

DlNIfli 

Jordan Valiev 


Min -mav temp. 

r 

25 V> 

14.3*1 

2h 35 


IRBID. 

Dr. Alt Al Shui{airi ... . 
-.! Qud*. phurnuu'y 


246I4U 

(— ) 


Blood Bank 775121 

Highway Police H43402 

Traffic Police 896390 

Public Security Department .... 630321 

Hotel Complaints 605800 

Price CompUtmU 661 176 

Water and Sewerage 

Complaints 897467 

Amman Municipality 

Complaints 7871 11 

Telephone Information 

(directory assistance) 121 

Overseas Calb 01U23Q 

Central Amman Tdephone 
Repairs 623101 


AMMAN: 

Hussein Medical Centre 813813/32 

Khalidi Maternity. J. Ann... 644281/6 
Akilch Maternity. I- Amn.... 642441/2 

Jaba] Amman Maternity 642362 

Mimas. J. Amman 636140 

ftricsrinc.ShmcBani 664171/4 

Shmdsani Hospital 669131 

University Hospital 845845 

Al-Muashcr Hospital 667227/9 

The Islamic. AbdaJi 666127/37 

Al-Abli. Abdali 664164/6 

I talbm. AJ-Muhajnxn 777101/3 

Al-Bashir. J. Ashnifkb 775111/26 

Aimy.Marka 891611/15 

Ouccn Alia Hospital 6U224N50 

Araal Hospital 674155 


QUEEN ALIA 

INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT 


This information is supplied by Royal 
Jordanian (RJ) information depart- 
ment at the Queen Mia International 
Airport Td. (08153200-5. where it 
should always be verified. 


YiMcnkn'v iitvh lemperjlures: Am- 
man 28. \jahii .Vi.?. Humidity read- 
ings; Amman 2? per cent. Aqaba 32 
per cent. 


&ARQA: 

Dr. Fawwaz Hunidnilah *K»tM4 

Khalifeh pharmacy 9K5-t 17 


EMERGENCIES 


Gvil Defence Department ...... 661111 


Ahdali Telephone Repairs -- 

Jordan Television 

Radio Jui dan 

Wu i er Authority 

J'lrdan Eleerncm Authority 
Elcilrii' Pnuer 

Company 

RJ Flight Information 

Queen Alia Inti. Airport 


...661101 
...773111 
...774111 
... ftWHttl 
...815615 


...636381 

08-53200 

08-53200 


ZAJtQA: 

Zarqa Govt. Hospital 

Zarqa National Hospital . 

Ibn Sina Hospital 

Al Hilutu Modem Hospital ... 
IRBID: 

Princess Basttu Hospital 
Greek Catholic Hospital 
Ihn Al Nafccs Ho&ptuil...., 
AQABA: 

Princess Haya Hospital .... 


. (09)983323 
. (09)900560 
. (09)986732 
....(U9I9WWU 


. 102)275555 
(02)272275 
. (02)247100 


. (03)314111 


ARRIVALS 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights ' 
(Terminal 1} 

Matt Singapore. Koala Lumpor(RJ) 

OfcOO Sanaa (RJ) 

•5:30 - .... Adcn(RJ) 

8W5 New Delhi (RJ) 

10:15 Riyadh (RJ ) 

19:15 Dfaabnm(RJ) 

I9J0 Dubai. Abu Dhabi (RJ) 

lfc30 - Cairo. Aqaba (RJ) 

lfc55 Beirut (RJ) 

1140 Colombo (RJ) 

1&3Q .... New York. Amsterdam (RJ) 


BEUING (AFP) — Palestine Liberation OrgjniMlnin IPLOl 
Chairman Yasser Arafat said Wednesday he toped thr Interna- 
tional Olympic Committee would select Beijing to host the 2000 
Olympic Games. “I hope Beijing gets it.” Mr Ararat toM 
reporters after a 90-minure meeting with China s President Jiang 
Zemin. Mr. Arafat arrived in Ouna's capital on Wednesday for x 
two-day visit to firm up Beijing's support for a recent accord 
between the PLO and Israel on limited autonomy for the occupied 
territories. The Chinese government has already indica ted su pport 
for the historic agreement. China traditionally supports the 
Palestinian cause but has strengthened relations with Israel vinos 
the establishment in January 1992 of diplomatic tics between the 
two countries. 


Libya claims buying Airbuses; company denies it .'-111 ^ 


CAIRO (AP) — Libya said Wednesday it has agreed to pay 
Europe's Airbus consortium S2 billion for 25 new aircraft, a 
transaction that would violate a United Nations embargo against 
Tripoli. Airbus Industrie, the manufacturer, insisted no illegal 
negotiations have occurred between the company and Libya. A - 
spokesman said discussions are merely to maintain contact "in case 
they come out of the embargo one day." Libya has been under 
international sanctions for more than a year for refusing to hand 
.over two suspects in the 1990 Pan Am explosion. The unctions 
limit Libyan diplomatic representation and ban international air 
links or the sale of weapons, aircraft, aircraft parts or aviation 
insurance to Tripoli. It also bans provision of engineering and 
maintenance services for Libyan aircraft. 


Iran says India must rebuild mosque 


NICOSIA (AP) — Indian Prime Minister P.V. Narasimha Rao 
Wednesday wound up a three-day visit to Iran that was dominated 
by I ranian expressions of concern about Muslims in Hindu- 
dominated India. Before leaving Tehran. Mr. Rao told reporters 
his talks with Iranian officials had been “fruitful." the Islamic 
Republic News Agency (IRNA) reported. Mr. Rao was seen off at 
Tehran’s Mehrabad airport by President Hashemi Rafsanjani. who 
said tbe two countries were “willing to expand mutual cooperation 
in various fields.” Earlier Wednesday. Iran's spiritual leader. 
Ayatollah Ali Khamenei, told Mr. Rao that Muslims around the 
world expected him to rebuild an ancient Muslim shnne destroyed 
by militant Hindus last year, Tehran, Radio reported. "The 
Muslim world expects the Indian prime minister to taka the 
necessary measures to rebuild" the shrine. Ayatollah Khamenei 
told Mr. Rao in Tehran. 


Poisoned fish hit Abu Dhabi beaches 


ABU DHABI (AP) — Large numbers of dead fish with traces of 1 
poisonous chemicals have been found along the coastline, promp- . 
ting official waaming Wednesday. The public, through an official ; 
statement published in all local papers, was warned to neither eat , 
nor catch fish until further notice. Abu Dhaht Television also i 
interrupted programmes after midnight Tuesday to broadcast the 
warning, saying it followed intensive investigations of the dead fish 
during the day by specialised committees. Police were spread along 
the Abu Dhabi coast at dawn Wednesday morning to stop early 
fishermen wbo did not take note of the warning, and municipality 
officials affirmed the situation was serious. 


Tehran Radio calls British talks positive 


NICOSIA (R) — Tehran Radio predicted on Tuesday that Iran's 
relations with Britain will improve soon in spile of the late 
Ayatollah Ruhollah Khomeini's “irreversible" call for the killing of 
novelist Salman Rushdie. British envoy Michael Burton's talks 
with Iranian officials last weekend were "explicit and positive.*' the 
radio said. “Apart from the issue of Salman Rushdie — in whose 
case the late Imam Khomeini's fatwa (verdict) is a completely 
ideological and irreversible matter — at present there is no serious 
obstacle to the improvement of relations between the two 
countries,” the radio said in a commentary monitored bv the ! 
British Broadcasting Corporation. “It is expected that explicit and 
positive talks of Mr. Michael Burton with Iranian officials in! 
Tehran will be instrumental in removing certain doubts and! 
ambiguities in cunem assessments with regard to Tehran-London 1 
ties, thus paving the way for expansion of relations between the I 
two states in the near future." it said. > 


Iran accused of ‘brainwashing 1 Iraqi prisoners 


(AFP) — Iraqi Deputy Foreign Minister Abdul 
Ma j «J Al Ffcisa 1 has accused Iran of “brainwashing" Iraqi prisoners 
of war (PoWs) into carrying out attacks on Iraq, the magazine Alif 
Ba reported Wednesday. “The Iranian regime is holding on to 
Iraqi prisoners of war like hostages and is using some of them to 
carry out subversive actions against their own country after having 
brainwashed them. Mr. Faisal said. He also accused Iran which 
fought an ^eight-year war with Iraq ending in 19SK. of using the 
as a means of pressure and for political blackmail/' and 
said Tehran i should set them free. Iraq has said that Iran is still 

Tehran Mys ,hm are “ 
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N Crown Prince urges camp refugees 
to promote vocational training for youth 


. AMMAN (Petra) — His Royal 
\ Highness Crown . Prince Hassan 
' ' Wednesday urged Palestinian re- 
fugees living in Jordan tpencour- 
; age their children to acquire. 
’ v : , vocational traxnirig rather than' 
: '-?l pursue academic degreees that 
- . ^wouid lead to more unempfoy- 
' • mem amongst graduates. 

• > ;' t Addressing a ceremony held at 
1 Hittm refugee camp, located be- 
'■* tween Amman and Zarqa, for the 
opening of a new preparatory 
school, the Crown Prince refer- 
^ “Sto; red to poverty and unemploy- 
ment, saying that only through 
launching income-generating pro- 
can these problems be hand- 


Prince Hassan also referred to 
..V the impact political considera- 
itions have on educational courses 
designed by the United Nations 
;• Relief and Works Agency for 
N Palestinians (UNRWA) and said 
' - it is difficult to give an answer to 
this at the moment." 

“Yet social services and voca- 


tional training are the basis of this 
orientation and it is necessary to 
sound out the views of the World 
Bank m this concern and on the 
opportunities for work in the 
camps, especially inside the occu- 
pied Arab territories,’' said 
Prince Hassan. “We welcome the 
creation of jobs and we have to 
remind. the world of its full re- 
sponsiTjihty to shoulder such tasks 
as those related to social sendees 
and issues pertaining to education 
and development,” he added. 

Paying tribute to the UNRWA. 
Prince Hassan said that its efforts 
are appreciated because it has 
been shouldering heavy burdens. 

“We remind the world com- 
munity of its responsibilities to- 
wards the refugees and of the 
need to provide the required 
funds for the agency to^ pursue its 
services, especially in vocational 
training for refugee children,” 
said Prince Hassan. 

The Crown Prince unveiled a 
commemorative plaque at the en- 


trance of the school building, 
which cost UNRWA JD500.000. 

The new school houses 24 clas- 
srooms. a laboratory, a library, a 
multi-purpose activities hall, 
playgrounds and sanitary ser- 
vices. 

It is used by 2,300 students in 
two shifts, morning and after- 
noon. 

Quilt on 4,500 square metres, 
the school follows the Ministry of 
Education educational system. Its 
library has 3,700 books. 

UNRWA Director in Jordan 
Dennis Brown, who attended the 
ceremony, presented Prince Has- 
san with a token gift. 

UNRWA sources said the 
agency runs 201 schools in Jor- 
dan, offering education to 
153,000 students and employees 
4,034 teachers. 

Established in 1968, the Hjttin 
camp houses 85,000 refugees and 
has 10 UNRWA schools and two 
government-run schools. 
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Minister says Israel is urging 
exodus of Palestinians to Jordan 


- • AMMAN (Petra) — Interior 
.. c Minister Salameb Hammad 
- Wednesday accused Israel of 
adopting measures aimed at eva- 

- cuating the occupied West Bank 
and the Gaza Strip of Palestinians 

i and encouraging them to come to 
Jordan, adding that current 

- media reports attarifing the King- 
- - dom for implementing new rales 

for travel across its bridges win 
serve Israel's objectives. 

There are at least 106,000 un- 
employed Palestinians in these 
^territories and Israel is trying to 
_ -make them leave their homeland 
in search for . work, said Mr. 

; " ■ Hammad daring an inspection 
" visit to the King Hussein Bridge 
•; r ‘ across the Jordan River. 

~ - A total of 228,052 residentsof 
the occupied lands have arrived 
*-- : in Jordan via the bridge since 
June, including 97,452 people last 

- - month alone, said the minister. 

But be said that 226,465 people 
returned to the occupied lands 
from Jordan in the last four 



months. 

The Israeli security net im- 
posed on the occupied territories, 
its decision to grant Palestinians 
above 25 years of age open per- 
mits to leave their homeland and 
its reduction of the permit depar- 
ture fees constituted provocations 
and economic pressures that re- 
sulted in the influx of people 


leaving the Palestinian lands, Mr. 
Hammad said. 

Noting that Jordan took mea- 
sures to restrict the influx and 
abort Israel’s designs, the minis- 
ter said that since 1983, 54,000 
Palestinians have been unable to 
return to their homeland because 
of Israeli measures. Referring to 
coordination with the Palestine 
liberation Organisation (FLO), 
on such travel matters Mr. Ham- 
mad said that FLO officials have 
expressed a dear understanding 
of the Jordanian government’s 
position in confronting the Israeli 
practices and pressures on die 
Palestinians. 

The minister watched the proc- 
edures on the bridges and met 
with officials and travellers. 

Bade in Amman, Mr. Hammad 
called at the follow up and inspec- 
tion department and was briefed 
on measures regarding travellers 
across the bridge to and from the 
occupied Arab lands. 
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Thneibeh becomes responsible 
for inconie^-generatMg schemas 


- . 

_ f 


By lea Wahbeh .if 

Jordan Tunes staff Reporter 
AMMAN — At a ceremony headed 
' . by General Union of Voluntary 
Societies (GUVS) Executive 
Committee President Abdulla A1 
Khatib Wednesday, the 
council of Thneibeh, in " 

' district, was handed over full 
responsibility for the small- 
income generating schemes initi- 
;!'J: a ted just over a year ago. 

As projected at its inception, 
the local society, which so far had 
*. operated under monitoring from 
t he N ear East Foundation 
: (NEF), took over the credit fund 
. and management of the schemes, 
which stimulate local markets and 
ensure continued economic 
. , growth in the village. • 

Meant to improve the living 
- standards of the poor in the vil- 
lage, the projects, mainly agri- 
cultural, entailed loans of as 
'' much as JD 700 to schemes 
deemed feasible. They include 
! animal raising, bee breeding and 
doth selling. 

Diversification into services, 
sewing, weaving arujl even urban 
£- ; development is envisaged to give 
a more permanent status to the 
otherwise seasonal character of 
"• the agricultural projects. 

~ It started slowly, said small 
. -. business devetopment extension 
* and training officer Majdi AI 
Qorom, as it was difficult for the 
■ to come forward and ask for 
:lp. Suspicions of everything 


poor 1 
help. 


that involves money, the imal 
people needed a few examples to 
reassure them and from there on 
things got on tile right track, be 
said. 

The credit fund registered an 
eight per cent monthly increase 
and the return on investment an 
increase between 2 and 12 per 
cent. The repayment rate is 100 
per cent, according to NEF offi- 
cials, which is a dear indicator 
that the villagers are benefiting. 

Haring started with JD 10,000 
fond, Thneibeh now works with 
JD 11,000, which, Mr. Qorom 
said, means that money was pro- 
fitably rolled over and prevented 
from depreciation, despite the 
high inflation rate of eight per 
cent; 

Strongly involving the benefi- 
ciaries in the projects, their input 
and cooperation were maximum. 

“Most people think develop- 
ment hinges o n mo ney,” said 
Curits Rhodes, NEF Jordan rep- 
resentative. “It depends on social 
energy. People's need are taken 
care of by their efforts.” Dr. 
Rhodes said, adding; “There is a 
lot of social energy that you get 
.by giving people the vision and 
the mechanism to define and 
meet their needs. If you start with 
money, it doesn't go.” 

So the loans come in the form 
of goods provided to the people, 
with the profit worked out, in 
most cases, in the Islamic way. 

Each village, though, takes its 


own decision as to^Ke 'financing^] 
matters. 

‘ So far, the NEF is involved in 
projects in six villages and 
cooperating with the Urban De- 
velopment for work in poor areas 
in towns. 

Of the six, Thneibeh and Bir 
Khedad, in Sbobak district, have, 
as projected, finished the one- 
year monitored work and become 
self-managed. 

ho each village, the council that 
oversees the granting of the loans 
and the smooth overall progress 
of the schemes is made up of five 
local citizens. This ensure the 
rapid' assessment of everyone's 
needs, easy access and com- 
munication channels and in- 
creased trust on the part of the 
villagers. 

Awarding diplomas at the cere- 
mony, Dr. Rhodes pointed out 
the success of the programme, 
stressing the need to be self- 
sufficient and independent. He 
tbankedthe village council (the 
.society) for its cooperation and 
said “it is truly democratic peo- 
ple’s movement.” 

The village of Bir Khedad will 
be relagated full responsibility in 
a similar ceremony to take place 
on Sept. 30. 


Prison 

conditions 

are 

satisfactory 
— Malhas 

AMMAN (Petra) — Over crowd- 
ing in prison and jail cells contri- 
bute to die spread of infectious 
diseases among inmates, accord- 
ing to Minister of Health Abdul 
Rahim Malhas. . 

Deputising Wednesday for His 
Royal Highness Crown Prince 
Hassan at the opening of a meet- 
ing on health in prison. Dr. 
Mahas added that prison condi- 
tions in the Kingdom are general- 
ly satisfactory. 

.At the meeting, Marco Sassoli, 
the new head of the International 
Committee of Red Cross (ICRC) 
in Jordan said that the ICRC pays 
special attention to the mental 
health of inmates because in pris- 
on they are deprived of their 
personal freedom. 

Mr. Sassoli, who succeeds 
Michel Ducraux in the ICRC 
Jordan post, said the committee 
regularly organises visits to pris- 
oners worldwide, including those 
detained in the Israeli-occupied 
Arab territories, in implementa- 
tion of the Geneva conventions 
and in coordination with con- 
cerned local authorities. 

Such visits are aimed at ensur- 
ing that inmates receive proper 
health care, said Mr. Sassoli. 

He said the two-day meeting 
will focus also on medical services 
to inmates and matters that affect 
their future and behaviour, with 
the purpose of helping them find 
solutions to these problems. 

Specialists from Jordan and the 
International Federation of the 
Red Cross and Red Crescent 
Societies, as well as the ICRC are 
taking part in the meeting which 
will review working papers on 
medical ethics and prison, 
psychiatry and detention, water 
■and sanitation, infection in pris- 
on, women prisoners and con- 
flicts between health services and 
security. 


WHAT’S 

GOING 

ON 

o: EXHIBITIONS 

' Art Gallery 

^ Exhibition of psMo# .and 
photographic pictures of old 
Baghdad by Nadim Muhsin at 
the French Cnttnral Centre. 

ft- Art exhibition fry Egyptian 
artist BL BEkar at the Balqa* 
Art Gaflery in Fainas. 

* Permanent exhibition of 58 
artists and “Chair” Exhibi- 
tion at Darat Al Fman of the 

Alwhil Hamid F«"M- 

ation in Jabal Lnwabdeh (10 
ajau-7 pan.; Fridays 10 an. 
- 5 pan.) TeL 643251-2 

☆ Exhibition of paintings by 
Jordanian artist Bishara Naj- 
jar at Eshbefia Art Gaflery, 
Amra Shopping Centre. 

* Art exhibition by Omar Al 
Bsoul entitled “Samples of 
Different Arts” at the Royal 
Cattmt Centre. 

☆ Aw min I Scientific Nursing 
Exhibition at the exhibition 
haB in the University of Jor- 
dan's Student Affairs De- 

i partmenL 


& Feature film entitled: “The 
Third Man” at the American 
Centre at &00 pan. 




JOB VACANCIES 

A non-governmental community develop- 
ment organisation is announcing the follow- 
ing job vacancies: 

1. Economic Researcher 

2. Social Researcher 

The applicant must have the following qual- 
ifications: 

-Jordanian nationality. 

- BA degree, preferably in a specialisation 
related to the job applied for. 

-A minimum of 5 years experience as a 
researcher. 

- Good command of the English language.. 

If you feel you are qualified for either 
one of these jobs, please send a copy 
of your C.V. to P.O.Box 5118, Amman 


11183, Jordan. 


Jordan Times 
TeL: 667171 



The National Music Consarvatory/Noor Al Husssln Foundation 

and 

The American Center 


THE SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA OF THE JORDAN ARMS) FORCES 

AND 

THE ORCHESTRA OF THE NATIONAL MUSIC CONSERVATORY 
Ronald Mead Horton, guaat conductor 

Safavday, 26 Soptanbar 1993. M0 pm 
IMReyNCdMDMbe-lWnlMn 


The pngna JndudM : Baatman 


egnoflt Owrtnis 


CHMofMAlMl 

aUnQSynpi«vNa.S 


Tickets far JD S ara avnBabia'at : 

- The Royal Cultural Centre. teL 089020 

- Parol* Restaurant, tel. 024877 

- Philadelphia Hotel, tel. 0*3100 

- The American Center, tel. 820101 

- The National Muelo Conservatory, tel. 007020 


Government studies options for 
telephone links with occupied lands 


By P. V. Vtvekammd 

Jordan Tunes Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Jordan has launched 
a. study of its options in tbe 
eventuality of Inuring its tele- 
phone network with foe Israeli- 
occupied territories in the wake 
of the landmark autonomy agree- 
ment between Jordan and the 
Palestine Liberation Organisa- 
tion (PLO), senior officials said 
Wednesday. 

“Tbe study is aimed at prepar- 
ing foe logistics in tbe short, 
medium and long terms,” said 
Minister of Communications and 
Post Tareq Suheimat. 

“It is an internal affair and we 
are not consulting anybody out- 
side Jordan.” 

The Kingdom cut off its tele- 
phone links with foe occupied 
territories immediately alter foe 
1967 war. Since then Israel has 
linked foe network to its system, 
which allows it to cut off all tbe 
territories from international 
communications with the flip of a 
switch. 

The Jordanian study, con- 
ducted by experts from the Tele- 
communications Corporation 
(TCC), headed by Deputy 
Director-General (development) 
Afran Jamil, does not have any 


preconceived notions. Dr. 
Suheimat told foe Jordan Times. 

t The issue of link-up with 
Gaza and Jericho, and further 
with tbe rest of foe West Bank, 
has to be discussed with our 
Palestinian brothers.” he said. 
“There is nothing very immedi- 
ate." 

The minister, however, indi- 
cated that Jordan was not in 
favour of any link-up which in- 
volves the Israeli system and will 
mean Israeli-Jordanian connec- 
tions through foe Palestinian net- 
work. 

“Jordan prefers that the 
Palestinians have their own inde- 
pendent system which will allow 
them to exercise free options,” be 
said. “We would like to have 
link with that.” 

PLO Executive Committee 
member Yasser Abed Rabbo 
underfilled foe limited options 
the Palestinians face in the in- 
terim five-year period of auton- 
omy in the occupied territories. 

“We have no water, no power 
...no communications of our 
own,” be told a press conference, 
referring to the strangelbold the 
Israeli have on the occupied 
West Bank and Gaza Strip. 

However, be said, the Palesti- 
nians will insist on freedom to 


make their own choice and deci- 
sion while negotiating with foe 
Israelis on foe modalities of im- 
plementing the autonomy agree- 
ment. 

In view of the foregone conclu- 
sion that Israel will try to main- 
tain an upper hand by using 
economic cards to serve political, 
ends and vice-versa, “we face 
very tough times ahead” in nego- 
tiating with foe Jewish state, Mr. 
Abed Rabbo said. 

Experts said it was relatively 
easy for Jordn to connect the 
phone network of the occupied 
territories with that of the King- 
dom, given that Jericho is ouly 
five kilometres from the King 
Hussein Bridge across the Jordan 
River. 

The overriding political factor 
in foe equation is whether the 
Israelis would agree to relinquish 
their control of a sector as vital as 
telcoramunicatioiis of the Palesti- 
nians. 

Tfie language and provisions of 
the Israel-PLO accord leave no 
doubt that the Jewish state would 
like not only to retain its grip on 

ie Palestinian economy, but also 
deny others access to the market 
of the occupied territories. 

There are two distinct and 
separate dimensions to foe affair 


as ter as Jordan is concerned: 
direct phone links between Jor- 
dan and Israel, which the Jewish 
state has been trying to set up by 
opening its system almost one 
year ago, and interaction in com- 
munications with the occupied 
territories. 

Officials said direct phone link) 
with Israel was an issue subject tc< 
the progress and outcome of 4he 
Kingdom’s peace negotiation* . 
with the Jewish on state on the 
basis of the principles outlined ir. 
the agenda the two sides signed 
on Sept. 14. 

“As far we are concerned this 
is a subject that has to be discus- 
sed in the bilateral negotiations 
and governed by the relevant 
international charters on tele- 
communications,” said a senior 
official ■ close to foe peace talks. 
“It has to be treated as such with 
no other relevance.” 

“Our relations with foe Palesti- 
nians are different," said tbe offi- 
cial who preferred anonymity. 
“We are coordinating our stands 
and all signs are there that we 
could reach an understanding and 
interaction not only in telecom- 
munications, but also other fields 
in rebuilding the occupied terri- 
tories.” 


PRIME MINISTER Abdul 
Solum AI Mbtfali Wednesday 
meets with officials at the 
Ministry of Supply, where he 
voiced the government's deter- 
mination to ensure a perma- 
nent strategic reserve of food 
supplies in the Kingdom. 
Addressing a minting with 
Minister Radi Ibrahim and 
other officials Dr. M^jaK said 
the government was keen on 
making available various base 
sundies, but it will have to 
re-examine its subsidies policy 
to avert negative practices and 
ensure subsidised food for die 
needy. 
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Comcent offers you a Mitac Computer 
with a 14" screen and a Citizen printer 
for only 


JD 1050 

For a limited time only and while stocks last.Comcent 
is offering a Mitac computer with a 14" colour monitor 
that has the following specifications: 


£■ 


t ' 


1 386 SX - 33 
1 40 MB Hard Disk 
1 2 MB RAM 
. 2 floppy drives 


Arabic / English keyboard 
Original MS - DOS 6.0 
operating system 
One full year warranty 


The Citizen 200A printer has the following specs.: 


24 pin print head, 80 columns 
216 cps Draft, 72 cps LQ 


Arabic PROM 

Two full years warranty 


In addition Comcent will include a Mouse and pad, Dust 
cover set, box of 3.5" diskettes and a box of 5.25 diskettes. 
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Closing gap via Cairo 


SYRIAN PRESIDENT Hafez A1 Assad’s visit to 
Egypt Wednesday to discuss peace efforts in the 
Middle East with President Hosni Mubarak has a 
sense of urgency added to it in view of the fact that 
the circle of Arab deals with Israel has yet to be 
completed by Damascus and Beirut. Given the 
fact that the concerned Arab parties, including 
the Palestine Liberation Organisation (PLO), are 
committed to comprehensive peace in the area, a 
stalemate on the Syrian and Lebanese fronts 
stands to derail what has already been achieved 
with the Palestinian and Jordanian sides. 

It appears that the government of Yitzhak 
Rabin is purposely delaying progress on the Golan 
Heights in order to give Israelis time to digest the 
Palestinian accord first. The current raucous 
debate in the Knesset has been marked by 
acrimony and stiff opposition from at least half of 
the members. An agreement with Syria now that 
calls for complete Israeli withdrawal from the 
occupied Syrian territories could, in the view of 
Mr. Rabin and his colleagues, strengthen the right 
wing forces in Israel which are bitterly opposed to 
any territorial compromise with their Arab neigh- 
boors. It is possible therefore that the Israeli 
, government is deliberately procrastinating on its 
bilateral peace talks with Syria and Lebanon until 
• it is. able, tp subdu^.the oppreiJj^ v ., ...... 

... It is an open- question whether, the. Syrian and 
Israeli negotiating, teams coiild;have arrived at a 
text embodying an ’agenda or a declaration of 
principles but delayed announcing it because the 
timing is a problem. Judging by the nature of the 
Israefi-PLQ or Israeli-Jordanian accords, it might 
not have been greatly difficult for the Israelis to 
reach a similar agreement on a mutually agreed- 
upon agenda or a declaration of principles with 
the Syrians and the Lebanese. So It could have 
been solely due to tactical reasons that that was 
not done. 

There is no wisdom or benefit in underestimat- 
ing the significance of the Golan Heights issue to 
both Israel and Syria, especially at a time when 
the former has pegged complete withdrawal to the 
achievement of a full and normal peace with 
Damascus. But since the Syrians have consistently 
been quoted by the Egyptians as accepting to offer 
complete peace in return for full Israeli withdraw- 
;*al from occupied Syrian and Lebanese lands, the 
summit between Mr. Mubarak and Mr. Assad 
should assume a significance of its own. Just like 
the Egyptian president played an important role 
in midwiving the PLO-Israel autonomy accord, he 
is trying to broker a deal between Israel and 
Syria. How far his efforts go in taking the two 
sides closer this time around will probably not be 
known immediately, but it will be eventually. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


THE MEETTNG between King Hussein and President Arafat in 
Amman Tuesday was a chance for deep and frank discussion, 
covering all aspects of the present situation in the Middle East in 
the wake of the PLO-Israeli agreement, said AI Dustonr Arabic 
daily Wednesday. The meeting was also an opportunity for 
Jordan to reiterate more strongly its absolute support for the 
Palestinians and their independent decision concerning the 
future, said the daily. Jordan is not only reaffirming a dear and 
unchanging position, it is also clearly and openly declaring that 
the Palestine question is the Kingdom’s national issue, of concern 
to all the members of the Jordanian family, added the daily. 
Jordan, said the paper, regards the PLO-Israeli agreement as a 
first step leading to the regaining of Palestinian soil and taking 
Palestinians along the path of return to their homeland where 
they hope to fuilfil their national aspirations. Jordan, which is the 
dosest Arab country to the Palestinians, realised that the PLO 
and the Palestinian people are determined to take this first step 
Towards regaining their rights, therefore, it can only render 
support for this decision, said the paper. It said that the talks 
between the two leaders in Amman must have reaffirmed these 
ideas and dissipated all misconceptions about the future rela- 
tionship between the Palestinian and the Jordanian people. 


NOW THAT the PLO-Israel agreement has become a reality and 
will soon be implemented following its approval by the Arab 
League foreign ministers, there is no point in continuing the 
accusations and counter accusations by various Palestinian 
groups, said Ibrahim Al Absi in AI Ra’i Arabic daily. The writer 
said that the divisions among the Palestinian ranks can neither 
cancel the agreement nor benefit any of the factions. It is true that 
the PLO-Israel agreement is still sbrourided in mystery, entails 
painful sacrifices by the Palestinian people and falls short of 
fulfilling their national aspirations, but the Arabs as a whole and 
the Palestinians, in particular have had no choice but to start 
somewhere, he said. Therefore, they accepted participation in the 
Madrid conference that led to the elven sessions of talks and the 
PLO-Israel deal, he pointed out. The writer had no alternative 
but to accept the U.S. peace initiative and get involved in the 
^peaee process to arrive at a solution. 


The accord is right, and now it is time for hard work 


By Dr. Janies Zogby 


THE CRITICS have had their 
say about the Israeli-Paiestmian 
Declaration of Principles. The 
PLO has been attacked for “sell- 
ing out”, for surrendering Palesti- 
nian rights to Israeli might, for 
betraying their historic mission to 
establish an independent Palesti- 
nian state and protecting the 
rights of Palestinian refugees, and 
for forsaking Jerusalem. 

A careful reading of tire dec- 
laration of principles shows none 
of these charges to be true. In 
fact, by agreeing to this .accord, 
the Palestinian negotiators have 
given up none of their inalienable 
rights except one: the right to use 
armed resistance against the state 
of Israel. And this “right", I 
would point out, had become 
increasingly meaningless and 
counterproductive, a “right” 
which had resulted in more 
Palestinian casualties and more 
repression of Palestinian rights 
without bringing about a 
meaningful improvement in the 
life and well-being of the 1 Palesti- 
nian people. 

It is dear that, in confronting 
the state of Israel, a state that had 
overwhelming power, Palestinian 
“armed straggle" was never an 
effective weapon. Every Israeli 
casualty, historically, resulted in 
40 Palestinian casualties or 100 
Palestinian prisoners - or 1,000 
d unu m s of confiscated Palesti- 
nian land. 


Palestinian rights, were not, I 
believe, brought to the centre of 
tiie world debate by hijackings 
and bombs in supermarkets. 
What kept the Palestinian issue 
alive all these years was the stead- 
fastness and political will of the 
Palestinian people, the strength 
of Palestinian institutions, the 
ingenuity of Palestinian diploma- 
cy, the courage of the Palestinian 
mothers and fathers who taught 
love of their country to genera- 
tions of Palestinian children, the 
creativity of the Palestinian artists 
and poets and the love and com- 
mitment of Arab peoples and 
governments for what never stop- 
ped being their cause. 

All of these combined were 
-forms of non-violent Palestinian 
political struggle. They found 
their highest expression m the 
first few years of the intifada, 
when a creative mass movement 
put the Palestinian issue before 
ttilf'eyes of World.' iTkF'ctril- 
dren witif^tbeir stcWCs, the ifiass 
protests, strikes and the develop- 
ment of an independent Palesti- 
nian infrastructure, these were 
tiie weapons that dramatically 
pushed the Palestinian cause for- 
ward. 

Here in the U.S., the intifada 
transformed public debate. The 
Palestinian children who lost 
their lives as Israelis traded bul- 
lets for stones challenged the 
conscience of Americans in the 
same way that a generation ago, 
black dvil rights demonstrators 
had done. 

But a fanatic Likud govern- 
ment and an American foreign 
policy incapable of quick change 
(for well-known domestic politic- 
al reasons) frustrated the intifa- 
da. The courage of the children 
and their largely non-violent 


struggle did not reap their de- 
served reward. Adroit manipula- 
tion of the' Madrid process en- 
abled the Palestinians to insert 
themselves as an independent 
force and even that success did 
not produce a victory. 

But two years later, with the 
peace process in danger of col- 
lapse, the Palestinians quite 
cleverly snatched victory away 
from the jaws of defeat.' In the 
process, they have given up a 
weapon . that no longer served 
their cause (if, in fact, it ever had) 
and accepted purely political and 
economic tools as their weapons 
of choice. 

The negative critics say the 
Palestinians have lost their lever- 
age, but, in fact, their real lever- 
age will increase and their politic- 
al strength will grow. There is no 
military solution to this political 
problem — just as Israel has not 
been defeated, the will of the 
Palestinians is the strongest 
weapon that people have in the 
strength for national liberation. 

Wfrat army freed Lithuania? 
What war reunified Germany? 

By accepting a phased 
approach to a solution, the 
Palestinian people are accepting 
the challenge to build the infras- 
tructure of a state from the 
ground up. Economic, political 
and social institutions which the 
Israelis would never have allowed 
to be built will now take shape. In 
two to five year’s time Palesti- 
nians will have created new and 
irreversible realities in Palestine. 
These new factors plus their will 
to be a free and independent 
people will create the leverage 
drat will make statehood a real- 
ity. 

And two to five years of build- 
ing prosperity and security and a 
stable civil society will have the 
additional effect of transforming 
political opinion in Israel and 
removing resistance to Palesti- 
nian statehood even among 
American Jews. In that new poli- 
tical climate it will be posable to 
negotiate those issues that cur- 
rently seem insoluble. In that new 
context, it will be possible, as 
Walid Khalidi once put it, “to 
think the unthinkable”. 


The problem with the negative 
critics is their inability to recog- 
nise process and change. They 
presume that in three years Israel 
will be the same os it is today and 
that Palestinians will be in tire 
same condition they are in today. 
In reality, both societies will 
change dramatically over the in- 
terim period. 

This is not to suggest that the 
process will be simple or that 
change will come easily. There 
are still many details to be negoti- 
ated and added to the accords, 
but already the Palestinian poli- 
tical capital in the U.S. has dou- 
bled. Already their leverage has 
increased. The PLO's ability to 
use this leverage to secure Israeli 
compliance with, the spirit and 
letter of the accords is greater 
today than it was at any time 
during the Madrid process. 

With Israel’s withdrawal from 
all Palestinian population cen- 
tres, with “full authority” being 
established in Gaza and Jericho, 
with independent Palestinian de- 
velopment in the entirety of the 
occupied territories, this accord 
must be seen as a victory. A small 
victory, perhaps, but a step on 
the road to a much larger vic- 
tory. 

Having been witness to the 
signing ceremony in Washington 
and having also been involved 
full-time in the struggle for 
Palestinian rights here in the U.S. 
for the past 20 years, I want to 
add two further dramatic de- 
velopments which resulted from 
this accord. 

In fact, a taboo was broken and 
a myth was shattered last week. 
By negotiating with and formally 
recognising the PLO, and by sign- 
ing an accord containing multiple 
references to “the Palestinian 
people”, the Israeli government 
has for the first time acknow- 
ledged the existence and legitima- 
cy of a distinct national commun- 
ity of Palestinians. 

In the West, the political focus 
of the Middle East policy debate 
had historically been the Palesti- 
nian failure to recognise Israel. 
But for Arabs, the defining issue 
of the Middle East conflict has 
always been refusal of many west- 


ern states and Israel to recognise 
Palestinian national rights. 

-Palestinians were called re- 
fugees or Arabs. In Hebrew liter- 
ature. they were often referred to 
in Biblical language — “stran- 
gers” in the land of Israel. More 
recently, the Likud governments 
of Mr. Begin and Mr. Shamir 
termed them the “Arab inhabi- 
tants of Judea and Samaria.” In 
the Camp David Accords, for 
example, Mr. Begin wrote that 
this term should be used in the 
official Hebrew text. Palestinians 
were never viewed as an indepen- 
dent people. 

There was the implicit assump- 
tion that if recognition were given 
to the Palestinians as a distinct 
people or as a national commun- 
ity. then they would ultimately be 
recognised as having national 
rights to self-determination or 
statehood. 

In a telling comment before the 
National Press Club in 1985, Mr. 
Rabin said that a dialogue be- 
tween the United States and the 
Palestine Liberation Organisa- 
tion was “unacceptable” because: 
“Whoever agrees to talk to tire 
PLO means that he accepts in 
principle the creation of an inde- 
pendent Palestinian state be- 
tween Israel and Jordan." 

As someone who has fought 
the arcane battle over platform 
language at several past national 
and state Democratic mid Repub- 
lican conventions, I can attest to 
the blanket refusal of pro-Israel 
supporters in the United States to 
even accept the term “Palestinian 
people.” 

To invalidate the PLO and the 
notion of Palestinian people- 
hood, a taboo of near religious 
proportions was established 
around the PLO — no talks, no 
contact, no recognition. Any 
U.S. politician who violated the 
taboo could pay with his or her 
political life. 

To therefore witness not only 
the signing of the recent agree- 
ment and the handshake between 
Mr. Rabin, Mr. Arafat and Mr. 
Clinton, bat to see the steady 
stream of visitors to Mr. Arafat’s 
hotel here in Washington, includ- 
ing former President Carter, for- 



Did the Gaza- Jericho first give 
birth to a ridiculous mouse? 


The writer is a Cyprvs-based 
journalist: speciali s ing in Isla- 
mic and Middle Eastern 
affairs. He contributed this 
article to the Jordan Times. 


By G. H. Jansen 


Seldom can any bilateral 
agreement between two anta- 
gonists have produced such 
strange reactions as has the 
“Gaza- Jericho first” accord. 
These strange reactions are of 
two sorts. 

When an agreement comes 
after an armed conflict, as it 
has in this case, and there is a 
victor and a vanquished, Israel 
and the Palestinians, it is nor- 
mal that one ride, the victor, 
be pleased with the terms 
reached and the vanquished 
unhappy with the result. This 
was most dearly seen in the 
peace agreements made after 
world Wars I and II. 

But “Gaza-Jericho first” has 
produced reactions of accept- 
ance and rejection on both 
rides, and very bitter rejection 
at thati Since the PLO and the 
Israeli government worked out 
the terms together, they both 
naturally accept them but 
neither does so with any great 
enthusiasm, which is why the 
negotiations were shrouded in 
great secrecy and hidden even 
from their own rides. 

The opposition to the agree- 
ment, on both rides, is very 
angry and bitter, with those 
responsible being denounced 
as “traitors” ana threatened 
with death. Since Israel is a 
state, the opposition there — 
the Likud party, some of the 
religious parties and the set- 
tlers — cannot very well 
threaten to abrogate or repudi- 
ate something which the gov- 


ernment has accepted, but they 
threaten that if once again in 
power, they will ignore the 
agreement and do everything 
to counter its effects. On the 
PLO side, the opposition, 
under no such restraint, says 
that it aims to “destroy” the 
accord. 

There is widespread agree- 
ment among the Palestinians, 
even including those who 
accept the accora, that it gave 
away too much and got too 
little in return: according to 
President Hafez Al Assad, 
“nothing. There are solid 
reasons for reaching such an 
assessment: Israel has not rec- 
ognised the Palestinian right to 
a state and has merely recog- 
nised the PLO as the Palesti- 
nian people's “representa- 
tive." Israel is to permit li- 
mited automony in the Gaza 
Strip and Jericho, but has 
made no commitment to with- 
draw from the West Bank, 
only to discuss it, and the 
status of Jerusalem a few years 
hence. Also, the Palestinians 
are to end the intifada, which 
pushed Israel into making the 
agreement, and without any 
quid pro quo because Israel 
still occupies the West Bank. 
Very little on the return of the 
refugees and nothing on the 
release on the thousands of 
detainees was tackled. 


fects in the agreement, accord- 
ing to the Israeli opposition, 
exist in the realms of night- 
mare. According to the Israeli 
critics, the Labour govern- 
ment, having “given away" 
“Gaza and Jericho first" will 
next give away Jerusalem and 
Tel Aviv. According to the 
feverish rhetoric of foe Likud 
Party leader Benyamin 
Natan yah u, foe danger is not 
of a give away but of a Palesti- 
nian conquest of Jerusalem 
and Tel Aviv as pan of foe 
Arab plan "to drive the Jews 
into foe sea" — even that stale 
old canard has been revived. 
To believe in this hysteria is to 
grossly underestimate the 
capacity of the Israeli armed 
forces, which, they say, are 
stronger than those of all the 
Arab states put together. A 
military response to these hys- 
terics was called for. 


A fundamental flaw, from 
the Palestinian point of view is 
that Palestinian rights to self- 
determination and statehood 
are not seen as absolute, but as 
conditional, depending on 
“good behaviour.” These are 
massive and glaring faults ih 
what even foe authors of the 
plan call a gamble. 

On the other hand, the de- 


To deflate these baseless 
fears, no less than 130 retired 
and reserve Israeli officers, all 
above the rank of colonel, in- 
cluding two lieutenant gener- 
als, that is retired chiefs of 
staff, and 50 major generals, 
put their names on an adver- 
tisement from the Israeli Com- 
mittee for Peace and Security 
which appeared in “The Jeru- 
salem Post” on Sept. 15, two 
days after the signing cere- 
mony, which said that they 
supported the initiative of Mr. 
Rabin and Mr. Peres. They 
went on to say that peace and 
security were intertwined. 
These words from the Israelis 
who know most about war, its 
war heroes like Bar-Lev, 
Gazit, Hod. Ben-Gal and Har- 
kabi, would, perhaps, convince 
Israelis who want peace, but 
do the Likud and other hard- 


liners really want peace? Or do 
they just want to hang on to 
foe land? 

The “Gaza-Jericho first” 
deal certainly makes it easier 
for them to do so. 

But as one. thoughtful 
Palestinian analyst. put it, “we 
could not expect anything bet- 
ter after losing six wars: our 
defeats are catching up with 
us." 

The second strange reaction 
to “Gaza-Jericho first” is that 
while the two parties directly 
involved reacted with, at best, 
grudging acceptance and at 
worst, furious rejection, foe 
outriders not directly involved 
hailed it as a hugely positive 
happening: extravagantly emo- 
tional words were used like 
“breakthrough,” a “new 
dawn.” a “new era” and so on 
and so forth. This was mere 
media hype managed by the 
U.S. Thus, there was and is a 
wide gap between “inside" and 
“outride” reaction, so wide 
that when Compared, one can- 
not wonder whether the same 
event is being referred to. 

Thus, while there was a wild 
rejoicing on the streets of 
Palestinian towns, nowhere 
else in the Arab World was 
there anything comparable to 
the mood at foe ceremony on 
the south lawn of the White 
House: not just the well-staged 
formal ceremonial drama but 
the euphoria, the hand- 
clapping and hand-shaking, tiie 
smiles and the occasional tears. 

The U.S. had to stage this 
drama in order to get back into 
foe Israel: Arab peace process, 
after having been deliberately 
excluded, not least by foe 
Israelis, from foe Isr&eli-PLO 
negotiations in Oslo. 


mcr President Bush, American 
Jewish leaders from the Senate 
and Congress, suggests just bow 
dramatically the ground has 
shifted in recent weeks. 

The taboo has been broken and 
for the first time the public view 
a Palestinian people represented 
by their own leaders and present- 
ing their own grievances, history 
and hopes for the future. 

Some critics suggest t hat M r. 
Arafat is only now being accepted 
because he has surrendered 
Palestinian rights, but that 
ignores foe reality of the text of 
the accord Mahmoud Abbas 
(Abu Maz&n) signed. True, Mr. 
Arafat put down his gun and 
carried only an oUve branch and 
true, he accepted an interim pro- 
cess rather than demanding an 
immediate state, but fie did not 
surrender foe right to a state or 
the right to Jerusalem or the right 
of the 1948 refugees to return. 

And those politicians and 
American leaders who came to 
see Mr. Arafat did not behave as 
though they were witnessing foe 
last rites of a dying movement, 
people of the stature of those 
who visited the chairman here do 
not spend time with losers. They 
came fully aware of the fact that 
the PLO had won a victory and a 
state is in the process of being 
born. 


Minister Rabin and PLO Chaq- 
man Arafat to tike WUw Hobm 
for the signing ceremony, hi 
effect to give pobbe wfcMh * 
this new chapter in Middle Estt 
history. Equally rigmficaca **> 
foe while Howe aviation fcr 4 
Arab American and Jewish. 
American leaders to attend foe 
rigging c eremony toeg and (bent 

smaller White House sets** Mfo 

President Clinton. Vice Preriden 
Gore and Secretary of State War- 
ran Christopher. 

Not only did Mr. Rabin and 
Mr. Arafat shake bands, but after 
a day of wi messing tins Mttork 
breakthrough. Arab Americans 1 
and Jewish Americans took tbetr 
own steps towards reconcftwaon. 
plans, meetings and dscaaM 
are already being laid to hdp 
support and build upon foe agree- 
ment signed last week. Interes- 
tingly. in all those da oari o o s, m 
one spoke of the past. Rather, aS 
eyes focused on foe detailed work '■ 
to be done in order to bo2d $ 
better future. 


As distressing as the PLO 
taboo bad been, Arab Americans 
and progressive Jewish Amer- 
icans who supported foe resolu- 
tion of the Arab-Israeli conflict 
<m the basis of mutual recognition 
far**! yet another hurdle. The 
idea that the. Middle East conflict 
was in all probability “insoluble" 
complicated political discourse 
not only between the two com- 
munities but also within policy- 
making channels at the State De- 
partment and in Congress. 

The conventional wisdom that 
emerged proffered several 
theories, all of them ahstoric and 
unfair but nevertheless pervasive. 
What was described as the “age- 
old” enmity between Arabs and 
Jews, it was argued, was too 
“deeply rooted” to overcome. 
Another suggested that the Mid- 
dle East conflict was “too com- 
plex” to allow a solution. Still 
another popular notion was the 
idea that Jews and Arabs were 
congenitally flawed and therefore 
Were' not capable of the kind of 
compromise and dialogue peace 


• It therefore was a shock to the 
political culture of this country to 
read the finished text of the Gaza/ 
Jericho agreement. It was subtle, 
complex, comprehensive and 
masterfully constructed to allow 
for future accommodation. And 
it was the result of tough, secret 
negotiations between the Israelis 
and foe Palestinians' themselves. 

The collective gasp of pundits 
and policy-makers . alike upon 
news of foe breakthrough was 
thus a reaction to Che shattering 
of much-cherished myths. Sud- 
denly, peace was indeed possible. 

In a masterful stroke, President 
Clinton invited both Israeli Primus 


LETTERS 


History rearranged 


To the Editor: 


Re^g toj^ arti^“U.S. asks Jordan to delete anti-Israeli 
rtemsfrom school books (Jordan Times, Sept. 20, 1993), I would 
like to make a few comments. 7 

During the past few days foe Arabs did a lot of recognishia. 
aoce^g commito i g, renouncing, assuring and affirming. But 
whatever foe Arabs do, it never seems quite enough, does it!? 

re ^ est . that Jordan make changes “m tte curriculum 
atJordaman schools, colleges and universities" appears at (his 

222; lon « 35 Israeli children are stiU 
taught those old songs of “Eretz Israel,” the Arabs have everv 

k? yf L ° f ^ tetween the Jewish state and Jordan is 
warded by a formal peace treaty, the Jewish state remains “the 
Jewish enemy . And as long as Israel does not return <wu» im* 
ocwpied Arab land to its rightful owner, it is an "usurper of Arab 

names - « historical facts. No 

-be du JS: 

Germany and France after World War U But thkriSSS?*' !5 
generations about each other and aboS 

adSt^ol fSS& * £ 

the issu 


uupusmg or measur 
confidence-building. 

be honestJnrtsdS *u ** has to 

both sides. The ^ ^ «> 

pain does not mean that aboalt ^ eir 


Ebuor Kaiser-Mohanuns 
P.O. Box 540383, . 

Abu Nnseir. 


readers on any subject they w £u°f aibu " aii * 
publication, however, ****** 

preferably address as M 

request and under speJ'J^™* ***** “ 


rajuesr and under special "Mibcfd ooh 


9** 


And. in fact, there is a great 
This 


deal of work to be done, 
a gr eement is not an end, but only 
a beginning and it will shift car 
priorities but not lessen the load. 

What is important is dun not 
only are we committed to foe 
work that will build peace, but 
the U.S. president himself is now 
totally invested in this process. 

I attended a smaller me e ting 
with the U.S. president and vice 
president two days after the sign- 
ing and once again we disea s e d 
the work to be done. This week 
we will have three meetings at tiie 
White House and State 
ment to discuss ways of 


mg sup port for the implementa- 
tion of foe accords, to bring 


private investment to develop the 
Palestinian lands and to seek out 
other non-traditional sources of 
training and support to build 
Palestinian infrastructure. 

Peace is not yet at hand. AS 
the issues have not been resolved. 
This is not a time for celebration. 
It is time for hard work. 

The critics say “no", that it 
easy to do. The critics are oootem 
to live with the pain of the real 
injustices of the past that is pain- 
ful, but also easy. 

What is difficult but right and 
ndbessary is to recognise the small 
victory that has just been woo 
and to take advantage of the 
doors that that small victory 
mens. We most accept the good 
wfll Of those who would work 
with ns to create a better future 
and we must put aside the pom 
and the cry for retribution (no 
matter how justified) and team 
instead to build new realities that 
will lead inevitably to an indepen- 
dent Palestinian state and a more 
secure, peaceful and prosperous 
Middle East. 

We must do this because it & 
right and because people's lives 
depend on it. 


The writer is president of the 
Washington-based Arab Amer- 
ican Institute. He contributed tins 
article to the Jordan Times. 
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By Lfoa Barkho 

• [Reuter 

BAGHDAD — In ancient 
times f^e Babylonians of 
southern Iraq tried to build a 
towep ** at reached the sky. 

But God stopped them, the 
Bible s ays, fearing that if they 
succeeded in building the 
Tower of Babel then nothing 
else would be impossible to 
them. 

Millennia . later President 
Saddam Hussein is defying 
the legend, and constructing 
a 70-storey r ^skyscraper. ■ 

"It wilrbe the highest in 
the whol& Middle Bast, " said 
site engineer Mazen Abdul- 


Middle East's tallest tower 
rises from Iraq's rubble 


lah- . . 

As it i 
dad sky I 


over the Bagh- 
the tower also 




symbolises the defiance of a 
nation defeated in the 1991 
Gulf War and hurting from 
U.N. sanctions imposed as 
punishment for its occupation 
of Kuwait. 

"The Tower of Saddam, 
the tower of defiance, "reads 
a sign halfway up the 203- 
metre high structure. 

State press and media 
chronicle progress almost 
daily. 

” Look if we are able to 
accomplish this under sanc- 
tions, just think of what we shall 




do when they are removed," 
Mr. Abdullah said. 

■Despite the sanctions no- 
thing has been spared in the 
construction effort. Hun- 
dreds of tonnes of steel and 
thousands of cubic metres of 
reinforced concrete have 
been fixed and poured. Mr. 
Abdullah said. 

"Everything we need is 
available locally," he said „ 
adding that some of the steel 
is actually from stocks looted 
from Kuwait durine the 


occupation. 

About 400 workers over- 
seen by 12 Iraqi engineers 
have toiled since mid- 1992 to 
finish the job on schedule. 
Mr. Abdullah hopes it will 
open to the public by the end 
of this year. 

The tower, set amid 10,000 
square metres in the fashion- 
able district ofMa'moun. has 
a futuristic look. There will 
be a rotating restaurant high 
up which can seat 200 people. 

"Clients will have a panor- 
amic view of all Baghdad in 


45 minutes during the day 
and 90 at night." said Mr. 
Abdullah. 

"There will be car parks , 
playgrounds and gardens all 
around he said. 

Its main function will be as 
a communications centre for 
radio and television transmis- 
sions across the country. 

The tower rose from the 
rubble of an earlier project 
which was levelled by allied 
bombing in the early days of 
the Gulf War. 




Nothing remained of that 
— even new foundations had 
to be built. 

It; is the star of a huge 
programme of construction 
and irrigation projects which 
Iraq has launched to absorb 
hundreds 'of thousands of 
young men re/eased from the 
army after the war. 

"Do not talk about cost. " 
said Mr. Abdullah. 

Initial estimates had to be 
revised several times because 
of soaring inflation. The di- 
nar fetched S3. 1 before U.N. 
sanctions were imposed. A 
dollar is now worth about 80 
dinars. 

"So far the tower has cost 
tens of millions of dinars. " 
the engineer said. 


Britons laugh off their Americans know their 

: recessionary blues country by their writers 


By Jill Serjeant 
Reuter . j 

EDINBURGH — Comedy is 
enjoying a nationwide re- 
naissance as Britons opt for a 
laugh to chase away the re- 
cessionary blubs. j 

Pubs , dubs and colleges 
that used to book rockjbands, 
strippers and hold karaoke 
nights, are pow turning to 
stand-up comedy and satirical 
revues — and there ’i no shor- 
tage of would-be Lenny 
Bruces to Gil the/bill. 

“The people who wanted 
to be rock stars h few years 
ago now want tv- be come - ' 
Sans," said Kaktn Koren, 
artistic director' of Edin - ' 
burgh ’s ■ premie/. 1 comedy 
venue the Gilded Balloon 
Theatre. 

Edinburgh's annual Fringe 
Arts Festival with its 1,235 • 
shows over threi weeks has 
become so dominated by 
comedians that* it bad been 
suggested Jtherq should, bp.3'* 
separate comecy festival Sa- 
tinet from tie weird amf\ 
wonderful thestxe, dance and 
music events how /breed to 
compete witt. the laughter- 
makers. 

Some 19 per cent of the 
Binge acts. come into the 
comedy, cfoaret or revue 
category and the majority are 
professionals who no longer 
need a "day job ” to make a 
decent livhg. 


cent lsvng. "Comedy 1 

; @<aiin®si!s @ff 


London alone has more 
than 30 comedy venues and 
arts centres around the coun- 
try are hiring stand-up comics 
where they used to book 
musicals and touring theatre 
companies. 

One of Britain's big tour 
operators has started booking 
the new young breed ofcom- 
ics for its overseas holiday 
hotels instead of song-and- 
dance variety acts. 

Entertainment in general 
suffered during the economic 
recession but promoters be-, 
gan to realise that hiring a 
man or woman with a mic- 
rophone was considerably 
cheaper than footing the bill 
for stage sets, costumes , ex- 
pensive lighting and large 
casts. 

They didn't have to wait 
long for the audiences to 
come Gooding back. 

"People have been in the 
doldrums politically and eco- 
nomically. : Com edy is king 
and at tpe end. of the., day it 
cheers pecfde dp Some people say it 
the new mck *ji* roll," said 
Richard Bucknali, agent for 
some of Britain's rising stars. 

Edinburgh offers comedy 
to suit every taste at almost 
every hour of the day — from 
the deadpan and the cynical 
to the political, the anarchic 
and the outrageous women 
getting their own back after 
years of mother-in-law jokes. 

" Comedy has really come 


Palestinian Autonomy: Self-Government 
And Peace 

By Harvey Sicherman ■ ■ 

WeStvie w Press, Oxford 1993 

• 

When the Arabs and Israelis gathered in Madrid in 
October 1991 , in a blaze of publicity and high expectations, 
it was bard to resist the exhilarating feeling that we were 
witnessing the start of a new era in Arab-Israeli relations. 
That feeling, which brought thousands of Palestinians onto' 
the streets of the occupied territories, waving m oGve 
branches and heating their delegates like conquering 
heroes, was of course quick to dissipate. Little changed on 
the grounil ana Yitzhak Shamir was still in charge of the 
most right-wing government in Israel's history. 

Many Israelis experienced their own moment of euphor- 
ia seven months later, when Yitzhak Rabin’s Labour Party 
trounced Shamir's Likud in national elections. A right-wing 
cabinet 'was soon replaced by one which, contained minis- 
ters who had advocated Palestinian statehood. Again, it 
was a time o (heightened anticipation. A bloody year later, 
Rabin’s' government had sealed off the occupied territories 
and the army was once again killing Palestin ian children 
with alarming' regularity -egularity. 

But tire fitful nature of the process, and the violence 
which surrounds it, should not blind us to what is going on. 
As Harvey Sicherman points out , Palestinian autonomy 
will hot be an end hi itself, but "an Israeli mandate for the 
emergmg'Arab state' of Palestine .” This is of course a 
notion-wfiicti the Palestinians ding to and about which the * 
Israeli government — and Israelis, in general — are 
profoundly apprehensive. And it is this meeting of hopes 
and fears that tendon and violence breed. Harvey Sicber- 
man sap the emotional barriers to an eventual accom- . 
modatfen “should not be underestimated. ” The overriding 
interest of the parties at this relatively early, stage , be 
suggests , is not to fix the final status , but to reach a point 
beyond “ the terrors of the status quo.” 

Sicherman 's book is not about the emotions and terrors 
of die Arab-Israeli conflict , but an account of the genpsis of 
the concept of autonomy, principally in the period which 
followed Anwar Sadat's Jerusalem visit in November 1977. 
As oae reads this accessible story of the peace process 
which ensued and lasted until Israel's invasion of Lebanon 
in 1982, one ts . repeatedly struck by how. familiar it all 
sounds: the shuttle diplomacy, the procedural wrangles, 
the debates oyer terminology. Much of it could easily 


into its own and you get a 
much wider section of society 
coming in to see you,” said 
Donna McPhail, 31, who is 
performing her Grst one- 
woman show in Edinburgh 
after falling into stand-up 
seven years ago. 

“ Where you used to be 
playing to woolly liberals, 
you now get a huge bunch of 
lark at the back. It was fright- 
ening at Grst especially be- 
cause some people are a bit 
bigoted about women being 
funny, but much more chal- 
lenging, " McPhail said. 

Edinburgh, with its esti- 
mated 259,000 festival visi- 
tors, is the biggest platform in 
Britain for comics to improve 
their skills and attract the 
talent-spotters who can turn a 
one-night stand in a smoky 
Hub into a much-prized tele- 
vision show. 

The Gilded Balloon, which 
has grown from presenting 
sevep comedy .shows a day m 
I960 to 50 this year, has been 
inundated with people of alt 
ages and walks of life wanting 
to enter its ‘‘so you think 
you’re fenny? tryout com- 
petition in association with 
Britain's independent Chan- 
nel 4 Television. 

"We had 150 applicants 
and only 42 [daces in the 
heats. I’ve never seen so 
many people wanting to be 
comics said Koren. 
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By Nita Lelyveld 
The Associated Press 
WASHINGTON — The 
craggy New England of 
Robert Frost, William Faulk- 
ner's sultry, backwoods 
south, the wide open western 
spaces of Zane Grey — wri- 
ters have always helped 
Americans define the land in 
which they live. 

To illustrate that idea, the 
Library of Congress has pul- 
led together a rich mixture of 
photographs, manuscripts . 
maps and Grst editions that 
takes visitors on a trip across 
America 's literary landscape. 

The original idea was to 
showcase die library's collec- 
tion of literary maps, which 
point out where writers lived 
and worked. But the library 
has started with something 
small and added treasure af- 
ter treasure from its vast 
holdings. 

Take the orange - 
cardboard-covered . spiral 
notebook that contains the 
Grst draft, in pencil, of Tru-. 
man Capote's In Cold B/ood. 

“The Village Of Hol- 
comb.” he writes in teeny- 
tiny, immaculate script. 
“ stands on the high wheat 
plains of western Kansas, a 
lonesome area other Kansans 
call ‘out there."' 

In red ink, Walt Whitman 
traces the paths of his jour- 
neys across the Great Lakes 


on a map. and describes his 
travels in a letter to a friend. 

Another map shows the- 
fictional world of Yoknapa- 
tawpha County . rhe setting 
for novels like The Hamlet 
and Absalom adsalom it was 
drawn in pen and ink by the 
author of those novels. Wil- 
liam Faulkner. 

On lined paper. Zane Grey 
matter-of-faedy outlines one 
of his many Western novels: 
U.P. Railroads. He charts 
out a list of "themes, " includ- 
ing "daring adventures — 
hazardous trips — great con- 
flicts.” 

In cases throughout the ex- 
hibit are Grst editions of 
American classics, including 
Mark Twain's Roughing It, 
Richard' Wright's Black 
Boy. and Walden by Henry 
David - Thoreau. 

"I had never been away 
from home and that word 
‘travel' had a seductive charm 
for me," Twain wrote in 
Roughing It. *7 dreamed all 
night about deserts, and sil- 
ver bars.” 

In the words of writers like 
Twain — displayed through- 
out the exhibit — there is a 
sense of excitement and 
adventure . a sense that the 
country is still ripe for discov- 
ery. 

Jack Kerouac in On The 
Road, writes of "all that raw 
land that rolls in one unbe- 


lievable bulge over to the 
west coast, and all that road 
going, all the people dream- 
ing in the immensity of it. " 

"In the United States.” 
writes Gertrude Stein, "there 
is more place where nobody 
is than where anybody is. 
That is what makes America 
what it is." 

Particular regions of the 
country come alive . too, in 
the words of many of the 
writers featured in " Lan- 
guage Of The Land. " 

In neat script on yellow 
legal paper, William Styron 
describes the " tobacco fac- 
tories with their ever present 
haze of acrid sweetish dust" in 
the Gctional town of Port 
Warwick — based -on New- 
port News, Va. — where his 
novel — Lie Down In Dark- 
ness is set. 

Sarah Ome Jewett writes 
of the rocky coast of Maine,- 
where- "all the -weather- 
beaten houses ...face the sea 
apprehensively, like the 
women who live in them." 

Of Arkansas, Maya Ange- 
lou writes: "The sullen earth 
is much too red for comfort. " 

True to its journeying 
theme, the exhibit, "Lan- 
guage Of The Land: Journeys 
Into Literary America will 
hit the road itself this month. 
A tme Bag renaw i riB enssavss the 
country through at least 1995. 


describe the last two years. 

The all-important differences are, for the most part, not 
questions of nuance and modality, but the radically 
different environment in which the peace process takes 
place. The Palestinian uprising , the end of the cold war and 
the aftermath, of Operation Desert Storm are only the most 
obvious changes. What Ronald Reagan's Grst secretary of 
state, Alexander Haig, called the " consensus of strategic 
concern” now applies more widely than it did in 1980. And 
perhaps most important of all, the Palestinians are involved 
— not just as neutered participants in someone else's 
scheme, but as equal partners in a process they helped to 
design — Middle East International. 


Paui Adams 
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5 i theatre, begins to Sourish, but her marriage withers and 

PFI/fFiy eventually dies. She must then come to terms with an 

BP W MKt mm unconventional and often lonely existence. Meanwhile, in 

the background, she records the shifting fortunes of Nasser 

fast two vears and Sadat, the onset of “ fundamentalism and the 

mportant differences are. for the most part not 

of nonce and modality, but the ‘radically Aer 

ovironmcnt in which the peace process taka ‘P 8 *®' < *?. wns ofgoyemmcntred tape. 

Palestinian uprising, the endofthecold war and Wbjh . a PP eann S to a ^Sf SS • tte 

ruLsar* c mood of the times, often seem inappropriate, which raises 

tf,e Quest* 0 * of whether it & the task offlwsatre to provoke 
2E or to entertain. Or to encourage revolution. M Gloria 

Steinem declares in her foreword, LaOa Abou-Saifs 
deliberatefy SsminBt approach to E&ptian theate acts as 
7 rcr^vi ZwZZaZl a powerful symbol of women's efforts to rebel against 

it as equH^t^foTprocess they helj^to ® *** * *» 

Middle East International. Mudi ofAbou Smfs 'tife story reads like an attempt to 

address a series of unresolved dilemmas, such as the 

conGict between her apparent Westernisation and her 

Adsi^MS reality as an Egyptian woman. She eventually opts for the 
former. Another is her fascination with rural Egypt, to 
which she frequently and romantically refers in the person 
1 n n _ . — /Q t=T) of her grandmother, Om Abdou, around whose memory 

my @11 & book * constructed. 

Eventually , in a bid to come to terms with this aspect of 
XUV7/F$\TF*JJ/s$}(S her past, Abou-Saif sets off to make a film about her 

grandmother's village, only to encounter the barbaric 
horrors of female circumcision. Although eager to exposeand 
outlaw this practice, her liberal Western approach fre- 
> Through Tine quently seems to have had the effect of alienating potential 

sympathisers. In the end, one gains a sense of a somewhat 
By LsulQ AbOU-Saif isolated individual, not at all comfortable in her time or 

vrence Hill Books', New York 1993 ^ ace y 61 Sowing over with ability , imagination and good 

intentions. Despite her determination, however, the dark 

riding a with a dun nude Of her persona! and f0rCeS 

J endeavours, Laila Abou-Saif s aSubhjgraphy- . Wflifc one cannot help bm admrrc Lria Abou-Saif , n js 

nst the backdrop of a fascinating period of important to recogwse that sbe ,s the product of an 
ryptian history Subtitled “The Stofy Of An ^usually prmleged background and her mtitxpectionisa 

lanWboDeGed Centuries Of Tradition" and tew 

sounds like a cry ftom the heart, a call to help the Egypt 

an tbat if only the forces of reaction would let it, one 

hear in mind that alternative, equally compelling 
/Oman’s decision not to conform to society s virions exist 

is but, instead, to do as she wants^ The result is a Mthough occasionally lapsing into cliche and sen- 

sorrow, fulfilment and, ultimately, disappoint- timentabty. Dr. Abou-Saif deserves praise for her courage 

to traditional behaviour and the advice other her struggles and insecuritie s ^ 0 words. By 

^de^topursueaueducationaria 

s r ebn ^] b y _ L importantly, she has admirably iterated one woman's 

any the man of her parents dunce. It us the late J acbieve ^ objective wind, sadly, in tbe end. 

^ seems to have eluded her — Middle East International. 


A Bridge Through Time 

By Laila Abou-Saif 
Lawrence Hill Books', New York 1993 

Besides providing us with a chronicle erf her personal and 
professional endeavours, Laila Abou-Saif s autobiography- 
is set against the backdrop of a fascinating period of 
modem Egyptian history. Subtitled “ The Story Of An 
Arab Woman Who Defied Centuries Of Tradition” and 
originally published in 1985, the book retains its relevance 
because it illustrates the painful dilemma caused by an 
Egyptian woman's decision not to conform to society's 
expectations but, instead, todoasshe wants. Tberesultisa 
mixture of sorrow, fiiltiimcnt and, ultimately, disappoint- 
ment. 

Contrary to traditional behaviour and the advice of her 
family, Abou^aif determines to pursue an education and a 
career. At the same time , by way of compromise, she 
agrees to marry the man of her parents' choice. It is the late 
1950s. • 

Her studies eventually take her to the United States, 
where she becomes aware of a life quite different to the one 
sbe knew in Cairo. Back in Egypt , after several years in 
which Gfe and ideals Hash , her chosen profession , the 
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JOURNALISTS IN HIGH PLACES: Journalists, always 
frantically racing for scoops while also trying to meet 
deadlines and, in the case of television crews, competing for 
satellite feed time, usually count their blessings if a press 
conference or meeting at the Royal Court starts only one or 
two hours later than scheduled. Last week carried mixed 
blessings for two different groups of journalists. But it 
would have been all perfect had tbe two groups switched 
places. Tbe gathering of prominent journalists who met 
with His Majesty King Hussein last Saturday, and who 
were kept waiting for two and a half hours before the 
meeting began , would have loved being in the shoes of a 
CNN [Cable News Network) crew who had interviewed 
tbe monarch the Wednesday before ; just in fact as much as 
the latter would have also liked to be the media representa- 
tives during the Saturday encounter. The CNN crew bad 
counted that His Majesty would be late for tbe appoint- 
ment with them, since he usually has to give priority to 
handling the affairs of state, so they rook their time in 
setting up shop — cameras, microphones and all. But to 
their complete surprise, the King showed up exactly on 
time — well, just before tbe CNN guys could hook up their 
audio system properly for the question-and-answer session. 
While the interview was indeed shown on CNN, albeit in 
shortened version due to the sound quality, it took 
Jordanian expertise to save the day for everyone. Jordan 
Television engineers did eveiything technologically possi- 
ble to improve tbe quality of the sound, and they managed 
to air most (if not all) of it in good time. 

fr ft fr fr 

“SMART” BUT “SMARTING”: A journalist thought it 
was a “smart" question to ask Yasser Arafat, at a press 
conference Monday: “ What were tbe prospects for an 
fsrae/i-Pa/estinian confederation as opposed to a 
Jordanian-Palestinian confederation.” The journalist did 
not count on his question offending tbe PLO chairman , 
who lost no time in lashing out at the reporter for asking 
such a “loaded” question and being “ignorant” of the 
realities of the Palestinians under Israeli occupation. "It is 
an occupation economy with all tbe cruelty o f occupation. 
Or do you think we are taking a picnic under occupation?” 
Arafat asked back. This short story can be looked at in two 
ways. One is the obvious acceptance of the fact tbat the 
question was legitimate and that the questioner indeed 
wanted the PLO chairman to answer on it. But then, could 
anyone have expected Mr. Arafat, fresh from a round of 
intense talks with His Majesty the King, to answer such an 
explosive question? * which brings us up to the second 
scenario: Was the question asked for tbe sake of asking, 
perhaps for the beneGt of television cameras, or was it 
really intended to embarrass the PLO chairman? One 
would have thought the stoiy stopped there, but it did not. 
Another journalist asked the same question, although 
phrased more diplomatically, during a press conference 
Tuesday by Arafat confidant Yasser Abed Rabbo. "Good 
morning, ” came the answer from Mr. Abed Rabbo. “You 
are lucky that I don't have the temper of my boss, ” he said . 
referring to Monday's encounter. However. Mr. Abed 
Rabbo was gracious enough to say a few more words 
explaining that the Palestinian psychology after decades of 
Israeli oppression is in no mood to accept any interaction 
with the Zionist ideology and, as such, a confederation with 
Israel ' was not in tbe cards at all. 

■& ^ -A- tH- 

GOOD INTENTIONS MISUNDERSTOOD: While in the 
area of journalism and the press, the diary is reminded that . 
a question posed by a Jordan Times staff reporter to the 
Austrian president at a Royal Palace press conference 
three weeks ago, for some reason, was understood our of 
context. As far as that reporter was concerned, the 
question was simple and clear, its aim being to get the 
Austrian president to acknowledge Jordan's efforts to- 
wards democracy. "Having chaired (hosted) the interna- 
tional forum on human rights in Vienna two months ago . 
how do you see Jordan's contribution to human rights in 
the region , the Middle East?” This was the precise 
question. The Austrian president answered , as exactly 
expected by the questioner, by praising Jordan's human 
rights record and democratisation process. He even went 
back to the question at a different point and noted that 
Jordan's hosting of hundreds of thousands of refugees was 
another plus point in favour of the Kingdom . Sure enough , 
the replies added spice ro an otherwise lacklustre (from a 
media point of view) story and made headlines not only for 
the Jordan Times but also for other newspapers the next 
day. Why that question was taken our of context and doubt 
was shed on the credentials of that particular reporter, we 
do not know. We can only guess that somebody or some 
people might have told others that it was another " loaded " 
question meant to tarnish Jordan's human rights record. 
This could not have been the intention at all. since the 
question elidted a very positive answer, which is whn 
actually matters most in the end. 

Jlbduttah Hasanat 
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It’s all rock ‘n ’ roll tome 


Bf JMB-Cteude Ettas 


People who have teen using personal computers (PC) fora 
certain time tend to forgel that whatever the nature of the 
data (information) they are handling — words, numbers, 
images . music . and soon — it is all converted to numbers 
internally. A computer can process only numbers, nothing 
else. Knowing it theoretically is not enough. For the sake of 
efficiency, we need to keep it constantly in mind while 
working with a PC. 

Whether you are designing a birthday card using the 
famous Print Shop programme, or calculating your average 
monthly household expenses with the MS-Excel spread- 
sheet, the processor sees only digits. Colours, letters , 
shapes, lines, commands, actions you take, games you 
play . all are converted to numbers before being processed. 
To display or print meaningful results, once processing is 
done, on the screen or on the printer; the machine does the 
opposite conversion: Numbers become again colours, 
shapes, words, ere., for the operator to understand and 
use. 

This absolute, unequivocal rule (the conversion of data 
to digits and vice versa) offers virtually unlimited proces- 
sing possibilities that the average PC operator often doesn't 
even suspect. Hypothetically ; one could for instance turn a 
drawing into a sentence , assuming a formula is defined that 
would do this. It would work in the following way: First the 
computer converts the drawing to digits and stores them in 
the machine's memory — this first phase is unconditional. 
Then the formula takes the obtained digits and creates a 
sentence out of diem. 

How meaningful would such a sentence be or what 
exactly is the formula do not really matter. The important 
thing is that the described operation is perfectly possible. If 
the above example is fictitious, consider fractals. These are 
special geometrical structures, introduced in 1975 by 
French mathematician Benoit Mandelbrot, with complex 
scales and dimensions. Fractals have inspired avant-garde 
musicians who feed PCs with data in the form of fractal 
drawings and obtain computer generated, experimental 
music based OB such data. One might not slow dance on 



such sounds, but it is now very seriously talked about in the 
United States, France and Germany. 

If what precedes seems to esoteric, one can go back to 
Mr. Everybody's PC and the current de-facto standard- 
operating system, the MS-Windows. Under this software, a 
set of powerful. weB known programmes can run, each 
oriented toward different tasks. MS- Word is used for word . 
processing. Excel for spreadsheets and Access for database 
applications, to name only three of the most important 
Microsoft Windows packages. 

Suppose you type a report with a substantive amount of 


numbers under MS- Word, store it on your hard disk and 
later find that you need to perform complex calculations on 
the said numbers. While MS- Word does have the possibil- 
ity to perform arithmetic operations . advanced or compli- 
cated ones remain easier and faster with Excel. You 
therefore decide to go fqr a spreadsheet. Does this mean 
that you have to retype, " reenter all the figures again? Of 
course not. though there is a surprisingly large number of 
people who would do so. ignoring the fact, that they can 
simply transport, move their data from MS- Word to Excel. 

Exporting data from one programme to another has 
become a basic need for PC users. Some want to 
interchange data with friends or colleagues who are using 
different programmes, while some simply need to change 
data from one format to another as in the example above. 
Usually the operation is simple and painless especially if it is 
performed under Windows. All it takes is to know the 
necessary commands and then follow easy, step-by-step 
menus. 

Exporting data is great but can be dangerous sometimes. 
One has to ensure data integrity. In plain language , this 
means that the user expects to rind the imported data in the 
same shape he entered it originally in the exporting 
software. For instance, if you type your name with bold, 
dark characters in MS-Word and export it to Excel, you 
should see not only the very letters you entered but also the 
4 bold ' attribute of the characters. Page layout and para- 
graphs should also be preserved. 

There are cases where it is impossible to keep the same 
data format for the obvious reason that you are exporting it 
to another programme precisely because you want it in 
another format. Readjustments are sometimes unavoid- 
able. As long as they remain limited, they are perfectly 
acceptable. After all who would accept to export a 
perfectly circular drawing only to find it as elliptical as an 
egg in the end? ■ 

Serious software developers always take into considera- 
tion the users' need for data conversion. Though there is no 
official standard, most well known programmes have 
built-in “ import-export " facilities. The term itself means 
business. 
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. * On April 12,1938, the state of New York passed as 
fawn ipijnig mrdied tests for amniage licence applicants, 
the tint state to tin so. 
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John F. Kennedy established the 
_ the fastest talker in pobtictife. In a 
December, 1961, be spoke at tire rate of 


it it dr 


“I wish I were in his shoes," said a bystander as the 
celebrity, movie star Robert Huey, zoomed around the 
comer in his Rolls-Royce. 

“Have yon seen the gorgeous women who throw 
themselves at his feet?” whispered a second person. 

"Have you seen his estate?” remarked a third neighbour. 

■ “Wow! IPs a Taj Mahal. ” 

“Look at all the fans and admirers poshing and shoving 
to get near him,” acknowledged a fourth person. 

Robert Huey left hi s limousine to open his gate. The 
crowd surged upon him. 

"Leave me alotKl” He yelled frantically at them, m pay 
aB my bills next month.” 


it A Female mackerel lays about 500,000 eggs at a time, 
it To protect tbek eardrums, gunmen open their months 
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pumps 4^20 gallons every day. 
it it it 


itTwo \ undergraduates, eager to get married and continue 
their studies, presented their college dean with convincing 
arguments on how two could live cheaper than one. 

“Yes, I know,” said the dean. “Two can-bat three 
can't!” 


it The largest cake ever baked weighed twenty-five 
thousand pounds. H was made in August, 1962, in Seattle. 
WnhhM The cake was twenty-five feet high, with a 
of sixty fact. 
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LETS LEARN ARABIC 

Expressions of emotion 


it it it 

YOUR DREAMS INTERPRETED 

EXAMINATION: The classic daddy of obstacle with a 
classic simplicity of meaning. If you faded the examination, 
the dream is telling you that your ambitions are beyond 
your ability and you would benefit from a change of goal. 
However, if you passed the exam easily <xr h presented no 
major problem to you, it predicts comfortable achievement 
of aB your hopes. 

it it it 


lee 

WkoBHkbab. 

Icebe'aaaatazir. 

Lmda'iStitzar. 


— Won't yon do me this favour? 

Afa 

— With aB my heart. 

— Permit me to apologise. 

No apology is needed. 

Can / be of any help to you? 

Hal ymnkimtwi an osa’idaka fee shay? 
That's kind of you. Humkaramouainkm. 

Can I leave now? BUtasmahleeMI ornghadaraal man? 
Keep well l Fee re'ayetB 'fab. 

I deeply indebted to you. Ana madeenon lake bishshokr. 
I wish I could repay you. 

Atuamnm an akabB jamedaka bB-mkbL 
It’s a sad thing. Lmahulashay*oamahxta. 

What a shame! Ya&oari 

You're very much to blame. 

Tm awfully sorry. 


GAVEL: Seen or used in your dream a gavel forecasts the 
correction of an injustice. 

PUZZLES 

Mammal ladder 


(A) you change the largest mammal into the smallest 
mammal by chang i ng just one letter at a time? 


it it it 


RANK OF KNOWLEDGE 

Cleopatra 

itra, who Hired from about, 69-30 BC, was the 
daughter of the ancient Egyptian king Ptolemy 
XI. She had enemies who drove her oat of Egypt She then 
appealed to Julius Caesar for help. He made her queen of 
Egypt. Mark Antony was so much in love with her that he 


stayed at her court for kmg periods when he should have 
m Rome. At the naval battle of 


been helping to govern 


Actium she brought her Beet to help him. Mark Antony 
and Cleopatra were defeated in battfe. Both of them then 
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kiUed themselves. 


it it it 


it He was a 
neighbours. 


TIME FOR FUN 
famous movie star, the envy of aB his 


(B) Brain-teasers! 
1. You see three \ 
women, nor chile 


1. You see three people fishing. They are neither men or 
dloren. Can you tell what they are? 


2. Can you think of an English word of four letters which 
reads the same upside-down as it does right-side up, when 
printed in capital letters? 
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First day away from home 


By E. Yaghi 


This summer began innocently and peacefully enough until 
my two sons returned unexpectedly after they bad spent 
some years as expatriates in America in order to obtain 
their degrees. The eldest son decided to accept a job offer 
at cue of the private universities here in Amman while his 
younger brother applied as a transfer* student from an 
American University. It was on one sweltering simmer 
evening that my sons suddenly burst into the relative calm 
arid peace of our bumble home and from that moment on. 
our lives have constantly been in turmoil and upside down. 

A few days after our sons' intrusion into our lives, my 
youngest, who now belongs to the ill-tempered alliance of 
teenagers, approached me and asked: “Do you ■ notice 
anything different about my face?" 

Frankly, I failed to see beyond the blemishes of teenage 
acne, so I confusedly replied: “No, nothing special . Why? 
Is there something wrong?" 

All experienced parents learn sooner or later that our 
universe revolves around children of this age and that they 
live in a plastic bubble where not much else but themselves 
exist. Besides, all parents in my age bracket existed long 
before planes, trains, and computers and in fact, dwelt in 
caves as we grew up if we ever happened to be small in the 
first place. My answer proved to provoke instant disgust 
from my son , so he pulled up his shirt showing blotches of 
red dotting his back. 

“Oh, oh. I guess you should pay a visit to the doctor. It 
looks like you have chicken pox ! Is it possible that a boy 
your age could contact it?" 

After an instant check-up which lasted for two minutes 
following two hours of waiting, the doctor proclaimed as he 
shook hits bead: “Yes, be does certainly have the pox. I'm 
giving him an antibiotic and Calamine lotion to stop the 
itching 

At home, my son commenced to paint his entire self with 
lotion and in the sweltering heat of our summer, retired 
while his red spots multiplied until be was covered from 
head to foot with bright scarlet stains while each day his 
appearance grew worse and the itching more. It's all my 
fault, I thought. When One of the older boys broke out with 
the disease while small , I isolated him from the rest of the 
family and none of his other brothers or sisters contacted it. 
Now we are all paying the price for trying to prevent an 
outbreak while the children were all young. 

A week or two later, my twenty-year-old returnee broke 
out in chicken pox too. By now I was becoming an expert at 
the disease , so I shooed him off to the doctor only to have 
him come home ,with. “I've got it too. ” 

And last but never least , my eighteen-year-old son broke 
out with the pox a few days after he was accepted at JUST. 
■Two of the lesions appeared on his eyes on a Friday, so it 
was off to the eye doctor to save the vision of my son. We 
were ordered to wait in the clinic as there were no other 
patients and would not contaminate anyone but ourselves. I 


looked at mv son. He was a mess, red Notches speckled his 
bet neck and inns and »ith to end eye,, to i 

certainly must seen, [hghtcnmg and . .. 

Forty-five minutes later, our important doctor arrived 
We were herded into his office and I collapsed tm a nearby 
chair while my son's physician grabbed silt we Of 
important looking instruments and carefully inspected the 
elarine spots which threatened my sons eyestgfu. 

*7s/V dangerous, doctor?" I anxiously asked wtingmgmy 

hands in concern. „ 

‘*N6r if proper care is taken, he methodically repned, 
putting awav his expenshv instruments. “Just far sure oof 
to let him 'scratch or else he *ill have scan all over. 

Just before I walked out of his ordered Nue office, he 
scribbled the number 25 on a scratch of paper aadhantkrfit 
to me to giw to the clerk in the waiting room. ‘‘That wt/J be 
JD 25. please." reported the clerk. « 

/ turned to mv son. thinking my cars dnmjhear the 
number right, but I was mistaken and resentfully pro- 
ceeded to fork over the money for two minutes of service. 
However, in the end. I figured his eyes were torth the 
price and dolefully returned home with a long prescription 
of different eye drops and antibiotics. 

On the day of registration, my red spotted son too* off to 
Jrbid loioking like some kind of freak. I imagined au the 
passengers on the bus to flock to the other end when they 
saw him bearing his contagious affliction, hut there Was no 
one then at home who could have gone instead of hint. The 
same day he and some friends of his located an apa dmcfll 
to share together and in the evening, he wearily slumped 
home in triumph for his impending freedom away from 
parental supervision. 

Summer's almost over, my vacation is ended, t stopped 
feeling like a ward in a hospital and my speckled^ son 
stampeded off to seek his education at one of the finest 
universities in Jordan. Then why does that empty feeling 
keep creeping in on me? Last Friday, my JUST son packed 
his bags and bid us all remaining family members farewell. 
It brought back to my mind his first day of school in the first 
grade. It signified a transition from infanthood to child- 
hood and I struggled to choke back the tears as / ushered 
him into his class and anxiously queried his teacher: “ Will 
he be all right?" 

So here he finally was. passing into . another transition 
from childhood into young adulthood and ready to fly the 
nest. Eighteen years of love and care disappearing into a 
cloud of remorse on my part. “Oh. I'll miss you so much." I 
moaned as 1 hugged and kissed him .*■ 

“Me too. " he admitted as he shook my hand and gaily 
sauntered down the stairs on the path to freedom. But I am 
assured he will return next Wednesday with a huge pile of 
dirty wash and an empty stomach and 1 figure home may 
start looking like not such a bad place to be after all. Arid 
as a parent 1 think my line of strategy should be as 
Napoleon's, " Victory belongs to the most persevering. ” 




JTV CHANNEL 2 
WEEKLY PREVIEW 

"v ."i* ■ *i vir* ;t-': ... 


Thursday^ Jape . 23 


&50 Coach 


9:10 Act Of WB1 


Starring: Victoria Tennant 
and Elizabeth Burley 


A mother dies ami leaves 
behind her two sons and a 
daughter. They are extremely 
poor. The two boys travel to 
Australia to work and their 
sister begins to learn nursing. 


IftM Hews Id fag** 


Hk20 Feature FBm — Johnny 
Tnmam 


Boston 1772, prior to the 
American Revolution, the 
British force the people to 
pay high taxes and those who 
do not pay have their lands 
confiscated. 


&30 Head Of The Class 


Rebel Without A Class 



Tuesday, 5p p t 28 


8£0 People Text Door 
A Jealousy Sfary 


A very old friend of Walter's 
visits him. » 


9&0 Faces And Place 

i 

9f$0 Documentary — Yoyo- 


ThroWeman 


This episode rafts about 
yacht racing \ 


XOdlO News In finglfrfr 


10:20 Feature FBm 4- US 'oval ■ 
Weddin g 


Starring: Fred Astaite and 
Jane Powell. ; - 


A great musical aboard darh 
oer and bis sister who travel 
to London to present Briar 
show. 


One of the teachers, Mr. 
Dorffmann, is in trouble and 
Mr. Moore tries to help. 


Elixmbwth BBc^Govern aus Aileam ShomerviHe in 

Ashendan Friday at 10:20 


Wednesday, SmyL 
29 



9:10 Reasonable Doubts 


Maggie Finds Her Soul 


Starring: Richard Gorenna 
and Dennis Farina 


Monday, Sept. 27 


8-30 Head Of The C lam 
A Problem jjfce Marfa /■ 


Esther Williams, a battered 
woman, stabs her husband to 
death. Maggie, the famed 
lawyer, takes the case perso- 
nally and sees to it that 
Esther does not have to pay 
any lawyer. 


Sunday, Sept. 20 


8&0 The Golden Girls 


faJO Step By Step 
The Old House 


Blanch throws a party and 
invites only men, so she can 
be the only woman among 


A talent sh*w is- held fa 
tween theii school 
another ' 


theii j 
sebod. 


9:10 

Steele 


— rtaflrc 


M Hews In EagBsh 
10:20 Breaking Up 


Frank decides to demolish an 
old house where a family is 
still living. - 


9:10 Tbirtysomethhig 
Vm Nobody, Who Are You? 


9:10 Documentary — The 
Loveliest Journey 


The Experience Of Terminal 
Cancer 


800 IPs A Wacky World 

ftfl) Perspectives 

9-30 Varieties 

lOdIO News La 

10^20 Feature FBm — BBBsMe 


Gary and Suzaimah do not 
have enough money when 
weir baby girl gets sick, 
Michael and Hope try to 
help. 


At the end of 
in 1945 and aft, 
of the allies, El 
goes a lot of de 
agriculture and 



10D0 News La English 
10&0 The Outsider 

Vacant Possession 


r 

HhOO News In 


HhOO News la 
JfclO A&heoden '( 

Tto? Hairless Mexican 


10&0 French Series — Le 
Gertaat 


Mrs. Neil asks the lord to 
announce their marriage to 
the public, but he refuses. 


Le Gerfaut inherits a place 
from an o/d friend who owes 
him money. * 


fo this episode Aslcn 
to Naples wi£Tc 
m g> charismatic Mcict 
Their target fai c 
ttnywg Vital Avyrtfa 

pennarn from 


i 




Arts 6- Fashion 


JORDAN TIMES, THURSDAY-FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 23-24, 1993 







By James L. Eng 
The Associated Press 

SEATTLE — James Demile 
recalls the first bine he ran 
into Bruce Lee. 

It was 1958, Asian Day on 
Seattle's Capitol Hill. 

A frail-looking , 18-year- 
old Chinese kid with thick , 
round glasses was demon- 
strating martial-arts move- 
ments. 

To Demile, a beefy, street- 
smart, 20-year -old former air 
force champion boxer , it 
didn't look like fighting. 

“$o I went up to him and 
said, ‘gee, kid, that stuff 
looks good, but over here 
we're mean fighters.’” 

The kid challenged Demile 
to try to bit him. 

Demile fired a straight 
right. The kid parried the 
strike, then trapped both of 
Demile f s arms. 

“Before I knew it, boom, 
boom , boom he was hitting 
me on. the head, ” DemUe 
recalled. To finish it off, the 
kid knocked on Demile's 
forehead, as if to see if any- 
one was home. 

“That's when I met Bruce 
Lee. And I learned humility 


Brute Lee’s early years: Cocky , 
philosophical, hints of stardom 


in about five seconds, ” says 
Demi!e r now a Kung-Fu 
grandmaster who operates a 
martial-arts school in north 
Seattle. 

A decade later, Lee would 
go on to stardom, finding 
fame in Hong Kong, then in 
the United States as interna- 
tional cinema’s first martial- 
arts box-office superstar. 

But to Demile and others , 
it was the roughly five years 
Lee spent in Seattle — his 
late teens and early 20s — 
that are among bis most re- 
vealing. The Seattle years, 
largely overlooked in the re- 
cently released movie JJra- 
goh: The Bruce Lee Story, 
are those of a brash, cocky 
kid who found admiration 
through martial arts, peace 
through philosophy, love by 
chance and, ultimately, fame 
through determination. 

“Those were among tire 
happiest days we spent 
together," says Lee's former 
wife, Linda, who now lives in 
Boise, Idaho. “Bruce loved 
Seattle. It was a very peaceful 
and uncomplicated time of 
his life, when life was simple 
and fun." 

Lee was bom in San Fran- 
cisco in 1940, while the 


Chinese Opera Troupe of 
which his father was a mem- 
ber was touring the United 
States. Lee spent his child- 
hood in Hong Kong, then 
returned to the United States 
at m age 18. 

' After a brief stay in Cali- 
fornia, be moved to Seattle , 
where bis parents arranged 
for him to uve with Ping and 
Ruby Chow. 

Ping was also a member of 
the Hong Kong Opera 
Troupe and knew Lee's 
father. Ruby was a promin- 
ent member of Seattle's 
Chinese community and 
would later serve on the King 
County Council. 

“ Bruce was kind of like a 
prodigy in terms ofKung Fu. 
When he talked, everybody 
listened, ” says Jesse Glover, 
Lee's first Kung Fu student. 
“But when he started talking 
about other ■ subjects be 
sounded like a typical 18- 
year-old .” 

Lee and his students 
opened a small martial-arts 
club in Chinatown, and later 
in the University District 
when he enrolled at the Uni- 
versity of Washington. 

Those who knew him fir 


Seattle describe Lee as a bit 
of a showboat — a look-at- 
me youth who captured 
attentiqn at parties and other 
gatherings by doing two- 
Gnger push-ups and other 
acrobatic feats. 

Lee also had a serious side 
to him. 

“He could tell you the 
raunchiest joke and the next 
minute he would be spou ting 
some deep philosophy, ” says 
Taky Kimura. who became 
Lee’s assistant instructor and 
his closest friend. “He was a 
‘very charismatic person 

“He would go out and find 
poems in Chinese and come 
back to the Hub (the Uni- 
versity of Washington's 
(UW) Student Centre) and 
recite them and ask me what 
I thought, ” said Loony Kane - 
ko, who Lee met at the UW. 
“ People talk about the ex- 
troverted exterior he had, 
buut be was aJso sensitive. ” 

While at UW, Lee met and 
fell in love with Linda Em- 
ery, whom he would even- 
tually many. 

“At first I thought, ‘ this 
guy is pretty cocky.' But 
there’s a difference between 
being cocky and having a 
sense of great confidence," 




Emery says. “It was soon 
dear that everything he said 
he could do, he could do.” 

Emery also discovered 
Lee's philosophical side. “He 
wasn't always making jokes 
and goofing . around. We 
could have long serious dis- 
cussions about life." 

Though be didn't excel in 
school, Emery says, Lee read 
voraciously. He was espedal- 
ly fond of books on Eastern 
philosophy, martial arts and 
self-improvement. 

“He was very focused. 
That enabled him to achieve 
the things be did in his short 
life, ” she says. 

Lee never finished college 
and left Seattle in 1964 for 
Oakland, Calif. His goal was 
to start a chain of martial-arts 
schools. 

While in California, Lee 
was “ discovered ” by a televi- 
sion producer named William 
Dozier. He was cast in the 
short-lived series The Green 
Hornet. 

Lee later was considered 
by Warner Bros, for die lead 
role in the TV series Kung 
FU, but passed over in favour 
of David Garradrne. Col- 
leagues said Lee was infuri- 


ated at the snub. 

It wasn't until be returned 
to Hong Kong that he found 
stardom in martial-arts (Sms. 

He made just a handful 
and was m the midst of film- 
ing his last. Game Of Death, 
when he died July 20, 1973, 
in Hong Kong. The official 
cause of death : A brain 
aneurysm in the vicinity of 
the cerebral edema. Tabloids 
in Hoag Kong and elsewhere 
raised more sensational 
theories, ranging from death 
by drugs to a murder carried 
out by Hong Kong gangs 
known as Triads. 

Nearly two decades later. 
Lee’s son , Brandon, would 
also die under mysterious cir- 
cumstances. Brandon, 28, 
was filming a movie in North 
Carolina when he was fatally 
shot with a prop gun that was 
supposed to be loaded with 
blanks. 

The tombstones of Bruce 
and Brandon stand side by 
side in Lake Vie Cemetery on 
Seattle's Capitol Hill. The 
dirt around them is well trod- 
den — every day brings a 
steady trickle of friends and 
admirers, well-wishers and 
tourists. 


Devout Italian 
designer caters for ; 
fashion-conscious priest 


Copenhagen revives historic fortress 


y. 


By Adam Hannestad 

Reuter 

TREKRONER. Denmark — 
Copenhagen has begun pre- 
parations for its 1996 stint as 
cultural capital of Europe 
with a “post-modern picnic” 
— a floating rock concert at 
an 18tb century island for- 
tress. 

Almost 200 years after the 
fortress of Trekroner, guard- 
ing the entrance of 
Copenhagen's harbour, was 
taken by Lord Nelson’s Beet, 
it was besieged again by the 
British. 

This time, although the 
noise was as loud as the' 
admiral's cannons, the Brit- 


ish were on a peaceful mis- 
sion to inaugurate 
Copenhagen's newest tourist 
attraction. 

Three thousand jubilant 
Danes — committed to a 
frenzied 12-hour dance from 
dusk to dawn — took part in 
the Aug. 28-29 celebration, 
described by visiting foreign 
rock magazine writers as a 
new ‘ concept in rock. 

Three British bands , The 
Orb, System 7 and Dread- 
zone, used a spectacular light 
show on a mating stage in 
the water . surrounded by the 
: U-shaped island fortress.’ 

. The concert waspart of the 
Or& annual Copenhagen Wa- . 


ter Festival, a 10-day celebra- 
tion centred on Denmark's 
largest harbour and featuring 
concerts and plays for au 
audiences — including tho se 
more inclined to Handel than 
“ hip hop" 

For Trekroner, the concert 
heralded a new era as the 
city's newest tourist resort to 
be used for boat outings and 
musical picnics. 

_ Copenhagen authorities 
hope to inaugurate it official- 
ly in 1994 as part of their 
preparations for the city's 
year as cultural capital of 
Europe. . 

. At Trekroner, young and 
hot-so-yourig spectators 


crowded the piers, dancing so 
hard , they sent shivers 
through the concrete founda- 
tions of the fortress. 

On the lookout posts once 
used to scout for enemy ves- 
sels, others gathered to take 
in the latest in techno , ambi- 
ence, house and new age 
music while viewing the scene 
from above and tht 
Copenhagen skyline behind. 

The casemates — corridors 
built for housing soldiers — 
contained buffets, beer 
stands and multi-coloured 
tight shows. 

“It's fantastic,” shouted 
Christine Moeller of the 
organising team through the. 


noise, “ft’s all we bad hoped 
for. ” 

The volunteer organisers, 
young people from 
Copenhagen 's musical under- 
ground, had to plan every- 
thing from power- supply to 
the amplifiers, boats to the 
audience and even scuba di- 
vers as lifeguards if any over- 
enthusiastic dancer should 
make a wrong step. 

Ms. Moeller said they were 
not pdr off by the work and 
hoped to do more Boating 
concerts. 

Trekroner. built in 1787, 
ivas intended to guard 
Copenhagen's harbour and 
preventing enemy ships from 


getting within tiring range of 
the city. 

It was not completed when 
Nelson’s fleet fell upon 
■ Napoleon's Danish allies in 
1801 and it proved no match 
for the British guns. 

The fortress was finished in 
the 1860s but never played 
the role intended for it. 
When Nazi Germany's forces 
sailed into Copenhagen in 
1940, Trekroner was used by 
the Danish Navy as a pieme 
site and outdoor theatre. 

Since then, the island and 
fortress have been deserted, 

. . a symbol of Denmark 's past 
’ glpry as. a European sea 
"Iptiwer."" 
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By Samantha Conti 

Reuter 

SPOLETO, Italy — Clients 
crossing the threshold of 
Massimo Sansolini’s Roman 
studio are not the usual social 
butterflies fluttering around a 
fashion designer. 

They are an odd mix of 
dowagers , ambassadors’ 
wives ...and loving mothers 
in search of the perfect outfit 
for their son , the priest. 

Massimo Sansotini, a dev- 
out Roman Catholic who 
holds an honorary post at the 
Vatican, is Italy's only 
fashion designer who makes 
■ holy vestments and haute co- 
uture — expensive one-off 
designs made to tit the client. 

Mr. Sansotini says he be- 
lieves bis two vocations go 
well together, insisting 
fashion has always played an 
important role in the Roman 
Catholic faith . 

“Beauty has always been 
essential to the Catholic 
Church, ” Mr. Sansotini told 
Reuters at his home, in the 
Umbria region of central Ita- 
ly- 

Although be does not 
make clothes for Pope John 
Paul himself, Mr. Sanso/fiii 
has redesigned uniforms for 
the PonrnTs 12 “ Sediari ”, 
who escort heads. of state at 
the Vatican, and is the Holy 
See's self-styled fashion 
watchdog. 

In 1971, Mr. Sansotini — 
who is one of the Sediari — 
restyled the uniforms which 
had not been touched since 
the 16th century. They are 
now grey and violet to match 
the decor in a Vatican hall. 

He takes his job seriously 
and says he has lived “the 
most touching moments of 
his life ” serving Popes. But 
Mr.- Sansotini -*dm?S *2fiat, 
while working' helkcetj^his 


eyes peeled for fashion pec- 
cadillos. 

In nearly 30 years he has 
spent serving three Popes, 
Mr. Sansotini said he had 
taken careful note of style 
gaffes committed inside the 
Vatican. 

“I have seen a museum ■ of 
horrors,” he said. Each time 
I see an improperly dressed 
guest I let out a silent 
scream. ” 

He described, but refused 
to name, heads of state who 
betrayed all sense of proprie- 
ty at a papal audience by 
wearing jackets unbuttoned 
in the front or with vents in 
the back. 

Only a white tie and black 
tailcoat were acceptable, he 
said. 

Mr. Sansotini said he 
would soon publish a book, 
“Io, Sediario” which takes a 
behind-the-scenes look at the 
Vatican and its visitors. He 
himself spends only part of 
the week there. 

When he is not serving the 
Pope and scrutinising heads 
of state for sartorial slip-ups, 
be works in his Rome studio 
designing clothing for priests 
and society ladies. 

The overlap between altar 
wear and evening wear is 
clear. 

Mr. Sansotini loves jewel- 
led crosses. At a party at bis 
home in Italy's summer music 
capital Spoleto, women dres- 
sed in his designs wore large 
jewelled crosses as earings or 
hanging from the neck. 

He insisted these were just 
crosses — nor crucifixes < — 
and therefore not a symbolof 
the Roman Catholic faitli 

Some of bis clients dis- 
agreed. “ I am Catholic and 
am so proud tobewearipg 
said 'one woiifan 
tjjh $ fiatjsolini eyenqpg 
8i 
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How to own your favourite old master 


By Clare Pedrick 


MILAN, Italy — Daniele 
. . ■ Gallazzi's “Nuova Arte ” gal- 
- - iery in Milan is an art-lover's 

paradise — and an art deal- 
er’s nightmare. Its walls are 
studded with the world's 
.most famous masterpieces, 
*. " from Rembrandt to Xandins- 

ky and from Tiziano to 
Brueghel.. Gallazzi has 
Toulouse Lautrec's Moulin 
Rouge and Canaletto's View 
. : j ; ' Of Tne Grand Canal. In one 
corner is Monet’s Regatta at 
ArgenteuB. A few feet away 
: . r: hangs Andy Warhol's por- 
** % trait of Marilyn Monroe. 

‘ There is a Madonna by Raf- 
ri--™ faetio and Van Gogh's Sunf- 
lowers. It is a bit tike cram- 


ming the cream of the world's 
major art museums into one 
small space. Just one prob- 
lem — all of them are rakes. 

Gallazzi shudders at the 
word fake. He prefers to call 
bis paintings “signed copies. ” 
The 44-year-old gallery own- 
er, who gave up a career in 
the advertising business to 
indulge in bis passion for art, 
claims his unusual c ol lection 
is an antidote to the spiralling 
prices on the legitimate m ar- 
te f. “We have changed the 
rules of the game,” he said. 
“Who has not dreamed of 
owning a masterpiece instead 
of going to see it at the 
museum? Our idea is to tight 
the concept tbat beautiful ob- 
jects should be reserved for a 



chosen few.” 

Drawing heavily on the ta- 
lents and techniques of Italy's 
fertile artistic ■ underworld, 
Gallazzi claims high -quality 
reproductions can be an art 
form in their own right. “Art 
forgery is as old as art itself, ” 
be said. “We are. proposing 
an old game in a new guise — 
the signed copy.’’ 

Every painting sold by Gal- 
lazzi comes with a certificate 
of non-a utben tid ty, discreet- 
ly reminding the buyer not to 
try to sell It as an original. “I 
explain to . everyone who 
comes here that the product 
they are buying is only three 
months old, even though it 
may look much older , he 
said. “If a client then goes 
over the road to\ an antique 
dealer and buys ah old frame 
and tries to sell it\as a really 
old painting, then that's his 
business. ” 

Almost all the] 30 or so 
artists working tor Gallazzi 
are ex-rogues from the 
flourishing counterfeiting 
business. The gallery’s ori- 
gins go back to anjencounter 
with Florentine paipter Tollio 
Bartoli, a master-forger who 
was in trouble^ with the law 
because some of his paintings 
Mad turned up on the art 
circuit. “He was an asto- 
nishingly good artist — his 
De Chiricos and Rosaios 
were so convincing that 
leiy owners were easily 
in,” said Gallazzi. “I was so 
impressed I gave him a hand 
to get out of this ghetto of 
forgery and now be works for 

Bartoli and the other pain- 
ters used by Gallazzi can now 


Now they do it for us. 

Gallazzi's team of artists 
can turn their hand to almost 
anything, though most of 
them have their specialties. 
“We do everything , from 
Caravaggios to frescoes, from 
Picassos to the Impression- 
ists, trompe Toed, you name 
it and we’ll do it, said Gal- 
lazzi. “Some of our artists are 
better at Impressionism. 
Others are specialists in the 
19th century English school. 
They live all over the coun- 
try; we even have a couple 
abroad. I know exactly where 
to go when I get a commis- 
sion. ” 

Clients of the Nuova Arte 
Gallery choose from a hi 
pile of glossy art books st 
ed high on a table. Some of 
them want a copy of their 
favourite painting to hang on 
the wall of tbcirliving room. 
“A client comes in and says T 
want a nice Monet', so we sit 
down and choose one 
together, " said Gallazzi. 
Other people who come to 
the gallery already own the 
original, but want a copy 
done for security reasons. 
“ They put the real one in the 
bank, or they sell it," said the 
Milanese gallery owner. 

Gallazzi also sells to hotels 
and conference centres who 
want a prestige painting with- 
out spending a fortune. And 
be hires out masterpieces to 
theatres and movie-makers to 
■ use as props or backdrops. 
“We also do paintings in the 
style or the school of estab- 
lished masters,” said Gallaz- 
zi. “The result is an original, 
with a ‘gap' of several centur- 
dients commis- 


les. 


me 


rion portraits in the style of 
, for the 


whOm others 


the rmal thing 


ply their trade peacefully 
without fear of unexpected an artist they admire . 

visits from the police. They pleasure of seeing themselves 

are backed up by a network converted into along-necked 
of specialists in the ageing Modigliani or a cubist 
business — old bands who Picasso. 

Prices vary according 
the size and difficulty o: 
subject. An outla 
tween 300,000 lire 
3 million lire 
buy a Gauguin, a Matisse ora 
De Chirico. The older styles 
tend to be more expensive, 
starting at around 2 milli on 
lire ($1,400) and rising as 
high as 25 million lire 


know all the tricks of the 
trade, and can add a few 
centuries to a freshly painted 
canvas by simulating layers of 
smoke and reproducing the 
“ craquelure or cracked 

effect found on real old mas- 
ters. “They work a kind of 
alchemy in them workshops,” 
said Gallazzi. “They used to 
do it to hoodwink peap/e. 


mtlay of be 
lire ($215) am 
($2,150) wii 


to 
the 
be - 
and 
wili 


($17,850) for a particularly 
complex piece. A Caravaggio 
will set you back about 10 
milli on ($7,000). The most 
expensive painting currently 
on show at the gallery's 
. permanent display is a vast 
oil inspired by the 19th cen- 
tury British artist Sir Laur- 
ence Alma-Fadema, an ex- 
travaganza of intricately 
painted Bowers and a riot of 
colour, which has a price tag 
of 20 million lire ($14,000). 

The Impressionists are the 
sellers. Says Gallazzi: 
iat's because they are easy 
on the eye.” He also sells a 
lot of still-lifes, especially 
vases of flowers copied from 
the 19th century Flemish 
school. “They are not associ- 
ated with any one particular 
painter, but they are very 
pleasing things to have hang- 
ing on one’s walls,” said Gal- 
lazzi. He himself regards his 
gallery’s finest works as the 
16th century Flemish school 
and the 17th century Vene- 
tian school. 

Gallazzi attributes his gal- 
lery’s success to the fact that 
more people want to deco- 
rate their homes with beauti- 
ful things, and have (he 
means to do so, up to a point. 
“Back in Renaissance times, 
only nobles or rich merchants 
could afford to commission 
paintings. The rest lived in 
very modest surroundings,” 
he said. “Now, even a clerk 
or a labourer wants to Jurmsh 
his house or apartment nice- 
ly, and there is simply not 
enough to go round.” 

At the begmnmg, the Art 
establishment did not take 
kindly to Gallazzi’s unortho- 
dox gallery, partly because be 
himself bailed from an adver- 
tising agency, and partly m be- 
cause he was dabbling in a 
field which in the past has lost 
them a great deal of money. 
The booming art forgery 
business costs dealers mil- 
lions of dollars each year. 
“At first, they were suspi- 
cions. They thought there 
most be something fishy ab- 
' said Gallazzi. “ Then 
they began to 
accept that 1 was doing it 
because I enjoyed it. I was 
selling copies for 10 million 



DmMo GaUaxzi, smmn here in 
front of a copy of Tho Fourth 


State, employs artists who can 
turn ont “master” copies of 
famous artwork 


lire ($7,000) when I could 
easily have passed them off as 
originals. ” 

“In our small way, we are 
fighting the forgery busi- 
ness, ” be added. “We want 
to clean up the art market, 
which is riddled with counter- 
feits. Our idea is to give an 
official stamp to copies. If 
you bring forgery out into the 
there mil be no market 


IT If. 

In common with the art 
dealers, the genera/ public's 
attitude towards reproduc- 
tions is changing, it seems. 
Gallazzi's first clients used to 
pass off as originals the paint- 
ings they bought for their 
homes. Now, they are more 
likely to bring their /heeds to 
his gallery so that they too 
can have the painting of their 


out us. 


dreams. Suddenly, owning a 
fake has become chic. 

“ Things have changed. It is 
no longer considered gauche 
to possess a copy ” said Gal- 
lazzi. 

“These days, people accept 
that it isn't scandalous to go 
to the theatre wearing fake' 
jewels and leave the real ones 
in the bank. It’s more or less 
the same thing. Having a 
copy in your house of the 
painting you always wanted 
to own is not just acceptable. 
It's considered good form. A 
lot of my clients have the 


money to buy the original but 
don’t want to, spend 150 mil- 
lion lire ($110,000) on a 
painting. They know they can 
come to us and get it for 7 or 
8 million tire ($5,000 or 
6 , 000 ).” 

The argument for copies as 
opposed to originals has also 
gained ground in some art 
circles as an answer to the 
growing threat posed by van- 
dals, and, more recently, ter-. 
rorists. The bomb attack last 
month on iP7orence's Uftiri 
Museum sparked a tierce de- 
bate about the wisdom of 
leaving irreplaceable master- 
pieces exposed to danger . . 
Already, dozens of Renaiss- 
ance statues in Florence’s 
Boboti Gardens have been 
substituted with convincing 
plaster reproductions, to 
ward against damage by 
pollution, graffiti and chisel- 
wielding maniac s. 

Strangely enough , Gallazzi 
firmly Sekeves copies should 
be barred from museums. “A 
museum should be the one 
place where it is possible to 
see the real thine,” he said. 

“ But copies should be used to 
send round the world, to 
entice people to come and 
see the originals.” 

With Just such an idea in 
mind, Gallazzi commissioned 
a series of classic Italian mas- 
terpieces — Leonardo Da 


Vinci s Last Supper , a Piero 
Della Francesca and a Cara- 
vaggio — to hang at strategic 
points in Milan during the 
1990 Italian World Cup soc- 
cer celebrations. The aim. he 
says, was to jog people's 
memory to the feet that the 
real versions of all these trea- 
sures can be seen in Milan's 
own museums. 

With 12 years experience 
behind him, Gallazzi says he 
wants to tackle “bigger and 
bigger challenges.” in terms 
ofsize, they don’t come much 
bigger than the 19th century 
Italian artist Pellizza da VoJ - 
pedo's famous Fourth State. 
Measuring a massive 6 by 3 
metres , this is the gallery's 
most imposing work to date. 
The real version is hanging in 
Milan's Museum of Modem 
Art. 

Gallazzi's own favourites 
are the Cezannes and the ‘ 
Italian Renaissance paint- 
ings. He also has a certain 
weakness for the 16tb century 
Flemish masters. “Almost 
every day, I develop a pas- 
sion for a different period. At 
the beginning, it was the Im- 
pressionists, he said. “Every 
so often I take myself off 'to 
the Brera Museum here -io 
Milan to bring myself dofrn 
to earth. And I teu myself r- 


these are the originals. Ours 


are just copies 
News Link. 
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India is waking up to major AMDS epidemic 


Partha S. Banerjee 

^-CUTTA - The 
wcemrc is as yet invisible. 
£ 5 .°* a population of 860 

S 1 !! 1 ?! 1 ' 0nI y 336 cases of 
IMl-blown AIDS have so far 
sported from India. 
S“ f f ty £fte year 2000 , the 
'-JSri health Organisation 
•(WHO) — predicts India will 
Jtave more earners of HTV. 
Joe AlDs virus , than any 
other nation. 

• According to the Indian 
* Health Organisation (IHO), 
•a non-government body, the 
[number of Indians infected 
:by that year could exceed 20 
■million and per/zaps reach 50 
million. “India will be devas- 
tated,” predicted Dr. I. S. 
Gilada , the country’s leading 
AIDS campaigner who 
founded IHO. 

Already, over a million In- 
dians are believed to carry 
the virus. That is almost one- 
twelfth of the global total, 
and about as many people as 
in the U.S. Only about 
12,000 HIV positive cases 
(people carrying the virus) 
nave actually been - de- 
tected so for in Lidia, but that 
relatively low figure is 
perhaps more a reflection of 
the scarcity of AIDS blood 
testing kits , which are cur- 
rently available in only a 
handful of medical facilities 
in the country. But statistics 
from even those few testing 
centres paint an ominous pic- 
ture of the epidemic’s silent 
advance: From 25 per 1,000 
people tested in 1986, the 
seropositivity rate climbed to 
5.2 in 1991 and hot year hit 
almost 8 per 1,000. 

Despite those frightening 
■ figures, most Indians are still 
blissfully ignorant of the dis- 
ease. There is little public 
understanding of bow AIDS 
is spread and how it kills. To 
most Indians, the word can- 
cer evokes much greater fear 
than AIDS. “ For six months 
•/ have worked on a book on 
‘AIDS in India," wrote 
[Arvind Kala, a journalist and 
'author, in a recent newspaper 
", article , “and I am appalled by 
: how little people know about 
[this epidemic. ” According to 
►a recenf IHO study, only 20 


per cent of urban Indians had 
heard of AIDS, and five per 
cent vaguely knew of its 
causes and prognosis. Last 
year, a matrimonial adver- 
tisement in a Bombay news- 
paper seeking a bride for a 
U.S. -educated MBA (master 
of business degree) "having 
HIV positive” got 85 re- 
sponses; none of the respon- 
dents seemed to know what 
HIV positive meant, some 
taking it as an educational 
qualification. 

If most Indians are still 
ignorant about the epidemic 
in the making, the govern- 
ment in New Delhi is yet to 
get serious about it. As else- 
where in this part of the 
world (with the exception of 
Thailand), little has been 
done to check the spread of 
AIDS or build public aware-* 
ness. India’s state-controlled 
television jietwork, which 
often telecasts social welfare 
programming, has touched 
on AIDS only rarely. Most 
blood banks still do not 
screen blood for HIV and the 
great majority of doctors still 
cannot recognise symptoms 
of the disease. 

Last year. World Bank 
funds for combatting the dis- 
ease went partly unused, with 
red tape bogging down the 
National AIDS Control 
Organisation (NACO), the 
federal agency set up in June 
1992 to tight the epidemic. 
As Dr. Abhijit Mitra , who 
works among prostitutes in 
Calcutta, observed : “Tack- 
ling AIDS is still nowhere in 
the government’s list of 
priorities.” 

One reason for India’s in- 
difference to the AIDS threat 
is its invisibility, the fact that 
so few people carrying the 
virus have actually developed 
the disease. AIDS came late 
to India, and because of 
HIV’s long incubation period 
— horn three to 15 years — 
the disease is yet to take its 
to//. Of the 336 full-blown 
cases registered, some 60 per 
cent began showing symp- 
toms only over the .year. Few 
Indiars have seen how HIV 
ravages its victims, fewer still 
realise how expensive treat- 
ment can be, even if it’s only 


to delay the victim’s death. 

If treatment is available, 
that is. Outside the major 
cities and industrial centres. 
medical facilities in India are 
critically poor, and some of 
the city hospitals have over- 
crowded. unclean wards, 
equipment that works fitful- 
ly, and rude , insensitive 
medical staff. According to a\ 
recent World Bank study, 
most Indian states have less 
than one hospital bed for 
1,000 people, which is less 
than what is available in sub- 
Sahaian Africa. Indian doc- 
tors shudder to think of the 
situation when the AIDS 
epidemic actually surfaces in 
a few years' time. And social 
scientists wonder about the 
impact of the disease on Indi- 
a's conservative, tradition- 
bound society in which sex- 
related disease carries a 
terrible stigma. t 

As in other Asian countries 
and Africa, AIDS is spread- 
ing largely through heterose- 
xual contact, with 41.5 per 
cent of seropositive cases re- 
sulting from it. Homosexual 
contact is responsible for a 
mere 027 per cent of infections, 
while blood transfer accounts 
for over 17 per cent of cases, 
and intravenous drug use — 
with infected addicts sharing 
needles — another 15 per 
cent. Sexual promiscuity 
being still largely taboo in 
Indian society, it is the teem- 
ing red-light zones that are 
serving as epicentres of the 
silent epidemic. 

There is no reliable esti- 
mate of the number of prosti- 
tutes, but red-light districts 
are proliferating in most 
cities . and the brothels in* 
large urban centres like Bom- 
bay and Calcutta house be- 
tween 50,000 and 100,000 
women; it is estimated that 
India could have over 5 mil- 
lion prostitutes. A large 
majority of their clients com- 
prise poor migrant labourers 
— coolies, rickshaw-pullers, 
mill workers — who typically 
leave their families back in 
the villages, visiting home 
once a year, fora few weeks. 

It is during those annual 
visits that HIV percolates 
into the backwoods of India, 
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Experts estimate that a million 
Indians carry the AIDS virus - Here 


a doctor examines a patient at an 
AIDS eft tiic in Calcutta's red-light 
district 


infecting traditional mdnoga- them still remain unequip- outcasts overnight: In the 

mous home-bound rural ped. The government has southern state of Kerala, the 

housewives and their also set up five special AIDS family of Parayil Yohannan 

offspring with the deadly dis- wards in the largest state-run has had no visitors since their 

ease. Nobody quite knows hospitals of Bombay. New daughter, a nurse, became ill 

how deep the AIDS infection Delhi, Calcutta, Madras and with AIDS. Yohannan sold 

has penetrated into rural In- at the Christian Medical Col- milk for. a living, but no-one 

dia where 70 per cent of the lege in Vellore, near Madras. except a close friend who 

country's population live and considered one of India’s best runs a tea shop now buys 

where medical facilities are facilities. Not all the wards, from him. 

often virtually non-existent. however, are functioning. At Fear of contamination 
Experts are also concerned the Calcutta Medical Col- from the “dirty” disease is 

about the spread of AIDS in lege, the six-bed ward, different from fear of the 

the smaller towns and cities though inaugurated more disease itself: Most Indians 

through blood transfusion. % ’ than a year ago, remains — those who have heard of 

Over one-third of the codec- locked. At least one AIDS AIDS, that is — still believe 

tion in India 's 1,000-odd patient referred to the hospit - they cannot catch it, that it is 

blood banks comes from pro- al was turned back. a white man's ailment. In the 

fessional donors, often poor „ The patient, a 51-year-old red-light areas of Calcutta, 

homeless people who sell woman who was apparently Bombay and other cities, 

their blood to eke out a infected during a kidney non-governmental organisa- 

living. Now that the banks in transplant operation last year tions with administrative help 

the bigger cities are refusing and is yet to show AIDS and international funding and 

HIV-contaminated blood, symptoms, had earlier been supenisioa are trying to reverse 

many of the professional refused post-suigery treat- that belief. In Bombay. 

donors who carry the virus ment at Vellore’s Christian which has the country’s high- 

have migrated to the smaller Medical College and at a est number of AIDS cases , 

towns where screening is still well-known Calcutta hospit- teams of social workers from 

not carried out , despite it al. Indeed , most Indian IHO under I.S. Gilada visit 

being made mandatory in medics stay dear of AIDS brothels to educate the most- 

March 1989. ■ carriers , even when the dis- ly unlettered prostitutes — 

Ladr of funds ease has not surfaced. In New* some 30 per cent of whom are 

*• One reason blood re- Delhi's All-India Institute of believed to be infected — 

mains unscreened in most fyedical Sciences, doctors about HIV and safe sex and 

small-town banks is the lack bave refused to treat HIV distribute condoms. IHO has 

of funds and technical exper- positive patients even if they also recently set up an AIDs 

Use,” said Dr. Kamk Mather- came for an illness unrelated .counseling centre in Bombay, 
jee of the School of TmpicaL, AIDS;, one woman was. Gilada, who charges the 
Medicine in Calcutta.* . The - ' abandoned on the delivery /, ‘.government and the medical 
government has begun" table when medics learned ' community with playing 
issuing rapid diagnostic kits sbe m Infected. down the AIDS threat in 

to blood banks but most of H doctors shun AIDS India, met with some resist- 

; cases, society ostracises a nee when he launched his 

them. Entire families turn campaign but can now boast 


WEEKEND CROSSWORD 


them stiU remain unequip- 
ped. The government has 
also set up flve special AIDS 
wards in the largest state-run 
hospitals of Bombay. New 
Delhi, Calcutta, Madras and 
at the Christian Medical Col- 
lege in Vellore . near Madras, 
considered one of India 's best 
facilities. Not all the wards, 
however, are functioning. At 
the Calcutta Medical Col- 
lege, the six-bed ward, 

_ though inaugurated more 
than a year ago, remains 
locked. At least one AIDS 
patient referred to the hospit- 
al was turned back. 

The patient, a 51 -year-old 
woman who was apparently 
infected during a kidney 
transplant operation last year 
and is yet to show AIDS 
symptoms, had earlier been 
refused post-surgery treat- 
ment at Vellore’s Christian 
Medical College and at a 
well-known Calcutta hospit- 
al. Indeed, most Indian 
medics stay dear of AIDS 
carriers, even when the dis- 
ease has not surfaced. In New’ 
Delhi's All-India Institute of 
Itfedical Sciences, doctors 
have refused to treat HIV 
positive patients even if they 


issuing rapid diagnostic kits 
to blood banks but most of 


of considerable success in 
some portions of the city. It is 
in Calcutta, however that the 
safe-sex campaign has met 
with the most encouraging 
response. “From just over 
one per cent . we have been 
able to increase condom use 
among the sex workers here 
to at least 60 per cent.” said 
Dr. Amitabba Das , coordina- 
tor of an AIDs awareness 
project which was launched a 
year ago under WHO super- 
vision and is run by the gov- 
ernment’s All-India Institute 
and Public Health 
in association with a non- 
governmental organisation. 

Dr. Das operates from a 
seedy two-room hut at the 
■end of a narrow alley in 
Sonagachi, Calcutta's famed 
red-light district. The hut 
serves as the project hub: 
Besides housing a crowded 
makeshift clinic for sexually- 
transmitted diseases, it is the 
starting point every morning 
for several groups of women 
in saris and green coats who 
fan out into Sonagachi’s 
labyrinth of congested lanes 
with gaudily-dressed prosti- 
tutes. All groups include at 
■ least one “peer educator" — 
,a retired or practicing prosti- 
tute — and are armed with 
bags of condoms and an easy- 
to-follow illustrated flip-book 
on AIDs and how it can be 
prevented. 

“Initially, it was terrible. It 
seemed impossible said 
Kamala Mukherjee. 45, a 
member of one of the groups, 
recalling her experiences 
when they began work in 
Sonagachi. “The choicest in- 
vectives were hurled on us 
when we tried to enter the 
brothels, the pimps and 
madams thought we had 
come to wreck their business, 
sometimes we feared vio- 
lence. ” But Mukherjee and 
her comrades persisted , un- 
fazed by the threats and 
abuse. What Anally did the 
trick was persuading local 
political basses to influence 
gangsters who control the 
brothels , and, most impor- 
tantly, the deployment of 
peer educators. 

“When the sex workers 
saw senior members of their 
own profession among us,” 
said Navanita Sarkar , 27, a 


psychology graduate student 
who leads one of the groups. 
“They Anally began to trust 
us. Today, we are like sisters 
to them’ After we finish ex- 
plaining the flip'book and 
fielding questions on AIDS 
and distributing condoms, 
the girls tell us about their g 
joys and sorrows and their 
personal problems . For the 
peer educators, the wor^ js 
like a ritual of absolution, “ 1 
don’t do this for the money 
which is onlv 25 rupees per 
dav (about 80 cents), some- 
thing that I can earn from a 
customer for half an hour.' 
said Jayanti Hazra. 2b. "This 
work means much more to 
me ...to my soul.” 

The campaign, which is 
being funded by the Norwe- 
gian Agency for Develop- 
ment, has succeeded in 
spreading AIDS conscious- 
ness among virtually all the $ 
5.000-odd prostitutes in 
Sonagachi. 85 per cent of 
whom are illiterate. But de- 
spite the free condom dis- 
tribution and AIDS educa- 
tion, not all the women insist 
on safe sex for fear of losing 
customers. “ The pretty girh 
can afford fo be inflexible, 
but those who do not get too 
many clients, they can 'f. “ ex- 
plained Hazra. ” They tell us 
AIDS means sure death." 
said one prostitute. "But if 
we don’t get to cat. that 
means sure death too.” 

‘ '"'“We may have been m*'re 
successful than elsewhere in 
India, ” Dr. Das said. “But 
the real solution to the prob- + 
lem is a mass/ve national 
AIDs awareness campaign . " 
Last month, a writing World 
Bank official announced a 
$ 90 million interest-free loan 
for AIDS awareness and pre- 
vention programmes: the In- 
dian government has already 
sanctioned $10 million for the 
programmes. The National 
AIDS Control Organisation 
(NACO) has chalked our 
ambitious plans to check the 
epidemic, including safe-sex 
messages on television and 
radio. “Our work has just 
begun. Wc arc getting our act 
together.” NACO Project 
Director P.R. Dasgupta re- 
cently announced. Belter late 
than never — World News 
Link. 


D-DAY 

By Thomas W. Sdiier 


ACROSS 

1 Mte. Richard and 
Am 

6 INn Man's dog 
10 AftK&OOl 
14 Not yet up 
HI Usa 

19 Breadstuff 

20 Algerian port 

21 Historic tab 

22 Star <* -TasT 
7A “Gokton&rr 


26 wokaoic scoria 

27 Motorist*' Off). 

28 Tha Hid 

30 Has an opening 

31 Wad of 
amanskxi 

33 Stn*H one's 

34 SUr-fty pans 


DOWN * 

1 Smelt Dow 
JBPn 
3 Actor Bear 
4 IM sound 
SQntng 

8 T-A-E. name 
7 — dtont 

B maucUonal dasa 

9 Bakery scants 

10 Study trick 

11 TmydknsMwral 


43 Acfeaas Duma 

44 “I Remember — 1 " 

45 Oberon ot Bn 
48 Harm room 
«7 Sprtogtoaen 

u dsrtop 

48 scene-type bus 

Si Negative prakx 


14 Estimate 
19 Swooned 

16 MM oath 
it Calendar dMatone 
19 Brew act 
23 Odenas natte 


SO Lots 
54 Bo* tel 
56 ReL nmd 
56 Bailor's option 
SB Charge 
50 Dispositions 
02 — Japanese 
63 Stoned to a sn 
67 Muter catorf 


25 Darker 
29 Noun tut&x 

32 Prospecting ytob 

33 Searches 
terougbly 

34 Tiy to persuade 

35 HerafcSc border 
38 Growing 

37 He played Mete 
Bradttferan 

38 nawAMonanr 
Kenyan 

38 Tenth: prat. 

40 Former Dodg er 
moundsman 

41 Sun-dried brick 

42 Bronx Boaters 

43 -wrw — r 

44 Zoo rfltdi 

45 Free-tor-el 
48 Lure 


68 DenggriMd end 


72 Rtoeod a design 

76 Create) work 

77 liodHy 

79 Mbgle ownfl to s 

SO He beat AES 

31 Asklunbly 

SZ Ed Koch's 
mcBMSor 

85 Florida coutoy 

86 “Good Fftrtng- 
tkne 

87 Brass type 

88 Per 

08 HnaneaBy sound 

90 toolbars 
Me ro ddi 

92 Take on 

94 -FMw — end 
Mofly- 


49 TvfcbhMto 

50 Acme one < 

S3 Laatsta of Minis 
55 Attoa'a tribe 

57 1960's car tense 
GO Early pulpits 

81 Sunbelt art colony 

64 Bora or Edberg 

65 Give 

flo seu^-M. 

W IW k hbWWbm 

66 doted 

69 Puccini wort 

70 Redeemer 

73 Ho 04 — 

74 Abort or fisher 

75 Doaanam 

78 Twins ten. 

79 Giraffe's cousin 

82 RocSrtng couch 
S3 -‘Harrteje " 

84 Modem 


Dtagramhss 19 a 19. By France* Barton 


ACROSS 
1 "Honest — " 

4 Stick or shot 
beginning 

5 Farm measure 

sw— 

13 Sratorted brick 

14 Greek 
pMoBOpher 

16 Friend of Pythias 

17 Rescue 
iSPniUcbs 

19 Top — (comic 


DOWN 

1 Seduded spots 

2 Kte of quartet 

3 Sword 

4 Egyptian 
president, once 

5 Runs away to 
marry 

7 FBed 

6 CometSan Laura! 

9 Equine features 

10 Hoard 


20 Lob or mob and 

21 Coif 
tournaments 

22 God of mar 

23 Draftees' org. 

25 Actor Beatty 

26 Minus 

27 Secretes 
29 Caustic 

32 Comic strip 
canine 

33 Basel tend 

34 wwil stte 
38 Require 


11 Coal weight 

12 Lftersry coflacbon 

13 tool 

14 LSd 

15 CIA's ancestor 
IflChdsnood 

T9 Indonesian bland 
24 Faction 

28 Nawewoman 
Sawyer 

29 — carta 


39 Give up, as 

territory 

40 Students 
<2 Mint — 

43 Canton 


45 Buddy 

46 StucSo 

Structure 

48 Zeus' wife 

49 Italy's La — 

51 Actor's pfijm 
64 French fashion 


30 Distribute 

31 Insurgent 
33 HgJi degree: 

35"— Mfterefaiae" 
35 Poems 
37 Stock of works 

40 Showed concern 

41 EDpse 

42 Old car 

43 Disgrace 


95 Construction 
piece 

96 Noted vtoinmatar 

97 Scott al ~Heppy 
Days" 

9B ENanmsoent 

101 Vermont ski 
resort town 

102 Succor 

103 Chapin's Mle 

107 H uctess person 

110 Mttary evader 

113 Sensory 
stnortant 

114 "Star WarV 
character 

115 Br. measure 

116 Chutzpah 

117 Men 

118 FuB-grorm sheep 

119 Outer praL 

120 Kbner poem 


85 Hxve reformer 
89 — fi 

91 Tun aside 

92 < love: UL 

93 Waste time 

94 ArW-OUl gp. . 

96 Shmgged" 
(Rand noveq ' 

97 Tar amount 
sesuas- 
99 Burden 

IdOQoHclub 

101 Faction 

102 Hairdo 

104 Fairy-tale beddb 

105 Granular snow 
108 God of war 

106 View 
IDS Oath 

111 Lawyer, abbr. 

112 Can. prav. 


56 Apportion 

57 Cafeteria Item 

58 Darryi 

59 City m Arizona 

60 Frontiersman 
Denial 

61 Place of 
innocence 

62 Wray of "Ktna 
Konq- 

63 Belfry sound 

64 Comedian 
Johnson 

65 Modem: pref. 


44 Russian leader 

45 Majorca city 
47 City on Lake 

Ontario 

49 Used a chair 

50 Musical symbol 

52 Actress Jessica 

53 Hurricane career 

54 — Guevara 

55 Paul Newman film 
60 Breakfast cereal 


■■■nflii iiaaii j-ijj 

oimumm mmmmm ana mmmm 
aimaiiiii miaiiia 
?■■■ 111 naan •»■■■ 

; iiaH aim aaaa m 

aim amn aauaaaa 
aim mi mu an 
mmmm aHuaaamm mmm 
am amu ami amBl 
am amn am aaanm 
, am ; aaama ami 
aaima mmm laimai 
am - aam amn mmm 
aaimiaim am 
an mmmmm mmmm mmmmm 
iiiiim aam aama 
mam mmmmm mmmm ■ 
aaiam hhh am hhhhi 
imiiiii mmmmmmmmmml 
aam aam iibbbb iibI 

MB|B_JHBBB HBBB BBflB 


Lost Week’s Cryptograms 

1. hu’t it strange that M ontB8r n doesn't rhyme with “grange.’' "nance, n or 
any other word? 

*• Ckief chef has sigh of relief iniellef rough thief has been brongfct to grief. 

3. Btg stockyard employed bowieaped dty slicker as temporary cowboy. 

4. Bafl la vety pretty white fcy pollen wMeh make people hastca hdtn- 
sltelter to ahoter almost every season. 


cryptograms 

*1. J A Q KHAYB VJ PTYUQTYA C1EYA CBHU 
PTDDAY IB HVIIHA EHU QTIEPDTBAT. 

— By Earl Ireland 

2. PFBOTCF (.ABC RISP L T Y Y RBQ. VICATVZ 

TW WBCDVF, TWZYDPTWX OFIOTF, TR 
VFBYYQ SFPTlzVF. —By Gordon Miller 

3. IUQYABQY BICX OHBBR EAGHTCOAfiQC 
BQ RLBYBI ICECXKCL UBL, LBYBI AGQT 
PGTQO OCCX HC 1C U XUEUSLC PBY. 

— By Rita Bahrain 

4. YAWET BX W XPZ ZWVOTAZ GV ETA XWZ 
PARE F WK ZPHAY WX WV BOOGYAVEWH 


WOOQTAVE. 
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— By Deane H. MsGogy 


SOLUTIONS OF 
LAST WEEK’S PUZZLE 
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Families to sue over 
hormone therapy timebomb 


By Anne -Senior 

Reuter 

LONDON — Navy engineer 
Patrick Baldwin , a healthy 
father of two daughters, be- 
gan to suspect he was ill when 
he started losing his balance. 

Then he lost control of his 
limbs and went blind. Just 
over a year after the illness 
started he was dead at the age 
of 30. 

Baldwin was the victim of 
the degenerative brain dis- 
order Creutzfeldt-Jakob Dis- 
ease (CJD) — the human 
equivalent of bovine spongi- 
form encephalopathy or 
“ mad cow disease ” —7 and 
linked to a growth, treatment 
using human hormones. 

In the course of his illness, 
Baldwin’s parents discovered 
their son was not an isolated 
sufferer.' 

Others, who like Patrick 
had been injected with hor- 
mones as, children to spur 
their growth, also .contracted 
the fatal and incurable de- 
mentia through their treat- 
ment. 

The disease is caused by a 
so-called “slow virus” which 
can incubate for decades in a 
carrier and which appears to 
have lain in some of the tissue 
collected from dead, bodies 
for use in a programme to 
correct stunted growth in 
children. 

The treatment , begun in 
1959 and given to nearly 
1.900 children, was halted in 
1985 after recipients first died 
of CJD, and scientists, have 
since developed synthetic 
hormones to replace those 
extracted from human pituit- 
ary glands. , 

The Baldwins and other 
families plan to sue the Brit- 
ish Department of Health 
and a Medical Research 
Council involved in the treat- 
ment, alleging the risk was 
known long before the first 


deaths occurred and that offi- 
cials were negligent. 

Legal action is also envis- 
aged or under way in France, 
Australia and the United. 
States over similar hormone 
treatment, said the families’ 
lawyer David Body. In Au- 
stralia, other j hormones from 
the pituitaries were used to 
treat infertility in women, 
some of whom have since 
died of CJD. 

“Litigation is the last re-, 
sort,” said Mr. Body. “ It’s 
more m sorrow than in anger- 
that litigation has been con- 
templated. ” 

He said “substantial” dam- 
ages would be sought after an 
unsuccessful campaign to 
make the government pay 
compensation or order an in- 
quiry into the statistically 
spectacular cluster of nine 
British CJD deaths among 
hormone-treated youngsters. 

Reported cases of Creutz- 
fieldt-Jakob Disease are ex- 
tremely rare, with only 48 . 
overall in Britain in the past 
year. 

Baldwin , who received the 
hormones as a teenager, 
wasted away in just 16 
months, dying in December 
!992. 

Many victims succumb ear- 
lier. None survive the dis- 
ease. which was identified by 
two German psychiatrists as 
typically developing after 
middle age. 

“Sometimes we were up 
four times a night with him. It 
was pitiful actually what be 
went through, a healthy lad 
like that,” said Patrick’s 
father Noel in an interview. 

At the end Baldwin was 
paralysed and tube-fed but 
his father was relieved be had 
a “comfortable” death sur- 
rounded by his family. Noel \ 
said he felt duty-bound to 
take legal action on behalf of , 
his son’s daughters Zara, 1 
seven, and Nicola, six. 


“/ think there is a great 
cover-up going on, ” be said, 
adding he hoped an inquest 
into his son’s death in 
November would put press- 
ure on health officials to pro- 
vide more information about 
the programme and the way 
it was regulated. 

A health spokeswoman 
‘said the deaths were a 
tragedy but denied newspap- 
er reports that health author- 
ities had been lax. 

“It is a tragedy that a 
treatment that was consi- 
dered to be safe... should 
now be linked with a fatal 
disease , bat as the treatment 
conformed with the best- 
known scientific mid clinical 
practice of the time we do not 
accept that there are grounds 
for awarding financial com- 
pensation,” sbe said. 

Doctors were first advised 
to avoid using organs show- 
ing signs of “primary dis- 
ease” io 1958 and horn 1981 expli- 
cit guidelines were issued in- 
structing mortuary workers 
not to use people who bad 
died from CJD as pituitary 
donors. 

British newspaper reports 
have claimed that the advice 
was not passed on to some 
mortuary workers who even 
collected pituitaries from 
mental patients certified as 
dying of CJD. 

The risk of eventually con- 


tracting CJD, for which there 
is no diagnostic test, now 
Jiangs over all the surviving 
hormone recipients and their 
families, causing severe dis- 
tress, said Tam Fry of the 
Child Growth Hormone 
Foundation, an advisory 
body. 

He said two marriages had 
been called off because of the 
fear of bereavement and that 
some women given the ther- 
apy were tormented by 
thoughts of leaving their chil- 
dren motherless. 

There was a sense of grie- 
vance that the authorities 
*°° k years to contact those 
affected, despite a remote 
danger of them transmitting 
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PUZZLES 


SOLUTIONS 

(A) Mammal Ladder 


WHALE. SHALE , SHARP 

SHORT, SHOOT, scoot’ SCOT 
STOOP, STROP, strap ' 

strew, smmv.™**' 
■ (B) Brain-teasers 

1. One man, one woman , and onr* 

2. The word is NOON ^ 
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WASHINGTON — A panel of 
experts from Georgetown Uni- 
versity expressed cautious optim- 
ism during a Sept. 17 discussion 
of the Israel-PLO accord on in- 
terim self-government arrange- 
ments in the Israeli-occupied ter- 
ritories. 

“Coming after two generations 
of almost total immobility... I 
think this has to be welcomed 
with some cautious hope and with 
some pragmatic focus on bow it 
can be developed and how it can 
be built upon," said Professor 
Seth Tillman during the discus- 
sion hosted by Georgetown's 
Centre for Contemporary Arab 
Studies. 

Prof. Tillman and fellow 
Georgetown professors Michael 
Hudson and Hishman Sbarabi 
agreed that the document signed 
at the White House by Israeli 
Foreign Minister Shimon Peres 
and PLO official Mahmoud 
Abbas is, from the Palestinian 
perspective, deeply flawed. 

But even though they used the 
words “inadequate ,” “sterile ,” 
“unfair,” and “inequitable,” to 
describe the document, all three 
stressed that it represents a major 
political and psychological turn- 
ing point — and may well lead to 
a lasting peace between Israelis 
and Palestinians. 

“Inadequate though this agree- 
ment is, I think it has possibilities 
for the future.” Prof. Tillman 
said. “It represents a highly com- 
mendable accommodation to 
harsh reality on both sides, espe- 
cially on the Palestinian side. 
And that being the case, we 
ought to welcome it and encour- 
age it in any way we can.” 

Professor Hisham Sbarabi, 
who said the agreement is tanta- 
mount to “conditional surrender” 
on the [»rt of Palestinians, never- ■ 
the less, defended it as their only 
real option. Indeed, he de- 
nounced opponents of the accord 
as rejecti crnists who “say ‘no 1 
without providing an alterna- 
tive.” Prof. Sharabi described 
that position as “morally repre- 
hensible... at this junction in his- 
tory.” 

"There is no alternative to 
what this agreement gives,” Prof. 
Sharabi declared, “It gives 
(Palestinians) something to stand 
on. to live with, .to be interna- 
tionally protected by. To Mve 
; their flag, their darional dignity, 
and a future on which to butj4-— 
relatively independently —' and 
'not under the heel of an occupier. 
■And this is something.” 

In his analysis. Professor 


/ ■ 

Scholars guardedly hopeful 

over Israel-PLO accord 


Michael Hudson noted that the 
Palestinians “have gotten one im- 
portant thing immediately, and 
that is Israel's formal recognition 
of the PLO... and Israel's formal 
recognition of the Palestinians as 
a political community. " He de- 
scribed that fact as “a conceptual 
breakthrough .of enormous im- 
portance” and “a transforming 
experience” in Israeli politics. 

On the negative side, the 
agreement forces Palestinians to 
swallow the “bitter pill” of know- 
ing that negotiations on the issues 
that matter most to them — 
including Jerusalem, Israeli set- 
tlements, refugees — will be post- 
poned until the interim period 
enters its third year. Prof. Hud- 
son said. 

More palatably, the document 
includes what Prof. Hudson de- 
scribed as “hopeful and helpful 
clauses” which, for example, per- 
mit residents of Arab East Jeru- 
salem to participate in elections 
for the Palestinian Council; allow 
Gaza and the West Bank to be 
considered a single territory; pro- 
vide for economic and develop- 
ment projects; and provide for 
Palestinian autonomy to spread 
well beyond Gaza and Jericho in 
the interim period. 

“All of these things sweeten 
what is fundamentally for Palesti- 
nians a very meager dish, and one 
for which the dessert... may or 
may not- be served up," Prof. 
Hudson said. 

Prof. Sharabi suggested that 
one key to the success of the 
agreement will be the playing out 
of a healing process between 
Israelis and Palestinians. “And 
an important element of this,” he 
said, “is, finally, to allow the 
Palestinians to tell their own 
narrative.” 

Prof. Sharabi. a Palestinian, 
recalled that he had enrolled at 
the University of Chicago in 
1947, only to discover the follow- 
ing year that “my country no 
longer existed.'' Since then, Prof. 
Sharabi said, American discourse 
has been largely dosed to the 
perceptions and experience of 
Palestinians. 

“But I am certain,” he added, 
“that one of the results of the 
opening up of this conflict will be 
that... people, like myself... who 
have known the truth all along 
will be able to tell their story.” 

Michael Hudson suggested that 
the success of the agreement will 
depend on the PLO's ability to 
carry out the herculean task of. 
rapid institution-building in the 
occupied territories. “Within four 


months, they are going to have in 
place the makings of a civil admi- 
nistration, a security force, a gov- 
ernment, a policy-making body 
and, after a while, a functioning 
legislature,” Prof. Hudson said. 

“This is state-building and 
nation-building in a minute.” 

He also suggested that the suc- 
cess of the agreement could help 
quell Islamic extremism through- 
out the region, which now feeds 
on the venom generated by the 
Israeli- Palestinian issue. 

“Much depends on what hap- 
pens in the next nine months,” 
Prof. Hudson said. He urged the 
United States and its allies to 
commit funds and technical 
assistance “immediately" to help 
implement the agreement, “so 
that the Palestinians — particu- 
larly in Gaza — come to feel that 
this deal is worth pursuing." 

Later, Halim Barakat, a noted 
Syrian-born sociologist, novelist 
and scholar, said the Israel-PLO 
agreement may lead to increased 
freedom for the Palestinians and 
better prospects for democracy in 
the Arab World. 

Speaking on the agreement and 
the impact it will have on the 
Arab World, during a Sept. 20 
briefing at the Foreign Press Cen- 
tre, Prof. Barakat also argues, 
however, that a lack of parity and 
a sense of ambiguity permeate 
the accord, issues that are of 
concern to many Arabs. 

Prof. Barakat, a professor of 
sociology at Georgetown Uni- 
versity’s Centre for Contempor- 
ary Arab Studies, is the author of 
“The Arab World: Society, Cul- 


ture and State." 

He said the Israel-PLO accord 
constitutes an “historic event" 
that must be studied closely. He 
reviewed the positive aspects of 
the accord, as well as issues of 
concern,. . 

Noting that the Palestinian 
question has long been a central 
concern of the Arab World, Prof. 
Barakat said that “if the accord 
means gaining some freedom at 
this stage and putting an end to 
suffering” for the Palestinians, ‘it 
is an accomplishment in itself.” 

He said the accord may also 
help create an environment which 
fosters democracy in the Arab 
World. Authoritarian regimes in 
the region will find it difficult to 
continue to use the threat of 
Israel as the basis of their legi- 
timacy, he said. This in turn will 
lead to “more freedom and hu- 
man rights.” 

The signing of the accord has 
taken place against an already 
growing awareness of “the need 
to shift from an emphasis on 
Arab unity and socialism to hu- 
man rights, pluralism, democracy 
and dv3 society,” Prof. Barakat 
said. AD levels of Arab society 
are expressing their “need fair 
political, socio-economic and 
cultural participation.” 

Asked about the future of the 
Arab World, Prof. Barakat said 
die Arabs will spend the next 
decade “redefining our priorities 
for the future, with a focus on 
human rights, pluralism, and dvil 
society." 

If crvil society “can play a role, 
then there will be answers” to the 
problems the Arab World now 


faces, he said. Increased popular 
participation will lead to new 
ideas and a “virion for the fu- 
ture,” he said. 

Prof. Barakat said Arab reac- 
tion to the Israel-PLO accord 
ranges from those who believe 
the agreement will lead to better 
prospects for the future to those 
who oppose the accord. 

He cautioned that elements of 
opposition should not be lumped 
together. There are those who 
are “responsible in their opposi- 
tion” and others who seek to 
obstruct the accord, he said. 

Three issues of concern arise 
from the accord: the question of 
parity, its ambiguity and the 
question of Arab unity, he said. 

On the question of parity. Prof. 
Barakat said the accord was 
signed at a time when Israel is in a 
position of strength and the 
Palestinians in a position of weak- 
ness. While the Palestinians 
accepted certain conditions, such 
as renouncing terrori sm , “no con- 
ditions were put on the Israelis," 
he said. 

The issue of parity “disturbs 
those who want a comprehensive 
peace," Prof. Barakat said. 

Secondly, be said, the terms of 
the accord are “very ambiguous” 
and will lead to conflicting inter- 
pretations. He argued that the 
interpretation of the ride which 
“negotiates from strength” is the 
one more likely to prevail. 

Finally, the accord under- 
scored the lack of Arab unity at 
the coordination level, according 
to Prof. Barakat. “It was another 
instance when there was no coor- 
dination.” 


A LEADING INTERIOR DESIGN COMPANY 
IS OFFERING A PROMISING CAREER TO 


INTERIOR DESIGNERS 


PLEASE PHONE OR SEND US YOUR C.V. 
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A Jl 


P.O.Box 811764, Tel.: 660997/8 


OPENING WEDNESDAY 22-9-1 


818637 




661293 


Tturino 






EAT 'N' TELL 

luvino CLUB Restaurant 
at lurina FlaLO.Tel 

SWEIFI YEH 

Gastronomy & Entertainment 
"Audio Visual channel programs changed daily !! 

WHAT IS IT ? 

An Eatery , A Restaurant , A Trattoria , A Private Club f 
A Specialty Dining Room v A Glamorous Chatter - Box y 
An Exquisite TV - Piano - Bar 9 A Dream Restaurant ?? 

^ YES , AND NO 

JUrmo is a special combination of ail the above eateries in 
neo - classical Italian and Sumptuous atmosphere ?I 

FOR YOU ?? YES ... 

For the Arab , The Foreigner , The Italian , The German , 
The English , The French , The European f The South 

American — 

The Far Easterner , The American , The Russian , The Turk , 

The Greek — 

FOR NOT ONE - BUT FOR ALL !! 

SIMPLY DIAL Restaurant for reservations : 818637 


AT WHAT PRICES : 

We Dared to Offer You the SPLENDOUR ! - 
WE 1 DARE TO ' OFFER YOU THE BEST BUY IN TOWN l 


JUST EAT 'N' TELL.. 


Inter-Continental hotels introduces new rewards for business 


Inier-Continental Hotels launched 
a ground breaking campaign 
targeited at the frequent business 
traveller — Global Business Op- 
tions — affording frequent 
travellers the freedom to choose a 
value-added benefit when staying 
. at Truer-Continental or Forum In- 
ternational hotels. 

Based on the results of Inter- 
Continental's ongoing consumer 
research programme and the suc- 
cess of an options-style programme 
• in the United States, Global Busi- 
ness Options offers the most popu- 
lar value-added benefits preferred 
by frequent travellers. Conse- 
quently, Global Business Options, 
reflects the changing needs and 
expectations of the 1990’s business 
traveller: affordability, value for 
money and personal or corporate 
benefits. 

Global Business Options offers 
quality Inier-Continental or Forum 
International accommodation at a 
preferential corporate rate (repre- 
senting substantial savings off pub- 
lished rates and includes double 
occupancy at no additional charge) 
plus the choice of one amenity 
from a list of options: 

— upgrade to a junior or one- 
bedroom suite-confirmed at the 
time of booking, 

— double airline mileage or points 
from participating airlines which 
indude American Airlines, Au- 
strian Airlines. Cathay Pacific. 
KLM, Malaysian, SAS. Singapore. 
Swissair, -United Airlines, Virgin 
■Atlantic and. from Oct. 1 . TWA. 

— aS25 per day credit on food and 
beverage (including mini bar) or 
laundry Tvalet or telephone/fax. A 
JI5 credit , is applicable at all 
Forum 'Hotels, 

— individual hotels will also offer 
their own alternative such as a 
selected gift from Tiffany & Co. 
when -staying in London and fine 
wines', when in Germany. 

The programme is valid until 
Jan. 31, 1994: Guests choosing to 
pay with an. American Express 
card will be jpven a certificate 
entitling- them to one additional 
option when next staying ax an 
Inter-Continental or Foninr Inter- 
national hotel. 

Commenting on (he launch of 
this major initiative. Anthony Lid- 
diard. Vice President of Sales and 
> Marketing for Inier-Continental 
Hotels Middle East and Africa, 
said: “Oar research and customer 
profiling has clearly identified that 
today's corporate traveller is ex- 
pecting hot only better value in the 
room rate and quality accommoda- 
tion equation, but now is also' 
seeking some kind of remuneration 
or reward for their patronage and 
loyalty." • 

He continued to say: “The 
choice of options was developed 
based on direct customer feedback 
and experience. Global Business 
Options is designed to satisfy the 
various needs and preferences of 


our customers which are often de- 
termined by their length of stay, 
location and cost-saving priori- 
ties." 

Inte p-Continental's ongoing re- 
search pro g r am me, reflected in the 
products and services it offers, 
shows that 85% of its guests are 
business travellers and 75% are 
repeal visitors to the group. The 
company's success and commit- 
ment to the business traveller is 
reflected in the many awards Inter- 


Continental receives every year. 

Most recently. Executive Travel, 
a magazine devoted to the business 
traveller, voted Imer-Cbntinental 
Hotels the “Best Hotel Group in 
Europe.” Le Grand Hotel Inter- 
Continental Paris, was singled out 
as the best hotel in Europe. Hotel 
Inter-Continental London, the Bri- 
tannia Inier-Continental London, 
George InterContinental Edin- 
burgh and the Hotel Inter- 
Continental Dubai were voted 


leading hotels in their respective 
cities. 

Inter-Continental operates 104 
hotels in the bean of the world’s 
major business locations in 46 
countries. Of these. 75 are located 
in Europe, the Middle East and 
Africa, with hotels under construc- 
tion in Hamburg, Luxor and Hur- 
ghada and a major renovation 
programme ready to commence in 
Beirut which will mark Inter- 
Continental's return to Lebanon. 


Global Business Options' 



Select oar special Octal Borfaesa Options 
programme at participating faner-Cbotinental and 
Rman latemational hotels and choose one of the 
following valuable options « no extra charge. 


□ Upgrade to a junior or one-bedroom suite. 

□ Double aafine mileage or prints fix 
pa ftirrparing awfinefi 

□ USES credit ($15 at Foran hotels) per 
day for Jood and beverage, or bmnmj and 
vaki, or telephone aad facsimile. 


Choice and Value 



As an additional boons, when yon charge yoor stays 
with the American Express* Card, you wffl recerie a 

certificate eatUEbiKyoa to select one adtficioDal option 
oo yoor next Qobal Business Options stay. Bekw are 
jest a (or examples of the peat rates bring offend at 
ova jO pftikfrating iwi" i riiiitiiiMit»i and Rums 

holds arooqd the worid. 



Ha 3*49. London* UK 140 

DM295 Madrid* Pts 21800 
US$159 Nevfek* US$179 

DM335 ' Pais FF 1,700 

US$157.45 Rio de Janeiro' US$160 


Uniquely Inter-Continental 

To make a reservation, contact yourtravd agent, your nearest IntetjCaotiDental hotel, 

or cafl 0345 581444 nationwide, or 081 847 2277 from London, and ask for Global Business Options. 
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at A1 Jehad Trading Est. 
for Spare Parts & Tires 
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Wheel balance and wheel alignment 

We trade in your old wheels and tires 
with brand new General tires or Cheng 
Shin tires and American racing equip- 
ment. 

Custom wheels at a very special 
price. Yes, a very special price. 

ftiL'jiaU So come in and see tor yourself. 

; - ut-NERAL 
aUaJI im* jiS||lb . - -IjILiBJ Lwjj 
/SNERAll TIRE /GENERAL Tike. ^ . ^.viENERAL TIRE GENERAL 
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Size 

Price 

Size 

Price 

215/60R14 x P2000 II 

62,000 

250 / 50R 15x1*2000 II 

65,500 

235 / 60R14 x P2000 H 

65,750 

255 / 60RI5 x P2000 II 

79,000 

195/50R15x P2000 II 

64,000 

275 / 60R15 x P2000 II 

83,000 
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it’s foreign trade 
s asnld recession 


CAIRO (R) — Egypt’s foreign 
trade dropped over the past year 

• as stagnation in the economy hit 

• imports and exports, official 
figures revealed Tuesday. 

Central Agency for Public 
Mobilisation and Statistics (CAP- 
MAS) figures showed that non- 
oil exports dropped 21.9 per cent 
to 2.49 billion Egyptian pounds 
(1738 million) in the first half of 
1993 from 3,19 billion pounds 
($949 million) over the same 
period last year. 

Imports fell by 8.7 per cent to 
11.87 billion pounds ($3.53 bil- 
lion) from 13-01 billion pounds 
(S3.87 billion) in the first half of 
1992. 

Figures for oil exports, one of 
Egypt's biggest export sectors, 
were not available. The CAP- 
MAS figures did not include re- 
venues from the Suez Canal, 
another big foreign earner. 

Many businessmen blame the 
slump on- economic reforms the 
government has been im- 
plementing since 1991 with the 
help of the International Monet- 
ary Fund and the World Bank. 

Interest groups have lobbied 
^ the government to try and slow 
down the lowering of trade bar- 
: nets which is part of the program- 


me. arguing that Egypt's infant 
industries need short-term pro- 
tection against dumping.- 

Importers say high interest 
rates and the lifting of subsidies 
on basic foods ' have caused a 
slump in consumption. 

Officials and reformists coun- 
ter by saying that teething prob- 
lems and initial pain are natural 
in the reform programme. They 
attribute the drop in to a world 
downturn. 

“The world economy is moving 
very slowly, I think that plays a 
major part in these figures," said 
Said Naggar, an economist 
formerly with the World Bank. 
“ Actually, our private sector has 
been doing quite well in the past 
few months.” 

“Some industries are used to a 
certain level of protection. When 
they lose that they become very 
edgy," be added. 

The figures indicated a slight 
narrowing of Egypt's huge trade 
deficit. The balance of non-oil 
exports to imports rose $129 mil- 
lion to a deficit of S2.79 billion 
from S2.91 billion in the first half 
of 1992. Economists say oil ex- 
port revenues are probably close 
to level and Suez Canal earnings 
slightly up. 


Two of Egypt’s main non-oil 
exports, cotton and textiles and 
agricultural produce, dropped as 
Egyptian producers found it diffi- 
cult to penetrate heavily reg- 
ulated world markets. 

Cotton and textiles fell 13.0 per 
cent to 829 million pounds ($247 
million) from 955 million pounds 
($284 million). Agricultural pro- 
ducts fell 19.4 per cent to 278 
million pounds ($83 million) from 
346 million pounds (S103 mil- 
lion). 

Egypt’s trade flows showed 
only minor changes on the same 
period last year. Western 
Europe's share of imports rose 
from 43.8 per cent of the total of 

47.5 per cent while the United 
States dropped from 16.6 per cent 
to 15.9 per cent. 

One major jump was imports 
from the former Yugoslav repub- 
lics, which leapt 48 per cent to 

79.5 million pounds ($23.7. mil- 
lion) from 53.7 million pounds. 

Trade with Croatia quadrupled 
to.22 million pounds from just 5.3 
million pounds. No trade was 
listed for Serbia although Egypt 
once had strong trade ties with 
factories in the republic and 
federal Yugoslav firms continue 
to opreate in Egypt. 


Algeria 
to resume 
contact 
with IMF 


ALGIERS (R) — Algeria, its 
economy crippled by an esti- 
mated $25 billion foreign debt, is 
to resume contact with the Inter- 
national Monetary Fund (IMF), 
Prime Minister Redha Maleic told 
local newspaper publishers. 

He said the contacts were 
aimed at “dose cooperation” 
with the fund, but gave no other 
details. 

Former prime minister Belaid 
Abdul Selam, sacked last month, 
kept the economy portfolio to 
himself and diplomats said that 
under Mr. Abdul Selam Algeria's 
relations with the IMF had 
apparently been strained. 

They said one option Mr. 
Malek bad in trying to rebuild the 
economy would be to reschedule 
some of the foreign debt after 
rebuilding bridges with the fund. 

Rescheduling is not formally 
on Mr. Malek’s agenda but the 
official news agency quoted what 
it called “an authoritative 
source” as saying: “The bead of 
government remains open to all 
possible economic options, as 
long as these options do not 
threaten the interests and 
sovereignty of the country.” 


states to work with IMF 


^ ABIDJAN (R) — French Eco- 
~ .Booty Minister Edmond Alphan- 
. dery tola African CFA zone fi- 
nance minis ters Tuesday coop- 
eration with the IMF would be a 
condition for future aid from his 
government 

• Mr. Alpbasdery tokl a news 
conference France, which has 
been paying &e Z&IF 2 nd World 
Bank debts of several franc zone 
members, fell its aid would be 
better used as a complement to 
fresh fending from those institu- 
tions. 

“There is no question of stop- 
ping our aid bstne would like to 
target it so that it is as effective as 
possible," he said. 

' Structural adjustment under 
International Monetary Fund 
(IMF) supervision is likely to 
mean eventual devaluation of the 
CFA franc, fixed at 50 to the 
French franc since 1948. 


Mr. Alphandery said Franre, 
the former colonial power, 
wanted to support members’ 
efforts to return to economic 
growth. 

“We have all expressed our 
conviction that :t is indispensable 
for the countries of the franc zone 
to renew their ties with the inter- 
national financial community to 
mobilise the resources they must 
devote to their development,” he 
said. 

The 14 countries which use the 
CFA franc — 13 Francophone 
countries in west and centrall 
Africa plus the Comoros Islands 
— are ail suffering from low 
world prices for their commodity 
exports and heavy external debt. 

Austerity, particularly steps to 
cut public sector wage bills, has 
led to strikes and unrest in several 
CFA countries. 

But without policy program- 


mes endorsed by the IMF, coun- 
tries can get no new money and 
are banned from the Paris Club 
where official debts are resche- 
duled. 

Ivorian Finance Minister 
Daniel Kablan Duncan said 
members accepted that the pre- 
sent economic situation could not 
continue and accords with the 
IMF would reassure potential in- 
vestors. particularly in the private 
sector. 

“In the case of Ivory Coast I 
think we can have an accord by 
the end of this year or the begin- 
ning of next,” he said. 

Last week there were signs of a 
lit between tire Central Bank of 
itral African States (BEAC) 
and its West African equivalent 
after the BEAC said it would stop 
buying back its notes from the 
Central Bank told reporters in 
Abidjan Friday he had not been 


officially informed of the decision 
and it had serious consequences 
for the unity of the franc zone. 

Ousmane Ouedrago, finance 
minister of Burkina Faso and 
president of the council of minis- 
ters of the West African Monet- 
ary Union (UMOA), played 
down the split, saying the BEAC 
had receives a sympathetic bear- 
ing for its problems from other 
franc zone members. 

“We understood this decision 
perfectly," he told reporters. 

The BEAC is suffering from an 
imbalance created by the flow of 
central CFAS out of its zone 
which is less industrialised and 
imports more goods. 

The decision means BEAC- 
issued notes will rapidly become 
unacceptable in the BCE AO area 
but there is no indication that the 
BECEAO will reciprocate. ‘ 



4,000 jobs next year 


PARIS (R) — Automobiles 
Peugeot added to the gloom sur- 
rounding the French car indus- 
try’s worst crisis in 20 years by 
formally announcing Tuesday 
plans to axe 7.5 per cent of its 
French workforce. 

A spokesman at the firm, a unit 
of FSA Peogeot Citroen, said 
automobiles Peugeot planned to 
cut 4,023 jobs in France ia L9S4 
and beped they would all be 
voluntary departures. 

“The drop in European car 
sales was a lot sharper than we 
anticipated and we need to con- 
tinue making efforts to improve 
Our competitiveness,” he said. 

At its Poissy plant, where the 
firm makes its new 306 low-slung 
hatchback, Peugeot plans to cut 
1,476 jobs while 2,547 are set to 


go at others around the country, 
the spokesman said. At the end 
of June 1993, the firm employed 
53.657 people in Finance, he said. 

With another difficult year 
ahead, analysts said other car and 
component makers will join in, 
lifting die number of France’s un- 
employed to new highs in a bid to 
stay competitive. 

Mxhelm, the world's biggest 
tyre maker, announced a huge 
•:r=:-half loss Tuesday of 3.19 
billion francs ($570 million), 
caused by the slump in the Euro- 
pean car market and the cost of a 
two-year job-cutting and belt- 
tightening programme. 

Michelin has said 2,950 jobs 
will go in France and, worldwide, 
analysts expect about 12,000 jobs 
to be axed. 


“It is a sector that is destroying 
jobs, not creating them. Beneath 
the crisis there is a structural 
problem,” said Patrice Soiaro, an 
analyst at Natwest Sellier in 
Paris. 

Firms have had to deal with a 
16 per cent drop in new European 
car sales during the first eight 
months of the year and industry 
officials expect total 1993 sales to 
drop 17 per cent. 

Philip Ayton, BZW analyst in 
London, said the market would 
gain only two per cent next year, 
indicating hard times ahead. 

PSA's Citroen unit is also likely 
to cut about 2,000 jobs in France 
in 1994, Mr. Soiaro added. “It’s 
not really surprising in view on 
the environment. 1994. may be as 
bad as this year and Peugeot 


wants to makt productivity 
gains,” he said. 

The crisis has also hit Valeo, 
one of Europe’s leading car com- 
ponents makers. It aims to cut its 
workforce to 24,500 at the end of 
1993 compared with 25,500 peo- 
ple at the end of June 1993. 

The only firm that win probably 
escape massive job cuts ts Re- 
nault, one of the few European 
carmakers in profit this year. 

“Sales are in better shape at 
Renault and after announcing its 
link with Volvo it will be difficult 
for them to announce job cuts 
torn next year,” one Paris-based 
analyst said. 

Renault and A.B. Volvo plan 
to merge from Jan. 3, 1994 and 
they said the operation would not 
directly lead to job cuts. 
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Russian power struggle boosts dollar 


LONDON (R) — The mark was 
pounded relentlessly in European 
markets Wednesday after Rus- 
sian President Boris Yeltsin dis- 
solved parliament, sparking a 
dramatic political power struggle. 

The dollar held onto the bulk 
of its overnight gain against the 
German currency, but dealers ‘ 
said further upside for the dollar 
against the mark is limited unless 
the situation deteriorates further, 
as evidenced by a bout of profit- 
taking late on in the Far East. 

“This is the first very natural 
reaction to the situation in Mos- 
cow but it really is a question of 
whether it gets out of hand,” said 
Berlin-based treasure Jochen 

Zimmermarm. 

At (0653 GMT) the dollar was 


at 1.6325 marks compared with marks after peaking at 1.6475 in 
Tuesday’s European- close of New York in immediate reaction 
1.6140 just before Mr. Yeltsin to the news. Dealers here re- 
appeared on Russian television ported jubilant profit-taking by 
ana announced he was suspend- ' those who were holding long 
ing parliament and caning elec- doUarftnark positions overnight. 


tions to a new legislature. 

The leadership of the Russian 
parliament responded by naming 
vice-president Alexander Rutskoi 
acting president. 

Such turmoil always causes a 
flight out 'of marks due to Ger-. 
many’s proximity to the former 
Soviet Union, said Mr. Zimmer- 
mann, who is treasurer at Berlin- 
er Bank. .“It’s the psychological 
fear that this could spread to 
other areas.” 

Id Tuesday Asian trade the 
dollar touched a high of 1-6445 


While analysts said fun- 
damentals point to limited upside 
for the dollar, as long as uncer- 
tainty remains so will the press- 
ure. 

“The main beneficiaries should 
be foe dollar and Swiss franc on 
safe haven grounds,” said Jeremy 
Hawldns. senior economic advis- 
er at BaAkamerica. “Depending 
on how long the crisis continues, 
it. could provide the trigger for 
interest rate cuts in Europe and 
delay any would-be tightening in 
the U.S.” 


The Swiss franc rallied to 86.99 * 
centimes per mark from Tues-j 
day’s close of 87.64 and gold; 
jumped to around $359. /0 an; 
ounce compared with Tuesday s ; 
afternoon fixing in London of. 

$354.75. j . j 

“This is the standard reaction . 
you would expect after political 
uncertainty in Russia but^ at the . t 
moment it doesn’t look like it’s ; 
going to turn into military cpnffia ; 
and there is nothing to suggest it j 
going back to a total communist ■: 
regime," said David Cocker, cur- j 
rency strategist at Chemical j 

Bank. ... " 

He noted that the dollar, was : 
anyway overdue for an upward ; 
correction to the recent down-? 
tread versus the mark. * 


Commonwealth mulls 
$50m privatisation fund 


NASSAU, Bahamas (R) — Fi- 
nance ministers from the 40- 
natioo Commonwealth meet 
Thursday with plans to set up a 
$50 million privatisation fond to 
ease the transition from state-run 
to market-oriented economies. 

Commonwealth secretariat 
officials said the privately owned 
and managed commonwealth pri- 
vatisation fund would take advan- 
tage of opportunities for interna- 
tional investors in state-owned 
enterprises being sold off by de- 
veloping countries that were once 
part of the former British empire. 

It would inject badly needed 
resources into those fragile eco- 
nomies and international fund 
managers have been canvassed 
about running it strictly for profit, 
said Patsy Robinson, spokes- 
woman for Commonwealth 
secretary general chief Emeka 
Anyaoku. 

“We want the (finance) minis- 
ters to say, Tine, go ahead,’ then 
these things take about two years 
to develop,” she said. 

A vague prototype may be the 
$60 million Commonwealth Equi- 
ty Fund, set op in 1990 to buy 
shares in large emerging markets 
such as India, Malaysia and 
Pakistan. 

The two-day annual Common- 
wealth finance ministers’ forum 


traditionally is held ahead of the 
International Monetary Fund and 
World Bank joint annual meeting 
in Washington, scheduled for 
September 28-30. 

Ms. Robinson said it was 
occurring against a backdrop of 
particular economic hardship for 
many of the poorest members 
with sub-Saharan suffering from a 
squeeze on World Bank fundu_ a 
and many states finding them- 
selves in unequal competition for 
resources against new republics in 
Eastern Europe and the former 
Soviet Union. 

Meanwhile, among the Group 
of Seven industrialism nations — 
represented in the Common- 
wealth by Britain and Canada — 
sluggish growth and rising unem- 
ployment are clouding the global 
economic horizon. 

“The whole business of protec- 
tionist pressures is building up,' 
Ms- Robinson said. 

In an effort to take some of the 
sting out of the added pains of 
abandoning state-dominated eco- 
nomies, the secretariat — facing 
budget cuts of its own — will shift 
more resources into helping de- 
veloping countries construct and 
implement structural adjustments 
than it has in the past, Ms. 
Robinson said. 


HOROSCOPE 

FORECAST FOR THURSDAY SEPTEMBER 23, 1993 

B} Thomas S. Pierson, Astrologer. Carroll Righter Foundation 


GENERAL TENDENCIES: Now 
you have* day and evening id get 
your material relations handled on 
a wry resourceful and ingenious 
basis in winch your associates can 
be greatly impressed by the way 
you service obligation. 

ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) 
You want to dash from one person 
and place to another but it would 
only lead to confusion and trouble 
that could end up with you getting 
into problems. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) 
You have aO kinds of urges to 
make some dedsons and engage in 
some activities that could be de- 
trimental to your buflding up your 
property. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) You 
can run into some obstacles in 
gaining the various personal things 
that obsess your mentality now 
but go easy and don’t try to force 
anything. 

MOON CHILDREN: (Jane 22 to 
July 21) Bring to ligbt the private 
aims which most activate you but 
do it in an unobtrusive and quiet 
manner to get the best results for 
the future. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21} Think 
about the various acquaintances 
with whom you have contact and 
with whom you want some assist- 
ance towards gaining a project but 
don’t posh today. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to September 
22) Even while doing outside voca- 


tional interests-be guarded and -on 
the lookout for some means by 
which you can perform tasks more 
efficiently. 

LIBRA: (September 23 to October 
22) You think you can get a person 
at a distance or one of very diffe- 
rent views from yours to go akmg 
with a new idea but forget it, do 
routines today." 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to Novem- 
ber 21) Be sure to attend to what- 
ever obligation you have or prom- 
ises'lhat you have in a very consci- 
entious fashion and all will work- 
out well for you. 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to 
December 21) A condition comes 
to light that does not please you at 
all but do not panic and await a 
more propitious time before hand- 
ling it as you prefer. 
CAPRICORN: (December 22 to 
January 20) Make up your mind 
early that in whatever activities 
you in engage you are going to do 
them in a continuously, conscien- 
tious and careful manner. 
AQUARIUS: (January 21 to Febru- 
ary 19) You would be best to enjoy 
quiet and less strenons and unusual 
pleasures and recreations today 
and do what will build up your 
physical well-being. 

PISCES: (February 20 to March 
20) A day to certainly use much 
patience and understanding of the 
various views and events that occur 
at year own residence and you 
make out well. 


FORECAST FOR FRIDAY SEPTEMBER 24, 1993 

By Thomas S. Pierson, Astrologer, Carroll Righter Foundation 


GENERAL TENDENCIES: This 
triple Moon square day is the time 
when you need to get the right 
philosophy and school of thought 
under which to operate by. Keep 
promises made arid lord: for more 
fascinating outlets to express your- 
self. 

ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) 
Take a good look at your home 
instead or spending time in the 
world of outside activity and yon 
wiD be able to improve condinons 
there greatly. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) 
Forgeo some new interest and get 
into the various outlets which are 
routine for you and require you 
add a touch of colour and pizzazz 
io your messages. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) 
Thin about what you can do to 
sidestep arid onerous responsibility 
early and look into advanced 
means by which you get property 
matters improved. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to 
July 21) Don’t listen to complaints 
of a scrappy partner but instead go 
after the personal aims that mean 
the most to you and you should got 
them. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) No 
work docs go well early bur you 
can concentrate upon some private 
matter that claims your attention 
and start a right campaign to hand- 
le them. 

VIRGO: (August 22, to September 
22) Stay away from making plans 


with attachment early but instead 
think in terms of friends you have 
not lately and get in touch with and 
enjoy them. 

LIBRA: (September 23 to October 
22) Don’t be upset at a home 
problem early and get ont in the 

world and achieve the many in- 
teresting things possible in credit, 
community and career interests. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to Novem- 
ber 21) Don't be disturbed by a 
message you don't like early but 
instead concentrate upon the 
school of thought you want live 
under daring the days ahead. 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to 
December 21) Leave attachment 
early in a good humour and then 
you can get into whatever practical 
matters which require your atten- 
tion and do them with skill. 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 to 
January 20) Take some time out to 
co ntitM a persona] habit then you 
will be able to join with outside 
associates and partners and come 
to a new understanding. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to Febru- 
ary 19) Don’t worry over a secret 
annoyance but get busy at the 
various activities that are awaiting 
your attention and you get much or 
value accomplished. 

PISCES: (February 20 to Marfih 
20) A friend disappoints you early 
but by sticking to the one you love 
the moSc ana showing your devo- . 
tion your life is romantically en- 
riched. . . 


Arab banks lend 
Arabsat $104 million 


i ■ 


MANAMA, Bahrain (AP) — 
The pan-Arab satellite group 
'Arab Catellite Communications 
Organisation, known as Arabsat, 
signed a $104 million bank loan 
syndicated by the Bahrain-based 
Golf International Bank (GIB) 
Wednesday. 

GIB said in a statement the 
loan . facility was provided by 
eight regional banks and is pro- 
vided for an 8 Ife-year term in- 
cluding a three-year grace period. 

The financing package is part 
of a $258 million project for the 
acquisition of two satellites under 
construction in France by Aeros- 
patiale, the statement said. Arab- 


sat already lias two satellites in 
operation. J . . 

Arabsat, which was established 
in 1976 and is owned by 21 Arab 
states, is fending in cash $154 
million of the project, the state- 
ment said. 

The statement said that Arab- 
sat would make repayment of $64 
milling in 11 equal instalments 
followed by a $40 million pay- 
ment at final maturity. 

GIB contributed $54 million to 
the new loan. Bahrain-based A1 
Ahli Bank, Riyad Bank and 
Saudi HoUandi 'Bank of Saudi 
Arabia each contributed $10 mil- 
lion. 


THE BETTER HALF, 


By Glasbergen 



“Ifs for people who don't have enough 
time in the morning. It's toothpaste, 
oatmeafand coffeg^flrin one tuber 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
by Henri Arnold 


-Unscramble these four Jumbles, 
one tetter to aacb square, to form 
taw ordinary words. 


errox 


^ ■ 




POUCE I 



■ 

□ 


TONBEN 






GOAFER 


i — 



ANOTHER NAME FOR 
A CHECK FOR6ER. 


Now arrange the circled letters to 
form the surprise answer k as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


* m-amm 

(Answers tomorrow) 

Saturday’s | JumWes: RAVEN HEFTY PALACE FACILE 

I Answer. What the seasoned commuter tries when he 
targets his ticket— "FARE PLAY" 


; f 


THE Daily Crossword by Joel Davajan 


ACROSS 
1 Sharp pain 
5 Maa — 

10 Dapaneo 

14 General Bradley 

15 "Just — In the 
neck" (Lee 
Thayer) 

16 Souan 

17 SmaS business 
enterprises 

20 Foreshadows 

21 Borgntee of film 

22 Raced 

23 Jeneor Zane 

24 Talked beck 
27 FHhteg need 
26 Concorde 

31 Arab chieftain 

32 “Bepftam Boy" 

33 Rodent 

34 Segor creation 
37 Toward the 

mouth 

33 Actress Patricia 

39 Wield 

40 CM War 
monogram 

41 Iowa city 

42 Felonies 

43 Second son 

44 Embark . 

4fi WoH Street units 
48 Extents of 
farmland 
52 Asha to merry 

54 Lhasa — 

55 Rejoice 

56 Sea eagle 

57 Adolescent 

58 Transactions 

59 MetSdne 
measure 

DOWN 

1 Sptendd efisptay 

2 Cupid 

3 Appellation 

4 Lawn starter 

5 Sponged 

6 Raised 

7 Aston country 

8 Domino dot 
9SMy 

iQVerytoofish 

11 Rateon d‘— 

12 Enemies 



J 


CIMJ U#*, Streets, me. 

Mni9K****nM 


13 Assay 

IB Table towns 

19 Arduous Journey 

23 One-time TV 
comic. George 

24 Flavor 

25 Love. Italian 
style 

28 Plant part 

27 Sounds ol 

laugntsr 

29 She of witch 
trials 

29 Twenty- 

30 Bakery treats 

32 Building material 

33 Amusingly 
eccentric 

35 Tangled up 

36 High nests 

41 Countenance a 
crime 

42 Proofreader's 

. symbols 

43 firebug's 
tetany 

44 Racing boat 


Yesterday's Puzzle Solved: 


HSKHS S 000 nnnn 
soono naan hihoq 
nranonenranon Hnnrn 

nnrniuHn nnHnn 

gnpin EHHnn qrb 
oonnndR 
Qnn iiinnnH onnn 
„ nncoara romnaram 
Horoinoo 

ggnpipsi nnim Ron 

ngRRi nnnci ranimn 

rmrm CTDBn ^nnnni 


*5 Tiff 

46 It springs 
eternal 

47 Church section 

48 Greenish color 


49 HeJjcaptor. 
briefly 

50 Years end years 

51 Sieck and — - 
53 English river - ‘ 
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IIF urges new approaches to finance by World Ba 
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WASHINGTON (AFP) — The 
Institute of International Finance 
(iff') called Tuesday for new 
approaches by the World Bank 
and other global institutions to 
improve their effectiveness in us* 
mg private funds for developing 
countries. 

The IIF, which represents 
many of the world's largest com- 
mercial banks, serves as a spokes- 
man for its members with the 
World Bank, die' International 
Monetary Fund (IMF), the 
Group of Seven and other mul- 
tQaleral financial institutions. 


'The ability of the emerging 
market economies of Latin 
America, Asia, the Middle East 
and Central Europe to access 
private international capital mar- 
kets varies greatly and requires 
the introduction of flexible, diffe- 
rentiated and tailored instru- 
ments by the international institu- 
tions,' 1 IIF Managing Director 
Charles Dallara wrote in a letter 
to Belgian Fianance Minister Phi- 
lippe Maystadt, chairman of the 
IMFs Interim Committee. 

Private external capital flows to 
major developing countries in- 


creased from $23 billion in 1988 
to $85 billion in 1992, he said, 
while equity flows in this period 
doubled to reach nearly $40 tril- 
lion. 

The IIF believes that the World 
Bank and its private finance arm, 
the International Finance Cor-, 
poratkm. should play in some 
instances “supportive, rather 
than lead roles, particularly in 
transactions which can be largely 
— although not completely — 
carried by the private sector,” 
Mr. Dallara wrote. 

In other cases, “a more active 


role will be required by these 
institutions where sovereign risk 
remains very high." 

The international financial in- 
stitutions should discuss the gray 
areas of loans with the private 
banking sector, letting bankers 
I know where commercial risk ends 
and political risk begins, Mr. 
Dallara said at a news confer- 
ence. 

In the case of the countries of 
the former Soviet Union, the 
private sector may only be willing 
to assume the commercial risk of 
large new projects “if the multi- 


lateral institutions provide cover- 
age of a broader definition of 
political risk.” he said. 

The managing director hailed 
steps taken by the World Bank — 
creation of a vice president for 
relations with the private sector 
and strengthening the role of the 
International Finance Corpora- 
tion — but emphasised that mor 
still needed to be done. 

Noting the success of privatisa- 
tions, the multilateral develop- 
ment banks should reconsider 
‘^whether it is appropriate to con- 
tinue to insist upon borrowing 


government guarantees for all of 
their loans." 

Support of the developing 
countries, which now account for 
more than one-third of the 
world's output and trade, "is no 
longer a matter of foreign aid, but 
of fostering economic activity 
which can contribute importantly 
to growth and employment in the 
industrial world.” 

The OF will be an observer a: 
the 48th annual meeting of the 
IMF and World Bank which 
opens Thursday » n Washington. 


Arab Gulf states look to join GATT 


Record numbers visit Britain 


ABU DHABI (AFP) — Gulf 
Arab states ended a two-day 
meeting here Wednesday with 
most of them agreeing in princi- 
ple to join the General Agree- 
ment on Tariffs and Trade 
(GATT), their economic chief 
said. . 

Trade ministers from the six- 
nation Gulf Cooperation Council 
(GCC) reviewed a recommenda- 
tion from their Riyadh-based 
general secretariat to seek mem- 
bership in the Geneva-based 
world group. 

The ministers agreed on a 
recommendation encouraging 
member states which are not 
members of GATT to join it,” 
the GCC assistant secretary 
general for economic affairs, 
Abdullah A1 Quwaiz, told repor- 
ters after the meeting. 

"Most members welcomed 
such a move. The United Arab 
Emirates (UAE), Qatar and 
Bahrain are now seriously con- 


sidering joining GATT,” he said. 

Kuwait is the only GCC nation 
to have joined GATT, in 1984, 
while Saudi Arabia applied for 
membership in July. A Saudi 
envoy attending the Abu Dhabi 
talks said a committee of 16 
GATT members was studying 
Riyadh's application. 

Sheikh Quwaiz. a Saudi, de- 
clined to say why the remaining 
GCC state Oman had not shown 
enthusiasm for GATT mem- 
bership. 

The GCCs growing interest in 
GATT comes amid complaints 
about increasing protectionism in 
major world economic groups 
and the emergence of new trading 
blocs. 

The oil-rich GCC states have 
begun to erect customs barriers to 
protect their burgeoning indus- 
tries, whieh- ar£viral for their 
attempts lessen reliance on unst- 
able oil export earnings. 

.“GATT has become of great 


importance to GCC countries be- 
cause it started to discuss issues of 
interest to them,” said Sheikh 
Quwaiz. 

•The current Uruguay round 
of GATT negotiations covers 
commodities of concern to the 
GCC, like petrochemicals, as 
well as services such as banking, 
insurance, communication's and 
intellectual property,” he said. 
“All these issues are of great 
interest to the GCC." 

Sheikh Quwaiz said Gulf states 
were expected to play an active 
role within GATT given their 
relatively large trade, which 
accounted for nearly two-thirds' 
of their gross domestic product of 
$169 billion in 1992. 

The Abu Dhabi-based Arab 
Monetary Fund has urged all 
Arab League members to join 
GATT and warned that growing 
protectionism in a single Euro- 
pean market would depress their 
exports by nearly 30 per cent. 


LONDON (R) — A record num- 
ber of foreigners visited Britain in 
1992 and spent more money than 
ever before, despite the recession 
and an expensive pound, the Brit- 
ish Tourist Authority (BTA) has 
said. 

That was good news for a 
tourism sector battered in 1991 by 
recession and by the Gulf war. 
The war prompted many Amer- 
icans — Britain’s biggest tourist 
group — to cut back sharply on 
overseas travel. 

Some 18.5 million visitors ar- 
rived in Britain last year, up from 
17.1 million in 1991, and they 
spent £7.9 billion ($12.18 billion) 
compared to £7.4 billion ($11.41 
billion) in 1991, the BTA said in 
its annual report. 

Some 8.5 million foreign visi- 
tors arrived in the first half of 
1993, a three per cent increase 
over the year-earlier period — 
and another record, the BTA 
said. 


Alan Jefferson, BTA’s acting 
chief executive, said the figures 
showed a recovery in tourism, 
which he described as a still fra- 
gile market in 1992, despite the 
ipeord number of arrivals and 
spending. 

"In the early months of this 
year international tourism at last 
began to turn the comer,” be told 
a news conference. 

BTA’s chairwoman, Adele 
Biss, said tourism in Britain was 
set to benefit this year from a 
devalued pound that gave fore- 
igners greater spending power. 

She also said this rainy island 
nation expected to attract a grow- 
ing number of tourists who have 
opted in the past for sunnier 
destinations. 

“We are forecasting an even 
stronger year to come as we reap 
the benefits of devaluation ana 
the move away from simple sun- 
bathing to -the more fulfilling 
holidays that Britain offers," Ms. 


Biss said at the same news confer- 
ence. 

Americans represented the big- 
gest national group travelling to 
Britain and the biggest spenders 
last year, with 2.75 million Amer- 
ican visitors spending £1.49 bil- 
lion ($2.30 billion). 

The BTA said it expected 19.5 
million foreigners to visit this 
year and to spend about £8.2 
billion ($12.64 billion). The fore- 
cast for 1994 was 20.7 million 
visitors and £8.2 billion ($13.10 
billion) in spending. 

Tourism is one of Britain’s 
biggest foreign exchange earners. 

Britain had a trade deficit of 
£2.67 billion $4 billi.on the 
second quarter, followin 
quarter deficit of ($4 
Central Statists 
has said. 

Analysis had ex 
ficit to reach between 
and £2.8 billion. 
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LONDON (R) — Following are the buying and selling, rates for 
/ leading world currencies and gold against the dollar at midsesaon 
' on the London Foreign Exchange and bullion markets Wednes- 
day. - 
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Izetbegovic dampens peace hopes 


SARAJEVO (Agencies) — Mus- 
® n * President Alija Izetbegovic 
“as dimmed hopes expressed by 
mediators that the war which has 
destroyed Bosnia could soon be 
over. 

And one of the Muslim-led 
army’s best known commanders 
was- quoted as saying his men 
would fight on regardless of any 
political agreement to divide the 
republic into ethnic mini-states of 
Muslims, Serbs and Croats. 

Mediators Lord Owen and 
ThorvaJd Stoltenberg said after 
talks between representatives of 
the 'warring parties on a British 
warship in the Adriatic Monday 
that they were now closer than 
ever- to an agreement to eud. the 
17-montb-old war. 

But Mr. Izetbegovic returned 
to his shattered capital Sarajevo 
from the talks Tuesday saying he 
could not recommend acceptance 
of the latest peace plan. 

“I personally am pot inclined 
towards that proposal,” Mr. Izet- 
begovic told a news conference. 

He said the final decision 
would be made by Bonsia’s par- 
liament, set to meet next Monday 
on Wednesday. 

“I just hope and literally pray 
that they decide to accept it and 
we can bring this bloody, ghastly 
war to an end,” Lord Owen, the 
European Community's 
mediator, said. 

Monday's high seas parley, on 
the aircraft carrier Invincible, se- 
cured a deal that will give a 
proposed Muslim mini-state in 
Bosnia vital access to the Adria- 
tic. 

Mr. Izetbegovic said that cru- 
cial issue had been resolved satis- 


factorily, as far as the proposed 
state’s economic requirements 
were concerned. 

But there were still occupied 
areas of Bosnia which Mr. Izetbe- 
govic felt should be Ceded to the 
Muslims. 

"I cannot accept regions popu- 
lated by Bosnians remaining 
within the Serb republic. I will 
accept that only if I have to,” Mr. 
Izetbegovic said. 

Bosnian Serb leader Radovan 
Karadzic said Monday the latest 
territorial concession of half a per 
cent was the seventh to the Mus- 
lims. He warned that aO would be 
revoked if a solution was not 
reached. “Enough is enough,” he 
said. 

Under the proposed carve-up, 
the Muslims would control abpnt 
30 per cent of land, the Serbs, 
who now control 70 per cent, 
would have 52 per cent and 
Croats 18 per cent. 

Bosnian radio quoted Arif 
PasiHc, the commander of Mus- 
lim troops in the southern city of 
Mostar, as saying his troops were 
determined to fight. on regardless 
of any settlement 

Some 55,000 Muslims are trap- 
ped in the eastern part of the city 
by surrounding Croats. 

Commander Pasalic was 
quoted as saying his troops were 
intent on “liberating Mostar and 
the Hercegovina region regard- 
less of the political settlement of 
the Bosnian crisis.” 

New clashes broke ont 
Wednesday between the Bosnian 
army and Bosnian Croat forces in 
central and southern Bosnia- 
Heizegovina, a U.N. protection 
force (UNPROFOR) — spokes- 


man said. 

Croatian radio monitored in 
Belgrade quoted the Croat milit- 
ary leadership' as saying the Bos- 
nian army had been “totally defe- 
ated” on the southern flank of 
Mostar, the main town in Herze- 


govina. 

However Radio Sarajevo said 
the Bosnian army had captured 
the strategic Medved Hill, to the 
west of the town. 

Three civilians died and six 
were wounded late Tuesday when 
Muslim units shelled the central 
town of Novi Travnik, Croatian 
radio added. 

The U.N. spokesman said 
there were some “heavy ex- 
changes of fire” Tuesday along 
confrontation lines in the Vitez 
area of central Bosnia, along with 
heavy Croat shelling of Mostar. 
However the situation was “cal- 
mer now” than in the first days 
which followed Saturday’s de- 
clared ceasefire, he added. 

The situation around Sarajevo 
was fairly quiet, with occasional 
sniping in town and some firing 
on Zuc Hill nearby. 

In Belgrade, the official Ser- 
bian News Agency, Tanjug, 
quoted the head of the Bosnian 
army’s Third Corps as saying 
Croat infantrymen bad tried “un- 
successfully” to recapture terri- 
tory they lost Monday around the 
village of Kxuscica in the north of 
the Vitez area. 

Meanwhile, peace mediators 
Lord Owen and Thorvald Stol- 
tenberg briefed NATO Wednes- 
day on the chances of ending the 
war in Bosnia, with the alliance 
poised to send some 50,000 
troops to tackle the risky job of 


policing an agreement. 

Lord Owen told reporters on 
arrival in Brassies he hoped the 
Bosnian assembly would approve 
a deal next week that would split 
the repubic into three ethnic 
mini-states, despite reservations 
expressed by Mr. Izetbegovic. 

“L just hope that they do 
settle, I really do fear for the 
future, but these must be their 
choices,” he said. 

Lord Owen said negotiations 
on the trerritoriaJ divisions be- 
tween the warring Croats, Mus- 
lims and Serbs could continue 
even after the peace deal was 
agreed in principle but suggested 
there was little room from man- 
oeuvre! until that happened. 

“It’s very bard to see the nego- 
tiating process getting very much 
more in the immediate future,” 
he said. 

Lord Owen and Mr. Stolten- 
berg met NATO Secretary- 
General Manfred Woemer. top 
military representatives and 
alliance ambassadors. 

If peace is near, NATO faces 
the biggest operation in its history 
— and a ground deployment out- 
side the territory of its member 
states for the first time since it 
was set up to counter Soviet 
- military power in 1949. 

Mr. Stoltenberg said it was 
crucial any force sent to Bosnia 
should be able to police the 
agreement effectively. 

“That will be decisive both for 
establishing peace and keeping 
the peace,” be said. 

NATO, which agreed last week 
to start formal planning to en- 
force the agreement, now seems 
almost certain to get the job. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


Kravchuk names acting premier 


KIEV (R) — Ukrainian President Leonid Kravchuk appointed a 
conservative top mining official. Yefim Zvyagilsky, as acting 
prime minister Wednesday, a presidential spokesman said. Mr. 
Zvyagilsky, a proponent of increased state involvement in the 
economy, was appointed by presidential decree a day after 
parliament accepted the resignation of his predecessor, Leonid 
Kuchma. Mr. Kravchuk had hinted during parliamentary debate 
this week that he could name an acting premier, as Boris Yeltsin 
did in Russia last year, to help speed introduction of economic 
reforms. 


weather a day. Discovery touched down at 3:56 a.m. Edt (0756 
GMT) with five astronaust on board just a few miles from the pad 
where it was launched on Sept. 12. Other nighttime landings have 
been made in California but this was the first at the Kennedy 
Space Centre. 

Russia apologises over PoW document 


Shuttle makes right landing 


HANOI (R) — Russia apologised to Vietnam Wednesday for the 
release of a Soviet intelligence document which fuelled U.S.- 
Vietnamese mistrust over American prisoneis of war (PoWs). 
Moscow’s action appeared likely to ease U.S. doubts about 
Vietnamese good faith on the key issue in tbeir relations — efforts 
to account for 2,248 U.S. servicemen still listed as missing 


CAPE CANAVERAL, Florida (R) — The shuttle Discovery 
Wednesday made its first Florida nighttime landing after a 
mission during which astronauts deployed a satellite designed to 
revolutionise die U.S. communications industry. “Congratula- 
tions, Frank, making the first night landing of a shuttle at KSC 
(Kennedy Space centre)," said shuttle communicator Kevin 
Chilton. Navy Captain Frank Culbertson, the Discovery pilot, 
replied: “It’s a real honour to bring it back to KSC where they 
work on it and make such a nice machine fly so well.” Delayed by 


Khmer Rouge to defend its territory 


BANGKOK (AFP) —The Khmer Rouge said Wednesday that it 
would defend territory under its control in Western Cambodia if 
the new national government attempts to assent its sovereignty 
over the area. In a statement issued by radio a day after the 
parliament formally adopted Cambodia's new constitution, the 
radical guerrilla movement declared that Khmer Rouge fighters 
are under strict orders to defend tbeir positions and to vigorously 
protect the Khmer nation as well as the entire Khmer people.” 


Clinton leads way on prompt backing for Yeltsin 




LONDON (Agencies) — Presi- 
dent Bill Clinton led Western 
governments in giving swift sup- 
port to Russian President Boris 
Yeltsin, giving his plan to dissolve 
parliament and bold fresh elec- 
tions the benefit of the doubt. 

Although most Western gov- 
ennents r had only an hour’s adv- 
ance notice, their support came 
mane promptly than during the 
August 1991 hardline putsch, 
which Mr. Yeltsin successfully 
resisted. 

On that occasion, while some 
Western leaders backed Mr. 
Yeltsin, others such as President 
Francois. Mitterrand appeared to 
accept the legitimacy of the 
putsch, at least initially. 

Mir. Clinton had a 17-minute 
telephone conversation with Mr. 
Yeltsin in which he sought assur- 
ances that the Russian leader’s 
bid to disband parliament and 
hold new elections did not 
threaten democratic reforms. 

“In a democracy, the people 
should finally decide the issues 
that are at the heart of political 
and soda! debate,” Mr. Clinton 
said in a statement. 

“President Yeltsin has made 
this, choice and I support him 
fixity," he said. 

This time there was no com-, 
ment from Mr. Mitterrand but 
French Foreign Minister Alain 
Juppe expressed support for Mr. 
Yeltsin. 

Asked on television to com- 
ment on Mr. Yeltsin’s decision to 
dissolve parliament and call elec- 
tions, Mr. Juppe said: “Who en- 
joys democratic legitimacy? Pres- 
ident Yeltsin and his team.” 

“I hope with all my heart that 
die reformers, who are ready to 
stand up and face a ballot, will 
come out on top," be added. 

In a separate interview. Prime 
Minister Edouard Bafladur said: 
“Let us draw a conclusion from, 
all this. 1 That we, in Western 
Europe, have undoubtedly failed 
to do our duty by Eastern Euro- 
pean countries liberated from 
communism.” 

■British Prime Minister John 
Major, in Malaysia on a trade 
mission, expressed his support in 
a message to Mr. Yeltsin: “I 
would like to assure you of our 
full support for your determined 
and courageous efforts in the face- 
of great difficulties to surmount 
challenges to your reform prog- 
ramme and to create a democra- 
tic framework for Russia and the 
Russian people.” 

Reaction from Bonn was more 
cautious; Germany was con- 


cerned at events in Russia and 
Chancellor Helmut Kohl was 
being kept informed of develop- 
ments, a government spokesman 
said. 

“It is too early to have an 
overview of the direction events 
will take,” he said. The German 
Foreign Ministry declined to 
comment. “We are gathering in- 
formation and waiting to see what 
happens,” a ministry spokesman 
said. 

Swedish Prime Minister Carl 
Bildt said Mr. Yeltsin's dissolu- 
tion of parliament was “regrett- 
able but necessary.” 

Bfidt said on Swedish television 
he did not believe Mr. Yeltsin's 
move would lead to civil war in 
Russia. 

“This is a parliament which 
daces from Soviet times. It re- 
fused to go for election. So in 
some circumstances one ends up 
in a regrettable but necessary 
situation,” Bildt said. 

Canadian External Affairs 
Minister Perrin Beatty said Cana- 
da welcomed Mr. Yeltsin’s com- 
mitment to give the Russian peo- 
ple an opportunity to choose their 
parliament freely and democrati- 
cally. 

Mr. Yeltsin dissolved the Rus- 
sian legislature and said he would 
rule by decree until elections for a 
new parliament were held in De- 
cember. 

“Canada has supported Presi- 
dent Yeltsin substantially in his 
efforts to move Russia to demo- 
cracy and market economy, and 
will stand by him as he continues 
those efforts,” Mr. Beany said in 
a statement 

Japan, whose relations with 
Russia have been far less warm 
than those of other G-7 govern- 
ments, voiced support for Yelt- 
sin. 

Chief government spokesman 
Masayoshi Takemura told a netfs 
conference: "Japan has sup- 
ported Yeltsin’s efforts on reform 
until now and we plan to continue 
to back him. 

“Yeltsin said his reform efforts 
had been mocked by the legisla- 
ture. We think bis decision... was 
a proper one. I will refrain from 
saying any more because the 
Japanese government does not 
want to be seen interfering in 
Russia's domestic affairs." 

Ukrainian Foreign Minister 
Anatoly Zlenkr* "iso backed 
Yeltsin, saying his move would 
ensure calm and stability in 
Ukraine's giant neighbour. 

“This is a decisive step, 
perhaps not entirely democratic. 


but there was no other way,” Mr. 
Zlenko told Reuters by tele- 
phone. 

"Confrontation had reached- 
such a point that there was no- 
where to turn. This action could 
well have negative consequences. 
But it is in Ukraine's interests to 
have calm and mutual under- 
standing within Russia.” 

Russia and Ukraine have fre- 
quently been. -at odds over econo- 
*mic and military issues since the 
collapse of the Soviet Union two 
years ago but Kiev backs Mr. 
Yeltsin because his hardline 
opponents in Moscow are seen as 
a direct threat to Ukraine's 
sovereignty. 


Spanish Foreign Minister 
Javier Solana said Wednesday he 
hoped new elections called by 
Mr. Yeltsin would enable him to 
press on with his reforms. 

“Spain supports the process of 
political ana economic reforms 
initiated by President Yeltsin 
which have been blocked by par- 
liament’s opposition,” Mr. Sola- 
na said. 

“We hope that elections will 
take place in a free climate creat- 
ing a new legitimacy which will 
make it posable for (these) re- 
forms to continue in peace and 
democracy,” 

Norway gave its support on 
Wednesday to Mr. Yeltsin’s dis- 
solution of parliament, saying 
fresh elections should be held 


soon. 

'' “Norway will continue to sup- 
port Yeltsin and the reforms 
which have been implemented,” 
Foreign Minister Johan Joergen 
Holst told the Norwegian News 
Agency (NTB). . . 


"It’s now im port a nt that new 
elections are held soon since this 
situation has arisen and we also 
hope that democratic rights will 
be secured in the process,” he 
added. 

-Turkmenistan's, presidential 
press office said Wednesday the 
Central Asian state supported 
Mr. Yeltsin. 

"We do not think there will be 
a civil war or a coup because the 
Russian military has said it will 
not intervene, " presidential 
spokesman Durdymuhamed Kur- 
banov said by telephone from the 
Turkmen capital Ashgabat. “We 
have always had good relations 
with Russia and we do not expect 
any changes in these because of 
what has happened. 

“We support Yeltsin.” he 
added. 

The European Community cal- 


led the crisis “the inevitable con- 
sequences of an impasse created 
by conservative forces hostile to 
democratic reform.” 

“We support the decision of 
President Yeltsin, the only direct- 
ly elected official, in his efforts 
towards maintaining this (demo- 
cratic) process,” said Belgian 
Foreign Minister Willy Oaes, 
speaking for the whole EC. 

‘The process must lead to 
democratic elections permitting 
the unblocking of the political 
situation,” the EC insisted. 

Italy’s government pledged 
support for Mr. Yeltsin, but some 
countries, despite praising Mr. 
Yeltsin, pointed x out the dangers 
of his actions. 

New Zealand Foreign Minister 
Don McKinnon said: “Abo- 
lishing political institutions, even 
flawed political institutions, in a 
country with so short a tradition 
of democracy is fraught with dan- 
ger." 

Former Soviet President 
Mikhail Gorbachev said: “The 
steps taken were not justified and 
were anti-democratic,” according 
to the Italian News Agency 
(ANSA). Mr. Gorbachev bas 
been on a speaking tour of Italy. 

East European nations allied 
behind the banner of reform, but 
were jittery. . 

Hungary, which depends on 
Russ an natural gas and pet- 
roleum, said it “was always 
among the first to support Rus- 
sian reforms and President Boris 
Yeltsin," a government state- 
ment said. 

• In Bucharest, the Foreign 
Ministry said Romania “shares 
the behef that the earliest bolding 
of elections in the Russian parlia- 
ment could solve the present poli- 
tical crisis and ensure the demo- 
cratisation and reform, process, 
whose symbol is President Yelt- 
sin.” 

Czech President Vaclav Havel 
said “I would like Russia to have 
soon a truly democratic constitu- 
tion and a supreme legislative 
body whose members would 
come ol free elections.” 

A spokeswoman for Czech Pre- 
mier Vaclav Klaus said the gov- 
ernment is convinced that Mr. 
Yeltsin and his allies will succeed 
in stabilising the situation and 
leading Russia to democratic 
elections. 

In neutral Austria, the govern- 
ment said it folly endorses “a 
consistent continuation Of the re- 
form processes begun in Russia 
following the collapse of the. 
Communist system.” 


L 


yy 






'asrtz..* "'.-V.-i.-:'- 


A group of Nicaraguan riot police protect them- 
selves from gunfire by transportation workers who 
fired after police tried to dear the road to the 


Managua airport when it was Nocked during a 
national transport strike (AFP photo) 


Chamorro to return amid deepening crisis 


MANAGUA (AP) — Striking 
transport workers manned barri- 
cades and awaited the president's 
return Wednesday after a shoot- 
out with police left two people 
dead and two injured a day ear- 
lier. 

President Violeta Chamorro 
said she would return Wednesday 
morning from a Central Amer- 
ican summit in Guatemala, which 
she attended only after a bulldoz- 
er smashed through a barricade 
on the road to the international 
airport early Tuesday. 


A police officer and a woman 
bystander were killed and at least 
two other people wounded in 
Tuesday afternoon’s shootout be- 
tween striking transportation 
workers and police after the bar- 
ricade was rebuilt on the Pan 
American Highway following 
Mrs. Chamorro's departure . 

The indefinite strike by more 


than 30,000 bus, taxi and truck 
drivers started Monday to protest 
a government hike in fuel prices 
ana imposition of vehicle taxes. 

-“The government is an assas- 
sin," said Daniel Ortega, the 
former president whose leftist 
Sandinista government was defe- 
ated by Mrs. Chamorro in 1990 
elections. 

He said the government had 
better rescind the fuel and tax 
increases or the people could 
possibly try to force her from 
power. 

Police fired tear gas, rubber 
bulleti and then live rounds dur- 
ing the shootout with armed strik- 
ers who manned flaming barri- 
cades on the Pan American High- 
way, the major highway across 
the Americas. 

The shooting lasted more titan 
an hour, and police were turned 
bade after failing to remove the 
barricade of flaming tires, junked 


cars, logs and paving stones. 
Hundreds of armed strikers lit 
tire bonfires, and remained there 
and on main thoroughfares over- 
night. — =- ■ 


Mrs. Chamorro cancelled plans to 
return Tuesday night, 
staying in Guatemala City be- 
cause the meeting had “ended 
very late,” explained presidential 
spokesman Ernesto Robleto in 
Managua. 

The armed strikers on the air- 
port road barricade have vowed 
to block her return, although 
Mrs. Chamorro could possibly 
avoid confrontation by taking a 
helicopter to downtown. 


The violence in Nicaragua led 
American and 'Continental Air- 
lines to cancel scheduled flights 
Wednesday to Nicaragua, offi- 
cials of the U.S.-based airlines 
said.- Each airline has one flight 
daily. 


U.S. leans on Haiti to end terror 


PORT-AU-PRINCE (R) — 
American diplomats and military 
advisers pressed Haiti's army 
Tuesday to halta rash qf murders 
and violence that threatens to de- 
lay the planned return of deposed 
President Jean-Bertrand Aris- 
tide. . ■ — - — . — 


Hie hastily-organised visit of 
Alexander Watson, assistant 
secretary of state for inter- 
American. affairs, and General 
John Sheehan, was aimed at per- 
suading Haiti's military to rein in 
a police-funded private militia 
terrorising the streets, according 
to political observers. 

: Bullet-ridded corpses are tirm- 
ing up on a daily basis in the 


capital in .what human rights 
activists call the worst violence 
since the. September 1991 coup 
that toppled Mr. Aristide. 

The number of dead found 
daily is impossible to confirm, but 
some rights activists estimate that 
as many as a dozen residents of 
the capital city die in political 
killings each night, mostly in 
dams where Mr. Aristide suppor- 
ters live. 

U.N. human rights officials 
have confirmed a total of 91 
suspect killings since July 3, when 
Aristide and coup leader General 
Raoul Cedras signed the U-N.- 
peace plan. J . ■ „ . . " 

Mr. Aristide’s planned Oct. 30 
return is the final step in a plan to 


restore democracy to the Carib- 
bean .nation. 

Sporadic, machine gun fire, not 
heard since the coup, . echoes 
nightly in slum areas. - 

Some of the shot and beaten 
bodies are found on the garbage- 
littered streets of the capital. But 
many others are believed to be 
whisked away by crock, or 
weighted with cinder blocks and 
dumped in the ocean,' human 
rights activists say. 

Stall other Haitians are grabbed 
from their homes, blindfolded, 
beaten and taken to secret loca- 
tions where they are questioned 
„a( 2 qfl£ th^ur. .pplifipaj iqjiefe fry 
armed men in civilian clothes, 
activists said. 


Russia could join west on new 


body to curb lethal arms exports 


WASHINGTON (AP) — Russia 
has taken steps' to be able to join 
NATO governments in a new 
body to curb trade in high-tech 
weaponry, according to Strobe 
Talbott who coordinates U.S. re- 
lations with the republics of the 
former Soviet Union. 

“We’ve been working very 
hard in consultation with Con- 
gress and with our international 
partners in CO COM to fry and 
develop a successor organisation 
in which Russia and the other 
independent states of the former 
Soviet Union would be them- 
selves partners and benefi- 
ciaries,” he told the Foreign 
Affairs Committee of the House 
of Representatives Tuesday. 

COCOM — the Coordinating 
Committee On Multilateral Ex- 
port Controls — includes 15 
North Atlantic Treaty allies, 
Japan and Australia. It has work- 
ed for 45 years to keep goods and 
machines that can make adv- 
anced weapons away from the 
Soviet Union. 

For much .of its history, 
COCOM’s work was highly sec- 
ret and it still meets behinds 
closed doors at an undisclosed 
headquarters in Paris. 

Mr. Talbott called it one of the 


vestiges of the cold war. that 
hinder U.S. trade, and which 
President Bill Ointon’s adminis- 
tration is frying to abolish.. He 
said a bill to get rid of some of 
those vestiges has already been 
introduced in the Senate. „ 

He said it was not possible to 
replace COCOM until the United 
States felt sure Russia would not 
transfer potentially dangerous 
technology. That obstacle was 
removed last summer,, be went 
on, when Russia agreed not to 
sell India what he called “very 
undesirable... rockets and rocket 
technology.” 

Russia also* joined the Missile 
Technology' Control Regime, an 
international accord? that tries to 
halt the spread of missiles, ae 
said. 

“That was an extremely impor- 
tant and positive thine that the 
Russian government aid,” Mr. 
Talbott added. 

Mr. Talbott, a former corres- 
pondent for Time magazine, 
bolds the rank of ambassador-at- 
large and chairs a committee that 
coordinates the policies of U.S. 
agencies that deal with the coun- 
tries of the fonnet Soviet Union. 

Also at tiie hearing. Assistant 
Secretary of Defence for Nuclear 


Security and Counterprolifera- 
' tion Ashton B, Carter sack! rough- 
ly $700 million of the $800 million 
approved to help Russia and 
three other former Soviet repub- 
lics dismantle nuclear weapons 
has now been committed. 

Mr. Carter acknowledged that 
the- Programme of nuclear dis- 
mantlement “did get off to a slow 
start.” 

That was a result of difficulties 
in dealing with the governments 
of Russia, Belarus, Ukraine and 
Kazakhstan, the four states with 
nuclear weapons on their territor- 
ial, and the need for open bid- 
ding among American companies 
seeking business in the program- 
me, he said. 

But he said there has been 
“very rapid, very recent, prog- 
ress, including agreements with 
Belarus and Russia to provide 
$283 million in new U.S. aid for 
demilitarisation and denuc- 
learisation." 

Foreign Affairs Committee 
Chairman Lee Hamilton, D-Ind., 
said be was “mildly encouraged” 
but said only five cents' out of 
every dollar actually has been 
spent. “We do not want to lose 
the opportunity we have to dis- 
mantle these weapons.” 


Rising death rates foretold 
communism’s demise — expert 


WASHINGTON (AP) — In the 
25 years leading op to the col- 
lapse of communism in Europe, 
death rates soared throughout the 
Soviet Union and Eastern 
Europe, foreshadowing the up- 
heaval that followed, a Harvard 
demographer says. 


The shortening of lifespans 
marked the first time in history 
that “a group of industrialised 
societies not at war experienced 
stagnation and even decline in 
their life expectancies," accord- 
ing to demographer Nicholas 
Eberstadt. 

Mr. Eberstadt, a visiting fellow 
at the Harvard Centre for 
Population and Development 
Studies, published his research in 
the American Enterprise, a pub- 
lication of the American Enter- 
prise Institute. His analysis was 
based on figures compiled by the 
United Nations. 


Some increases in death rates 
were dramatic. Among men aged 
45 to 49, deaths increased over 
previous' years by 131 percent in 


Hungary between 1965 and 1989. 
Among Soviet women aged 65 to 
69, the mortality rate rose 19 per 
cent. Among male Czechoslovaks 
aged 50 to 54, the increase was 33 
per cent. 

At the same time, death rates 
declined t>y 20 per cent or more in 
Western Europe and the United 
States. Even Latin America ex- 
perienced lower death rates de- 
spite the debt crisis that slowed 
social progress throughout the 
continent. 

In the Communist World, 
Hungary suffered the worst in- 
creases, with death rates tiring 
for. every gronp. of men and 
women except women aged 65 to 
69. In East Germany, the most 
prosperous member of the Com- 
munist Bloc, death rates de- 
clined, but only slightly. 

Those developments could 
have foretold the upheavals that 
occurred in 1989 and 1990 in 
which every nation in the Eastern 
Bloc. threw over its Communist 
regime, Mr. Eberstadt said.. 

“In our era at least, long-term 


rises in mortality are fraught with 
political significance,” he said. 


“They axe a sort of ‘leading in- 
dicator’ betokening the fragility 
of a regime or an entire system.” 


Ominously, be said, early sta- 
tistics suggest that death rates 
have continued climbing in the 
former Soviet empire. 

"Economically, socially and 
politically it indicates fragility in 
those societies," he said. 

Underscoring his view that 
dead: rate changes foretell social 
change, Mr. Eberstadt noted that 
in Communist countries that did 
not throw over their regimes — 
China, North Korea, Vietnam 
and Cuba — death rates did not 
rise. Cuba is reported to have 
increased life expectancies by 
more than eight years in the 
1980s, annd longevity rose by 
nearly 14 years m North Korea. 


Death rates declines inevitably 
reflect improvements in social 
conditions brought on by im- 
proved hygiene, working condi- 
tions and education, he said. 


World No. 1 
record collection 
to be split or sold 


LONDON (AFP) — The BBC’s ; 
Gramaphone Library,, which • 
holds 1.5- million records and is . 
the foremost collection in the ; 
world, is to be sold or given to a ; 
national museum, the Times . 
.newspaper reported Wednesday. . 
The possible sale is outlined in ; 
plans by the corporation to * 
rationalise its entire music, film , 
and picture archive, leaked in a ; 
confidential BBC memo to the 
paper. The BBC also intends to - 
introduce “market testing” to the I 
library. This involves savings on - 
storage and preservation costs, - 
and will streamline access to the ^ 
part of the collection most used “ 
by programme makers. David ^ 
Price, head of marketing and . 
contracts for BBC libraries and ; 
archives, confirmed that the Brit- j 
ish Library, whose National . 
Sound Archive section includes I 
an extensive record collection, or ~ 
the British Him Institute could be - 
the main beneficiaries. “These 
collections are priceless, but 
there are parts of them which are % 
no longer used every day and we 
are looking at different ways of 
storing them," he said. BBC lib- 
rary staff are concerned, howev- 
er, that moving parts of the col- 
lection to musenm would lead to 
job losses and could devalue the 
collection by breaking it up. The 
Gramaphone Library was found- 
ed in 1932 and is expanding at the 
rate of 3,000-4,000 recordings a 
month. 


China’s beggars 
grow in number 

PEKING (AFP) — China has at ; 
least 250,000 beggars and their 
numbers are increasingly drama- 
tically, the Workers Daily news- ; 
paper reported. The beggars, 
concentrated in the larger cities, '/ . 
are often organised by others who ^ 
.skim off a large part of the money 
collected, according to the news- 
paper. The fast pace of economic 
reforms has pushed many to leave * 
the poorer rural areas of China 
and come to the big cities for " 
their shot at prosperity. The size ; 
of this floating population is esti- 
mated at more than 60 million, 
and the number of Chinese going ' 
hungry is pegged at 30 million, 
according to the government. 
Although it is difficult to count 
the exact size of the homeless 
population, about 20,000 beggars 
are estimated to permanently re- - * 
ride in Peking, with Canton and 
Shanghai having more than ' 
lOjbOO,. according- to. the- paper. -I 


Man wrecks church, 
goes to sleep 


NANCY, France (AFP) — A 
man wearing camouflage uniform 
and armed with a military rifle 
and a commando dagger broke 
into the church of his borne vil- 
lage qf Domgenmin near here 
and did $30,000 worth of damage, 
gendarmes said. Gendarmes 
arrested Eric Brossaud, 21, as he 
slept off the communion wine in 
the sacristy, his rifle, equipped 
with silencer and telescopic 
sights, by his side, gendarmes 
said. His face blackened with 
charcoal and oil, Brossaud found 
his way about the medieval 
church with a U.S. army torch 
and smashed the.organ and mar- 
ble altar. He tore up vestments, 
knocked statues over and des- 
troyed chairs arid .wooden sculp- 
tures. Gendarmes said they sus- 
pected Brossaud was responsible 
for other attacks on the church. 
In 1990, he set f me to the village 
school, causing more than 
$40,000 worth of damage. 
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Bangladesh 
develops 
summer tomato 


DHAKA (AFP) — A Bang- 
ladeshi research institute has de- 
veloped a new breed of tomaro, 
usually a winter fruit in the hot ' 
southern Asian country, which 
can also be grown during the 
summer, the Daily Telegraph 
newspaper reported here 
Wednesday. The new varieties 
have been coded TM 0111, TM \ 
6367 and TM 0054 and the seeds 
are now ready for marketing, it 
said. Scientists from Bangladesh 
Agricultural Research Institute 
and the Taiwan-based Asian .i 
Vegetable Research and De- 
velopment Centre developed 
the new tomato with the help of 
the United States Agency for • 
International Development 
(USAID). Some 100 Bangladeshi 
fanners, the lucky first to get a 
briefing on the new crop, have 
chosen to call it “red gold” as 
they will be able to earn about 
350,000 taka ($8,750) from one 
hectare (2.47 acres) of land. 
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Expedition seeks 
giant earwig on 
South Atlantic isle 


x. 


LONDON (AP) — British sden 
nsts, gambling that the world': 
largest breed of earwig .still lives 
are renewing their quest to cap 
ture one of the remote Soutl 
Atlantic island of St. Helena. A 
two-man expedition will set of 
Thursday from London hoping 
for more success than searcher 
10 1988, when tiny foam 
only a pair of pincers from flu 
3-mch-long (77-mm) insect 
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Jean Fonrort-Fajard, president of the French 
Football Federation, speaks to reporters Wednes- 


day after the FFFs deddon to strip Marseille of 
ftefrtftie (AFP photo) 


Marseille stripped of French title 

(afJ) - 
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PARIS (AFP) — French football authorities 
Wednesday stripped Olympic Marseille of its 
league title over the chib's alleged involvement in 
a match-fixing scandal, it was announced here. 

The sanction, announced at a cress confer- 
ence by the Branch Football Federation (FFF), 
will be effective until the court looking into 
allegations that two Marseille men bribed players 
of toe Valenciennes team to throw a key game 
gives its ruling. 

The decision as to whether toe dub can take 
part in toe French Cup for the 1993-1994 season 
is under review, the authorities said. 

Twa Valenciennes players, Christopbe Robert 
and Jorge Bprruchaga, and Marseille player 
Jean-Jacques EydeKe, were suspended. 

The three had told a judge that Marseille 
General Manager Jean-Pierre Bernes bad offered 
money to the Valenciennes players to throw a 
crucial league match on May 20 last season. 
Eydelie was allegedly the go-between who con- 
tacted toe Valenciennes players. 

Bern es wa s also suspended until further notice. 

The FFF also declared the Valenciennes- 
Marseille match, which Marseille won 1-0, a 
defeat for both teams. 

No immediate decisions were made concerning 
the dub presidents, Michel Coencas for Valen- 
ciennes and Bernard Tapie for Marseille. Tapie 
was among the key figures interviewed by the 
FFF Wednesday and is accused of trying to pay' 
former Valenciennes trainer Boro Prnnorac to 
take the blame for the affair. 

Marseille virtually sealed its- fifth consecutive 


title after winning the match against 


Marseille, who went on to win the European 
Champions Cup six days after the Valenciennes 
has been banned from defending its title 
season over toe scandal. 

■ French football has also been threatened by 
toe world governing body FIFA with a worldwide 
ban if authorities did not take sanctions against. 
Marseille before Thursday. 

Meanwhile in Zorich, Switzerland, world soc- 
cer’s governing body FIFA said it was satisfied 
with the French soccer federation's action against 
Olympiquc Marseille and pulled back from a 
threat to bar France from international soccer. 

“It is with satisfaction that FIFA has taken 
note of tiie decisions taken by toe French 
Football Federation,” FIFA said in a statement. 

“FIFA feels that these decisions have pre- 
served the credibility of French football as a 
• whole, and have thus settled a matter which was of 
great concern to the world football federation,” 
toe state ment said. 

“FIFA will consult with the European Football 
Union, UEFA, daring the next week about any 
possible further measures to be taken against toe 
Marseille dob,” the statement said. 

UEFA has already barred titleholdeTs Marseil- 
le from this season’s Champions Cop, toe most 
prestigious of the European dub tournaments. 

Angered at the slownes s of investigations into 
the corruption charges, FIFA had given the 
French Federation until Thursday to take action 
or risk expulsion from global competition. 


Kasparov^nerciless after 7th win 


eckS ChtfLONDON (R) — Reigning wdrO 
. .. chess champion Garry Kasparov 
5i “ e P was in magisterial mood after 
... ;J ~ .widening his already comman- 
‘ ; lead over British challenger 

Short Tuesday by winning 
' rr^ame seven of their title match. 
V . ITT- Kasparov, 30, now leads the 

• l~!4-game contest 515 to 1V4 with 

"our wins and three draws. He 
"reeds only a 12-12 tie to retain his 
‘/ .Town . 

• • The crowd in London's Savoy 

.Theatre erupted in applause 
. ’ ..Tvhen Short, 28, resigned after a 
•' Vjame which followed a f amili ar 
” lattem. 

•; Kasparov played quietly in the 

■ ' 7. opening despite the advantage of 
_'he white pieces but quickly baf- 
. > - led watching experts who could 
• - -- ;Iiot pinpoint where Short’s game 
Diegan to slide downhill. 

• - Kasparov capped a subtle man- 
. ---‘^'cuvring game- with the wtiirl- 
■ — 'rind sacrificial checkmating. 
. - .• ittack that is his trademark. 

"... “Kasparov’s best game of toe 



Garry Kasparov 

match. What a massacre,” said 
English grandmaster Raymond 
Keene. 

Kasparov was persistently 
asked afterwards if toe lopsided 
score damaged toe credibility of- 
the PCA (Professional Chess 
Association), which he and Short 


desk 
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GOREN BRIDGE 


WITH OMAR SHARIF 
a TAMHAH HfRSCH 
. THwn Mnka Servian, tne. 


WEEKLY BRIDGE QUIZ 


Q.l — Neither vulnerable, as Sooth 
you hold: 

♦K8752 CG 083 *07532 

The bidding has proceeded: 

West- North East South 

Pass 17 DU ? 

What action do you take? 

Q-2 — Neither vulnerable, aa South 
you hold: 

♦K8752 76 083 *97532 

The bidding has proceeded: 

West North East South 

I * 17 DM* ? 

*— Penalties 

What action do you take? 


Y Q-3— As South, vulnerable, yon 
_ hold: 

*AK5 YQ83 C*5 *Q10S53 

- : • The bidding, baa- proceeded: 

■ • North East South West 

/ ** ' Pa*® 2 * Porn 

... 2 . : .. Pag8 ? 

t- What do you bid now? 


you 

*5 


— ** South, Vulnerable, 
hold: 

^^0885 0AQ1032 
x ne bidding has proceeded: 
North East South West 

1 * Pass 1 7 

1 * Paw ? 

What do you bid now? 


Q.S — Both vulnerable, as South 
you hold: 

*085 ?A£5 0A8 * A0 1063 
The bidding has proceeded: 

South West North 
1* Pass - 1 * 

2 NT Paw 3 * Paw 

y 

What do you bid now? ’ * 

Q. 6-— Neither vulnerable, as South 
you hold: 

*KQ8 7654 0AQJ6 *K6S 
The bidding has proceeded: 

North East South West 

1 * Pass 1 0 

1 7 Pass ? 

What do yoo bid now? 


foun ded after world chess body " 
FIDE disqualified them in a dis- 
pute over match conditions. 

Kasparov, a half- Jewish, half- 
Armeman Russian, could not ex- 
tend any sympathy to those who 
might lose interest as the match 
showed every sign of becoming a 
root. 

“I'm playing a world cham- 
pionship match and I have to 
retain my title,” he said. I wanted 
to win in crushing fashion and if it 
is not as dose as people wanted, 
Tm sony, but there is nothing I 
can do for them.” 

He also had no patience for the 
suggestion of a reunification 
matc h against the winner of the 
FIDE match. 

“We are playing toe World 
Championship match, not a char- 
ity match. I will play toe legiti- 
mate challenger from the cycle, 
the PCA cyde we are organising, 
not from some rival organisa- 
tion.” Kasparov said. 

The champion promised to re- 
veal “big news” from the PCA 
before tiie end of the match, with 
corporate spoosorphip that would 
guarantee the vitality of fledgling 
organisation. 

Kasparov was asked if he had 
known that Princess Diana, wife 
of heir to toe throne Prince 
Charles, had been a spectator for 
the seventh game. 

“[ was told after the game. It 
shows that there is a lot of public 
interest. Unfortunately I paid too 
much attention to the game,” he ( 
smiled. 


Olympic champion 
banned for life 

LONDON (AFP) — Olympic shot put champion Mike Stulce has 
been suspended for life Tuesday following a positive drugs test at last 
month's World Championships. 

American Stulce, ton'd at the Stuttgart championships, also tested 
positive to a banned drug in 1990 and received a two year suspension. 
He returned to competition in time to win the gold at the Barcelona 
Olympics. 

International Amateur Athletic Federation (IAAF) Spokeswoman 
Jayne Pearce said Stulce, 24, was banned for life pending a hearing 
by toe U.S. Athletics Federation. 

Pearce would not identify toe drug but said h carried an automatic 

four-year suspension for first offenders. 

“It is IAAF policy to never reveal the substance,” Pearce said. 
She said two tests were held on a urine sample from Stulce. The a 
test was straight after competition in Stuttgart and the B test, to 
confirm toe tost positive result, was on September 16. 

The announcement was delayed until Tuesday to give the U.S. 
Track and Field Federation time to inform Stulce. 

He has the right to request a hearing from his national federation, 
Pearce said. 

The Houston Athlete, second at the World Junior Championships 
in 1988 and toe World University Games in 1989, was first banned for 
testosterone use in April 1990. He returned to action three months 
before the Olympics. 

Stulce is the fourth athlete to return a positive test from Stuttgart 
The others were javelin thrower Dmitriy Polyunin, of Ubeldstan, 
800m runner LDiya Nurutdmova, fo Russia, and Discus thrower 
Ramos Ubatras, of Lithuania. 


Women’s Basketball Championship 

Jazireh-Orthodoxi 
clash in final today 

By a Jordan Times Staff Reorter 

AMMAN — The 1993 Women’s Basketball Championship ends 
Thursday when A1 Jazireh clash with titleholders AJ Orthodoxi in 
a most-awaited match by both players and fans alike. 

A1 Jazireh who defeated A1 Orthodoxi 65-58 in the first round 
last week were scheduled to meet AJ Orthodoxi Tuesday, 
however, the Competitions' Committee at toe Jordan Basketball 
Federation made a last-minute change on the schedule so that the 
top-two teams' would actually meet on the final day of the 
two-week long competition. 

The Jazireh-Orthodoxi match will be preceded by the AhlkAbu 
Nusair match at A1 orthodoxi ’s court Al Jazireh will be crowned 
the Kingdom's new champions even if they lose by less than 7 
points, meaning that A1 Orthodoxi will have to put up a big effort 
in an attempt to score a victory by over 7 points to retain the 
championship title. 

AJ Jazireh has a full line-up of young, energetic players like 
Tala AI Mauge. Suhair AI Mackusi and the new recruits Jumana 
al Satti and Rana AI Husseini. The basic line-up might miss 
playmaker Hala Al Muheisen because of an arm injury she 
sustained during toe match Tuesday against newcomers Abu 
Nusair who suffered their fifth consecutive crushing defeat of 
104-14 (the first half ending 43-9). 

On the other hand, Al Orthodoxi fields a smaller number of 
basic line-up players and mainly depends on toe experience of 
Lara Masri-Al Naber, Jib an Abdul Noor, Carol Seikaly and 
Ghadah Qandah. They bear Al Ahli 62-47 (3621) in their latest 
match Tuesday. 

STANDINGS 



P 

W 

L 

SF 

SA 

Pts 

Jazireh 

5 

5 

— 

379 

130 

10 

Orthodoxi 

5 

4 

1 

416 

162 

9 

Ahfi 

5 

I 

4 

204 

267 

6 

Abu Nusair 

5 

— 

5 

54 

494 

5 


2000 Olympics 

Rumour mill goes into 
overdrive on eve of vote 


MONTE CARLO (R) — The 
Olympic rumour mil! went into 
overdrive Wednesday on the eve 
of the vote to select toe host city 
for the 2000 Games. 

But toe 1,000 delegates from 
the five bidding dties and toe 900 
media personnel packed into the 
tiny principality of Monaco were 
largely groping in the dark to 
predict which city will get the nod 
from the International Olympic 
Committee (IOC). 

Twenty-four hours before the 
IOC was due to choose between 
Peking. Sydney, Manchester,' 
Beilin and Istanbul, toe consen- 
sus still had Peking as toe prob- 
able winners. 

But for the most part IOC 
members prefer not to advertise 
their voting intentions, which 


leaves toe candidates and the 
media feeding more off fancy 
than fact. 

With generally not a shred of 
tangible evidence to sustain it, 
the rumour mill has still been 
turning faster than the roulette 
wheels in Monte Carlo's plush 
.casinos. 

Among the best yams is the 
suggestion that the Chinese gov- 
ernment intends to nominate 
IOC president Juan Antonio 
Samaranch for the Nobel Peace 
Prize — if Peking gets toe games. 


Queen Noor inaugurates 
Arabian Horse show 

HTV 


By Afeen Bannayan 

Special to tbe Jordan Tones. 


Royal! 

The] 


AMMAN — Her Majesty 
Qneen Noor joined hundreds 
of horseloveis Wednesday at 
the opening ceremony of an 
Arabian Horse Show at toe 
I Stables at Al Hnmmar. 
horse show, which will 
conclude Friday, is pan of 
the five-day 4th Arabian 
Horse at Home Show which 
also features the 2nd Middle 
East Championship. 

The opening ceremony was 
attended by Her Royal High- 
ness Princess Aha Bint Al 
Hussein, President of toe 
Jordanian Arabian Horse 
Society and the Arab orga- 
nisation for Arabian Horses. 

Tbe Ceremony di maxed 






The mounted police taking part m the opening ceremony (photo by 
Aynsley Floyd) 


with tiie show of class 1 (las 
than one-year-old) foals 
'foaled in 1993. First place 
went to Alysoub, owned by 
His Royal Highness Prince 
AK Ben Nayef. Zowar, own- 
ed by the Royal Jordanian 
State Stud, won second 
place, while third place went 
to Ghaitaa, also from tbe 
Royal Jordanian State Stud. 

Over 300 people attending 
the event enjoyed perform- 
ances by the “hajanah” de- 
sert camel patrol, a show by 
the Royal Star Mounted 
Police, a dressage show and a 
parade of horses put together 
by tiie participating countries 
— the United States, Qatar, 
Syria, Iraq, Britain, Morocco 
and Jordan. 

In addition to the horse 
show, the event includes a 
judging course and a course 
in natural therapy and toe 
Kingdom’s first horse race 
fielding purebred Arabian 
horses. 

One of tbe main aims of 
the festival is to give horse b- 
reeders an opportunity to 
qualify their Arabian horses 
to take part in world competi- 
tions. 

Results in Wednesday’s 
morning session of tbe show: 
Class 2 yearling colts 


Queen Noor awards Class 1 first place winner Alysoub (photo by 
Aynsley Floyd) 

Class 3 colts foaled in 1991 
1st place: Scudsly, owned 
by Jordan’s S. Kheir 
2nd place: Kaseh, owned by 
Qatar's Sheikh Nawaf 
3rd place: Safhir, owned by 
Qatar's Sheikh Hamad- Bin 
Khalifa AI Thani. 

Class 4 colts foaled in 1990 
1st place: Kahin, owned by 
Jordan’s Ja’afar Stud. 

2nd place: Badr Al Badia, 
owned by Qatar's Hasson Al 
Matwi 

3rd place: Kabarda Nart, 
owned by Jordan’s S. Tara- 
been 

Class 5 yearling fillies 
1st place: Imperial 
Kamaseyyah, owned by 
Qatar’s Sheikh Hamad Al 
Thani 

2nd place: Shaymaa, owned 
by tdh Royal Jor dani an State 
Stud 

3rd place: Imperial grace, 
owned by Qatar’s Sheikh 
Abdul Aziz Al Thani 
Class 6 fillies foaled in 1991 
1st place: Futoon, owned- 
by Qatar's Al Shaqab Stud 
2nd place: Camilla, owned 
by Jordan's S. Kheir 
3rd place: Ansata Magnifi- 
es, owned by Qatar’s Sheikh 
Abdul Aziz Al Thani 

Class 7 fillies foaled in 1990 
1st place: Fazehra, owned: 
by Jordan's Jaafar Stud 
2nd place: Hamama, owned 
by the Royal Jordanian State. 
Stud 

3rd place: Almasa. owned 
by Jordan's S. Kheir 


1st place: Ai-Safe owned by 
Qatar’s Sheikh Abdul Aziz AJ 
Thani. 

2nd place: Ibn Shahid, own- 
ed by Qatar's Sheikh Nawaf 
Bin Nasser Al Thani. 

3rd place: Rabbaad, owned 
by the Royal Jordanian State 
Stud. 
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One of tbe dass 1 foals which won the admiration oT the crowd 
(photo by Aynsley Floyd) 


FOR RENT 

B Jabal Amman - near- French Embassy 
” (Between 3rd. & 4th Circles) 

Two storey building. Build up area around 
700 sq.m. Spacious rooms, very good 
finishes. Parking for 8 cars. Suitable for 
diplomatic missions. 

Please for more information 
Contact: Al Mansoor Real Estate 
Tel. 693962/1 


furnished apartment for rent 

220 SQ. MS. 

2 bedrooms (1 master), living room, spacious salon, dining 
room, 3 verandas, 2 bathrooms, furnished kitchen. Adjacent to 
Philadelphia Hotel. 

Please contact Mrs. Wafika Al Khija TeL No. 664981 


Welcome to the 

* A BEDOUIN’S BAZAAR ^ * 

20% discount to all diplomatic missions gg 

SPECIAL PRICES ,vi. oe one'ec a very '-are anc 
unicue -srdc'afts oeco,rn ?rc orer-ai lies Carpers, 
brass copper Silver ie.%ei e-. e “tr r y arc a>- kinds or 
g'ds anc soever- r s Cards are welcome ... 

LOCATE. D. •'$>• -o v-h fl . . /.jtc'ncc-'e 

Club-Street, nea: Crib. ■ 

Tel: 824485 - Open daily from 9 a.m. to 9 p.m. 


FOR 

Expat owner selling white Lada Niva (4WD). 11 
months old, excellent condition. 13,000km.. 
Sharp stereo system. Duty paid 

Telephone (office) 603507, ext. 117 


DELUXE FURNISHED APARTMENT 
FOR RENT 

Consists of 3 bedrooms, 2 bathrooms, dining room, sitting 
room, salon, independent central heating & telephone, a 
large terrace and garden. Location: Sweifieh - opposite 
Amra Hotel. 

Call tel. 822788 


FURNISHED APARTMENT 
FOR RENT 

Three bedrooms, one of them master with bathroom, two other 
bathrooms, two living rooms, big kitchen, central heating. 
Amman, next to the University of Jordan. 

Interested, please call 668015 
from 4:00 to 7:00 p.m. 
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TcL: 677420 


COMCOUP 


CONCORD 1 

The Bonfire Of The Vanities 

Shows: 1230. 3:30. 6.15, &30, J0-J0 

CONCORD 2 
Passenger 57 

Stows: 12:30, 3:15, 6:00 8 : 15 , 10-J0 


Qnenra 


Td.: 699238 


Adel Imam 
in> 


Wad Sayyed AI Shaghal 

play 

(Arabic) 

. Shows: 1230. 3:30, 6:00, 8:30 




Td.: 634144 


Robert Redford 
Demi Moore — in 

INDECENT PROPOSAL] 

A special show "tor children at it a.m 
Thursdays, Fridays and Sundays 

Problem Child 2 

Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6:15, 8:30, 10:30 


TeL: 675571 


NaM Al MasM^f 


presents a play entitled; 

Al llm Nuron 

A popular political comedy 
Actors: Abeer Issa, Daoud Jaiajel. 
Hassan Al Shaer. Fuad Shomali 
In addition to other comedians 
Every night at 8:15 
Tickets are sold all day 


Nabil & Hisharfi's Td - : 625155) 

AHLAM THEATRE 

Returns to you Thursday Aug. 

• 26 in the play: 

Arab Summit 
Conference 
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Belgian foreign minister 
arrives today for talks on 

peace process, EC role 


By P.V. Vivekanand 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — r Belgian Foreign 
Minister Willy Claes, current 
chairman of the European 
Community (EC) Council 
of Ministers, arrives here today 
for talks on the Middle East 
peace process in the aftermath 
of the dramatic developments 
in the past four weeks. 

“We look forward to meet- 
ing the Belgian minister and 
exchanging views with him on 
the important events taking _ 
place in the region,” Minister ' 
of State for Foreign Affairs 
Talal A1 Hassan said. 

Mr. Claes' visit is the first to 
Jordan by a senior EC official 
after the signing last week of 
the Israel-Palestinian agree- 
ment on interim autonomy and 
the Jordan' Israeli agenda out- 
lining the principles for a peace 
agreement. 

The lsrael-PLO accord was 
signed on Sept. 13, and Jordan 
formalised its agenda with 
Israel one day later. 

“It is only natural that the 
president of "the EC Council of 
Ministers would like to gain 
first-hand information on the 
views of Jordan, a key player 
in the peace process,” Mr. 
Hassan told the Jordan Times. 

Mr. Claes, who arrived in 
Damascus last night, will spend 
a few hours in Amman “listen- 
ing to Jordanian views on the 
peace process,” said the Bel- 
gian ambassador to Jordan, 
Pierre du Muelenaere. 

His Majesty King Hussein is 
expected to meet with Mr. 
Claes although a definite sche- 
dule was not worked out by 
late Wednesday. The minister 
will be arriving Thursday after- 
noon, and will be leaving Jor- 
dan late evening, the ambassa- 
dor said. 

Prime Minister Abdul Sal am 
A1 Majali and Mr. Hassan are 
scheduled to hold talks with 
Mr. Claes shortly after his 


arrival. 

Jordan enjoys “excellent" 
relations with the EC and the 
EC Executive Commission, 
Mr. Hassan noted. “The talks 1 
of the Belgian minister will 
also include a focus on ways 
and means to enhance rela- 
tions and cooperation between 
the EC as collective body and 
Jordan as well as Jordan and. 
Belgium,' added the minister, 
who served as the Kingdom’s 
ambassador in Brussels as well 
as to the EC, which is based in' 
the Belgian capital. 

Diplomatic sources said they 
expected Jordan to reaffirm its 
support for the lsrael-PLO 
agreement and its pledges of 
support for the implementa- 
tion of the accord as well as 
how the Kingdom intended to 
proceed along the track of its 
own peace talks with Israel on 
the basis of die agenda signed 

on Sept. 14. . 

“Another point of discus- 
sions,” said a European diplo- 
mat, “will definitely be Jor-' 
dan's economy, and how the 
Kingdom perceives itself to be 
affected, negatively and posi- 
tively, by the peace process 
and its developments.” 

Minister of State for Prime 
Minister Affairs Jawad Anani 
said early this week that Jor- 
dan would seek international 
assistance to help its economy. 
But, he said, Jordan will not 
“compete” with the Palesti- 
nians fo such assistance. 

“We would like to see as 
much aid as possible going to 
the Palestinian economy in the 
occupied territories,” he said, 
implying that Jordan would be 
.seeking assistance beyond the 
international funding being 
planned by the World Bank 
and the U.S., a co-sponsor of 
the peace -process, for the 
Palestinians. 

Jordan is also reportedly 
drawing up a demand for com- 
pensation for hosting Palesti- 
nian refugees. No figures have 


been mentioned. 

The EC commission origi- 
nally proposed 500 European 
currency units (ECUs) — 
worth around $600 million — 
as its contribution to support 
the Palestine self-rule envis- 
aged under the lsrael-PLO 
accord. EC sources said later 
that a higher, unspecified 
amount was under considera- 
tion. No final decision has 
been adopted. 

The EC Commission's con- 
tribution will be separate from 
aid from individual members 
of the community. European 
countries will be participating 

in a donors’ conference to be 
held in the U.S. next month to 
discuss contributions to the 
Palestinians. 

An EC delegation is touring 
the oil-rich Gulf states to en- 
courage them to extend sup- 
port for the Palestinians. 
Kuwait said late Tuesday that 
the six members of die Gulf 
Cooperation Council will be 
meeting before the end of the 
year to discuss the issue (see 
page 2 ). 

Israel is counting on stepped 
np trade ties and preferential 
treatment by the EC and 
American arms in return for its 
signing of the agreement with 
the PLO. 

Amidst the international 
flurry of seeking funds for the 
self-rule to support the even- 
tual course towards peace in 
the Middle East, very little has 
been said about Jordan’s eco- 
nomy, which is con tinuing to 
suffer from the severe impact 
of the Gulf crisis and die inter- 
national sanctions imposed 
against Iraq following its inva- 
sion of Kuwait. 

“I expect Jordan to present 
these factors in general terms 
to Mr. Claes during his talks 
here tomorrow,” said the 
European diplomat. 

Mr. Claes will address a 
press conference late Thursday 
before his departure. 



REFUGEE SERVICES: His Royal Highness school in the Hltlin refugee camp outside Amman 
Crown Prince Hassan Wednesday visits a U.N.-run (see page 3) 


Arafat names security force chief 


TUNIS (AP) — Yasser Arafat 
has named the commanders of 
the security force he plans to 
deploy in the Gaza Strip and 
Jericho when Israel withdraws, 
most of them pro-Jordanian 
veterans, according to -a decree 
obtained by the Associated Press. 

The document, issued by Mr. 
Arafat before he left for China 
Tuesday, lists the Palestine Li- 
beration Organisation (PLO) 
chairman as the commander-in- 
chief- of the planned 20,000-man 
“Palestine Central Security 
Force.” 

It also said he wants to deploy 
some units in Gaza knd Jericho 
before the Israeli pullout has 
been completed. 

PLO sources, speaking on con- 
dition of anonymity, said the 
appointments are a preliminary 
list which will be presented to the 
Israelis. 

PLO and Israeli officials are 
currently hammering out details 
of the security arrangements in 
Gaza and Jericho, which under 
the first phase of the Sept. 13 
peace pact signed in Washington 
will be handed over to the PLO 
before the end of the year. 

The rest of the West Bank will 


gain autonomy later and the final 
status of the territories will be 
determined before the end of a 
five-year interim period. 

The list of proposed comman- 
ders includes staunch loyalists 
from Mr. Arafat's old guard and 
his mainstream Fateh faction. 

But there is a preponderance of 
officers from the Jordan-based 
Badr Brigade of the Palestine 
Liberation Army, formed in 1964 
as the PLO's conventional milit- 
ary wing. 

Most of these have strong links 
with the Jordanian army, to 
which the 3,000-strong Badr Bri- 
gade has been attached for the 
last two decades. 

That indicates that Mr. Arafat 
is contemplating dose coopera- 
tion between his forces and Jor- 
dan. He has said a Palestinian 
state will confederate with Jordan 
at some stage. 

Among the appointments are: 

— Maj. Gen. Nasr Yousif, a 
member of the PLO’s Revolu- 
tionary Council and the move- 
ment's general staff, as director 
of national security in the auton- 
omous zones. 

— Maj -Gen. Abu Khali d A1 
Amla, the PLO's former security 


chief in Beirut, as police com- 
mander in Jericho. 

— Maj.-Gen. Al Haj Ismael, 
commander of PLA forces in 
Iraq, and Brig. Mohammad Qud- 
siya, a senior Badr Brigade offic- 
er, as depty police commanders 
in Jericho. 

— Maj. Gen. Abdul Razzak Al 
Nijaideh, who currently com- 
mand PLA forces in Jordan, as 
police commander in Gaza. 

— Maj.-Gen. Kbalid Sultan and 
Maj.-Gen. Mansour Sharif as de- 
puty police chiefs in Gaza. 

— Maj. Gen. Yassen Saadea as 
ordnance commander. 

— Maj.-Gen. Fakhri Sbakoura as 
military intelligence chief. 

— Maj.-Gen. Ahmad Afana, Mr. 
Arafat's deputy chief of staff, as 
director of operations. 

— Brig. Mufrej Abu Humaid, 
commander of PLA forces in 
Yemen, as Mr. Arafat’s security- 
adviser. 

— Gen. Yousef, a veteran guer- 
rilla commander, has already 
been sent to Jordan to work out 
the deployment of the first secur- 
ity force contingent in advance of , 
the installation of the Palestinian 
administration, PLO officials re- 
ported. 


Yeltsin, 
rivals duel 

(Continued from page 
hoped the international commun- 
ity “will understand the necessity 
of the measures adopted," the 
U.N. chiefs spokesman Joe Sills 
said in New York Wednesday. 

Initial reaction from Russia's 
regions, whose backing in the 
struggle may prove crucial, 
appeared mainly favourable to 
Mr. Yeltsin. Some voiced critic- 
ism or took a wait-and-see 
approach. 

Several thousand hardline con- 
servatives and nationalists 
gathered outside parliament on 
Tuesday night and some began 
building barricades amid rumours 
of movements by troops support- 
ing the 62-year-old Kremlin lead- 
er. 

But the night passed calmly 
and the crowd dwindled to a few 
hundred by morning. The De- 
fence Ministry said it was remain- 
ing neutral in the struggle. 

Resuming its session after a 
few hours breaks, parliament 
pased an omnibus resolution on 
“urgent measures to overcome 
the anti-constitutional coup d'e- 
tat." 

It proposed to the public pro- 
secutor’s office, which has beeft 
closer to parliament in the year- 
long struggle for power, to in- 
vestigate and bring ro justice all 
officials who had helped prepare 
the “coup" or had supported it. 


Jordan and the PLO — time fpr new relationship 


(Continued from page 1) 

has been hinting at the possi- 
bility of postponing the next 
parliamentary elections sche- 
duled for Nov. 8 partly due to 
uncertainty of how many 
Palestinians could go back to 
their original homes in Pales- 
tine and what would be the 
exact status of those who either 
choose to stay or are not 
allowed to return. 

Jordanian officials bad indi- 
cated just before Mr. Arafat’s 1 
arrival that this would be an 
item of discussion with the 
PLO, and a final decision on 
whether to hold or postpone 
the elections would largely de- 
pend on the outcome of the 
talks. It was not immediately 
dear whether that the issue 
was actually discussed and, if 
so, to what extent the two 
leaders attempted to find 
answers to the many crucial 
questions that are being asked 
and debated. 

A senior Jordanian official, 
however, told the Jordan 
Tunes that the issue did not 
come up, except in the most 
general way, but mostly in 
wbat concerns the displaced 
persons (refugees from the 
1967 war) and their chances of 
partidpating in the elections 
for the Palestinian legislative 
council envisaged in the auton- 


omy accord. “All those who 
hold Jordanian passports, 
whether from Palestinian ori- 
gin or otherwise, will have the 
right to vote if mid when elec- 
tions are held here,” the offi- 
cial said. “It is purely an inter- 
nal Jordanian matter that the 
PLO is not involved in.” 

The Jordanians are split 
down the middle on the issue 
. of the elections, but not neces- 
sarily those from Palestinian 
origin, introducing in the pro- 
cess the new-old element of the 
Jordan ian-Palestinian divide in' 
. the political alignment of the 
country. The dominant factor 
had hitherto been polarisation 
around either the Islamists’ or 
establishment’s ideals and poli- 
cies. 

Another major concern for 
Jordan, which might also have 
a significant impact on the in- 
ternal situation in the King- 
dom, is the proposal for con- 
federation between Jordan and 
a future Palestinian state. 

Mr. Arafat, after his Sept. 
20 meetings with the King, said 
that the confederation idea was 
not discussed, but “I am com- 
mitted to confederation, be- 
cause this is our political prog- 
' ramme and I had been elected 
by our Palestine National 
Council (PNC) according to 
this programme, based on 
dear PNC resolutions, con- 


firming confederal relations 
between Jordan and Palestine, 
according to the free choice of 
the two peoples." 

For historical reasons, but 
especially after the agreement 
on mutual recognition between- 
the PLO and Israel, some 
Jordanian offidals have gener- 
ally been sceptical about 
Palestinian determination to 
opt for confederal relations 
with the Kingdom rather than 
with Israel. And Jordanian 
feazs had been further fuelled 
by certain articles in the Oslo 
agreement which bared Israel’s 
intentions to link the future 
Palestinian economy to that of 
Israel. Jordan realises that 
Israel, with a $60 billion eco- 
nomy, cannot only absorb a 1 
Palestinian economy that is 20 
times smaller but can also pre- 
vent Jordan form reaping any 
peace dividend, whether it re- 
sults from the funds that are 
expected to be allocated to 
development in the occupied 
territories or from exports to 
and economic cooperation 
with the new entity. 

Jerusalem also remains a big 
concern for Jordan, although 
the King and His Royal High- 
ness Crown Prince Hassan 
have been referring to it not as 
a political issue but as one that 
concerns Al Waqf (Islamic 
property belonging to the 


state) and the custodianship of 
the holy places. 

The “agenda” agreement 
that Jordan signed with Israel 
on Sept. 14 included no refer- 
ence to Jerusalem, but 'that was 
not the only reason why the 
accord drew criticism from 
Islamists and other Jordanian 
rejectionisTs. The agenda also 
drew fire from them because it 
is more of a declaration of 
principles and commits Jordan 
not to threaten Israel by any 
use of force and to the elimina- 
tion of weapons of mass des- 
truction in the Middle East 

According to Prune Minister 
Abdul Salam Al Majali, who 
had originally negotiated the 
agenda with the Israelis as 
chief delegate to the peace 
talks, the agreement was basi- 
cally over five major issues of 
concern to Jordan — the re- 
turn of Jordanian land occu- 
pied bv Israel (350 so -km -occu- 
pied after the 1967 war), water 
rights, solving the problem of 
Palestinian refugees stuck in 
Jordan and preventing the 
forced transfer of Palestinians 
from the West Bank to the 
East Bank, as well as security 
for both sides. 

Except for two minor 
amendments that were necessi- 
tated by the new reality of 
Palestinian independence, the 
agenda agreement was the 


same as that readied during 
the seventh round of bilateral 
talks held in- Washington last 
October. The announcement 
of die agreement had been 
held back by the previous gov- 
ernment of Sharif Zeid Ibn 
Shaker partly to prevent an 
expected uproar in the now- 
dissolved Parliament over it 
but also because Jordan 
wanted to make it a point to 
the Palestinians that it would 
not step ahead of them in 
making peace with Israel. 

Dr. Majali announced on 
the day of the signing that the 
joint Jordanian-Palestinian de- 
legation, which had attended 
the 12 rounds of negotiations 
together, was now separating 
into independent teams. His 
government, however, has not 
talked about what the new 
legal status of the delegation 
might be, considering that the 
“autonomy” agreement still 
mentioned the joint delegation 
by name. 

A last-minute change to the 
Israeli- Palestinian declaration 
of principles on the day of the 
signing (Sept. 13) introduced 
“the PLO delegation" instead 
of “the Palestinian delegation” 
but kept it under the “joint 
delegation to the Middle East 
peace conference,” according 
to information available to the 
Jordan Times. 


Demjanjuk 
arrives 
in U.S. 

NEW YORK (AP) — Seven 
years after he left the United 
States in handcuffs on charges 
that he was a notorious Nazi 
John Demjanjuk retnrned 
Wednesday as a free man. 

The 73-year-old . Demjanjuk, 
acquitted of being Nazi guar* 
nicknamed “Ivan the terrible, 
flew in ori an El Al jet that 
touched down at 6:40 a.m. (1040 
GMT) at Kennedy international 
airport. A chartered smaller 
plane awaited him, apparently to 
'take him back to his home in 
Ohio. 

Mr. Demjanjuk was quiet dur- 
ing the flight, speaking to repor- 
ters only through his family. “It is 
time for him to fade bade into 
normal life,' said his son-in-law 
Ed Nishnic. 

Other passengers were more 
vocal. 

“They gave him bread to eat 
and I’m supposed to touch it after 
him?” yelled Edea Kohada, an 
Israeli woman who resides in Los 
Angeles. 

The Ukrainian-born Demjan- 
juk, a retired autoworker from 
the Qeveland suburb of Seven 
HUls, had been imprisoned in 
Israel foe 7 Vi years, five of them 
under a death sentence. 

He had been extradited from 
the United States and convicted 
in an Israeli court of being 
“Ivan” a guard at the Treblinka 
camp. He said he was a Soviet 
soldier captured by the Nazis. 

' Since the conviction, evidence 
has emerged from newly opened 
Soviet archives casting strong 
doubt that Mr. Demjanjuk was 
“Ivan.” The Israeli supreme 
court overturned the conviction 
in July, but said there was strong 
evidence Mr. Demjanjuk baa 
served as a guard at Sobibor, 
another camp in Nazi-occupied 
Poland. 

At Israel's Ben Gurion airport 
angry passengers shouted as De- 
mjanjuk boarded the jet 

“He should have stayed in pris- 
on. In my opinion, he’s ns guilty 
as guilty can be,” said 72-year-old 
Edward Spicer of Los Angeles 
Mr. Spicer said he was impris- 
oned in four Nazi camps during 
World War U. 

Mr. Demjanjuk remained 
jailed until all appeals were ex- 
hausted. 

As he took the seat on the jet, 
Mr. Demjanjuk was. surrounded 
.by relatives and bodyguards. 
Asked how he felt, he smiled 
slightly but did not otherwise 
reply. 

“We fed really good. We can't 
wait to get home," Mr. Nishnic 
answered instead. 

• Mr. Demjanjuk was brought 
to the airport, not far 'from Tel 
Aviv, in a police convoy that 
'included seven police cars and 
two vans, after being freed parh'er 
from the maximum security 
Ayalon prison. 

Still, across Israel, the emo- 
tions stirred by Mr. Demjanjuk 
have largely ebbed. Six years ago, 
his trial obsessed the country, 
with proceedings broadcast live 
and avidly followed. When a 
court Sunday cleared the way for 
his release, it no longer was front- 
page news. 

Mr. Demjanjuk flew from New 
York to a small Ohio airport to 
jeers before heading to an undis- 
closed location. 

About 50 demonstrators were 
waiting for him when he arrived 
at the John F. Kennedy airport in 
New York and they pledged not 
to leave him in peace and that 
there would be other demonstra- 
tors when he arrived in Cleve- 
land. 

But he slighted Qeveland for 
the small airport in nearby Medi- 
na where there was no one wait- 
ing for him, according to the 
co-pilot of the airplane Paul 
Fiorino. 


Rehabilitation of Iran, Iraq and efficient use of funds could dilute opposition 


From Michael Jansen in Tunis 


OPPOSITION to the Oslo 
accord signed in Washington 
on Sept. !3 by the Palestine 
Liberation Organisation 
(PLO)' and Israel comes from 
governments and groups in the . 
region which have been iso- 
lated by the post-cold war 
world order. The governments 
are those of Iran and Iraq and 
the groups are leftist Palesti- 
nian factions based in Damas- 
cus and Islamists — the 
Lebanese HizboJIah and the 
Palestinian Hamas and Islamic 
Jihad movements. 

In the view of Mohammad 
Abu Htjla (Abu Jafar), a 
senior PLO official, most orga- 
nised opposition could be con- 
.tained by ending the 
of Iran and u! - 

pciiiu'jl nr.d ."..i.inc:..:! !V.:r:.*.ge- 

ment ot the in pie mentation of 
the accords so that the leftist 
and Islamist dissidents cannot 
use popular discontent to cre- 
ate opposition. 

The main focus of attention 


would be the occupied territor- 
ies where an “immediate injec- 
tion” of substantial financial 
assistance would demonstrate 
that the Oslo accord could 
change things for the better for 
families living at subsistence 
level, particularly in the Gaza 
Strip. There could be such an 
injection of funds, PLO Qiair- 
man Yasser Arafat said, if the 
Gulf states were to release 
“hundreds of millions of dol- 
lars" in revenues collected 
from Palestinian expatriates in 
“liberation” tax since the 1990 
Kuwait crisis. 

The next step would be to 
inject short-term aid of about ’ 
$700 million pledged by Scan- 
danavia. the European Com- 
munity, the U.S. and Japan. 



v- ,n 

Gaza and the West Bank. 

Mr. Arafat was particularly 
concerned about the in- 
creasingly saline water in Gaza 
causing kidney and liver ail- 
ments among the population 
there. Over the long-term the 


World Bank is prepared to 
provide $4.3 billion in develop- 
ment loans at one per cent 
interest for five years, he said. 
These sums would launch the 
PLO’s $11.5 billion develop- 
ment plan drawn up by Dr. 
Yusef Sayegh currently in 
Washington for discussions 
with the bank. 

Iran’s opposition could be 
reduced if the international 
community would reinstate the 
Islamic republic and provide 
the sort of financial incentives 
it requites to rebuild its devas- 
tated economy after 14 years of 
mismanagement by the mul- 
lahs. Such aid and investment 
would strengthen the so-called 
“moderates" among the ruling 
ckxics who would be in a jxas i- 
'mm to curb the adflentufSt 
“radicals" opposed to the 
Arab-lsrael peace process as a 
betrayal of the “Islamic land” 
of Palestine. 

If Iran could be neutralised, 
its support for the Lebanese 
Hizbollab movement would 


fall off and if there was a 
settlement with Beirut involv- 
ing Israeli withdrawal from 
Lebanon, Hizbollah would be 
deprived of its casus belli and 
the Lebanese army would be 
free to police the frontier area. 

The Hamas and Islamic 
Jihad would be much less 
effective as opposition group- 
ings if their financial suppor- 
ters in the Gulf — Kuwait and 
Saudi Arabia — were to cm 
funds for health, educational 
and social welfare services the 
Islamists provide for the poor 
in Gaza and the West Bank. 
Abu Jafar made it clear that 
the main reason the oil-rich 
states backed these Islamic dis- 
sidents was "opposition to the 
PLO.” If there was rapproche- 
ment following the Gulf Coop- 
eration Council’s endorsement 
of the PLO-Israel accord, 
funding for Islamic militants 
should end. Abu Jafar 
asserted. 

Sudan, the only other coun- 
try which might have backed 
Islamic opposition to the 


accord, extended its support to 
the PLO instead during a 
meeting between Mr. Arafat 
Lieutenant-General Omar Al 
Bashir and Dr. Hassan Toura- 
bi in Khartoum. Abu Jafar said 
the chairman had been "sur- 
prised” to find Dr. Tourabi 
more accommodating that the 
general. 

Iraq could be brought into 
the pro-settlement Arab con- 
sensus if the West were to lift 
economic sanctions imposed in 
1990 and permit the sale of 
Iraqi oil so that the country 
could again begin to pay its 
way in the word. Because Iraqi 
President Saddam Hussein has 
supported the PLO. Jordan 
and Egypt during its 1989 
"peace offensive.” his backii 
fecJbe pskfjjj 
forthcoming iri . t 
permitted to rejoin the world 
community. 

Abu Jafar insisted: “As a 
secular state Iraq should be 
brought back into the coalition 
of secular regimes which 
oppose fundamentalism." This * 



would mean a volte face to- 
wards Saddam Hussein by the 
U.S. and its Western coalition 
partners, he admitted. 

Satisfaction of Syria’s de- 
mand for the restoration of its 
sovereignty over the Golan 
Heights is essential as it would 
compel Damascus to suppress 
dissident Palestinian factions 
which operate there. Only one 
of these retains a substantial 
popular constituency in Pales- 
tine, the Popular Front for the 
Liberation of Palestine (PFLP) 
led by George Habash. But his 
long-time lieutenant, Bassam 
Abu Sharif, now a political 
adviser to Mr. Arafat, says of 
the doctor: “He is a man of the 
past, a man living in the past. 
'£e has not recognised what 
iaif Tiappcned in the world 
since the Soviet Union col- 
lapsed. We must face the new 
world and look ahead to the 
future of our people who are 
suffering, who are starving.” 

In Abu Jafar's opinion, a 
comprehensive settlement in- 


volving the PLO. Syria, Leba- 
non and Jordan and approved 
by the Arab countries of the 
Middle East could lead to new 
“security arrangements." 
perhaps even a “mutual secur- 
ity pact.” The object of such a 
pact would be to promote poli- 
tical stability among the “secu- 
lar” regimes of the region and 
economic development of their 
resources so their people 
would not tum in desperation 
to “the Islamic solution." 

Asked if Turkey, and ulti- 
mately even Iran, couldr be 
brought into whatever regional 
system was set up, Abu Jafar 
responded: “Baghdad pact” 
involving the Arabs with the 
“northern tier" of Iran and 
Turkey which the U.S. and the 
U.K. tried to construct in the 
fifties to defend the Middle 
East from the Soviet Union. 
Instead, membership of a new 
regional arrangement should 
- be confined to countries with a 
common identity and shared 
interests. 



Border blockade 
stems tide of illegal 
immigrants 

CIUDAD JUAREZ, Mex'fep 
(AP) — Juan Rios has been 
crossing the Rio Grande illegally 
every day for seven months — 
with hardly any problems — .to 
get to his job as a painter’s 
assistant in El Paso, Texas. On 
Monday, he ran into Operation 
Blockade. About 400 border pat- 
rol agents began "the - round-the- 
clock watch last weekend along a 
20-mile (32-kflometres) stretch of 
the U.S. border, from El Paso to 
Sunland Park, N.M. The goal is 
to deter people from trying to 
cross, rather than trying to catch 
them once they're in the United 
States. “I’ve never seen it like 
this,” Rios said as he waited 
patiently on an international 
bridgy with dozens of others hop- • ' 
ing ini vain to aet across. “What V, 
their jproblem?" The problem; 
officials say, is the thousands of 
illegal immigrants who flood into 
the United States from Mexico 
each day. The bridge from . 
Ciudad Juarez to El Paso is a big 
crossing point. Many Mexicans 
take boats under the bridge, 
climb up the banks and slip 
through holes in the border 
fence. Others just walk across the 
bridge, hiding behind cars or 
trucks, then make a dash past 
U.S. customs agents. Sylvestre 
Reyes, chief border patrol agent 
in El Paso, said he derided to fry 
a blockade after community' 
members complained about 
crime in border areas and the 
sheer numbers of illegal border 
crossCrs. “This type of operetta- 
is ax this point the most effective 
and realistic response." he said. 

Deng Lin 
discharged from 
S. Korean hospital 

SEOUL (AFP) — Deng Lm, the 
daughter of China's paramount 
leader Deng Xiaoping, was dis- 
charged from a hospital in Jaejon 
Wednesday after falling ill earlier 
in the week while touring Expo 
*93. a hospital spokesman said. 
The spokesman for Sun Hospital 
said Ms. Deng, 52, was dis- 
charged because her temperature 
had returned to normal although 
she was not, fully recovered from 
fyer acute tonsillitis. Ms. Deng 
collapsed Monday with chills and 
a high fever while touring the ate 
of Expo *93 in Taejon, some 250 
kilometres (150 miles) south of 
Seoul, and was immediately 
rushed to the hospital. She a Vf 
rived in South Korea on Sept, fl 
as one of several Chinese artists 
whose works are featured at an 
exhibition that opened in Seoul 
two days later. Shortly after her 
arrival, she told a press confer- 
ence her aging father was in good 
health, dismissing recent specula- 
tion he was gravely ill. -*■ 

Smoking may be _ 
more dangerous 
for women— study : 

NEW YORK (AFP) — Women 
seem more prone to lung cancer 
from cigarette smoking than men; 
with women who smoked the' 
most facing the largest risk, a new 
study ; suggests. . For women who, 
smoked the equivalent of a pack% 
day for 60 years the disparity was 
the greatest. Female smokers at ' 
that level had 82 times the risk of 
lung cancer of non-smoking* 
women, while heavy male smoky ■ 
era had 23 times the risk of their' 
non-smoking counterparts, said' 
Dr. Harvey Riscfa, an associate 
professor of epidemiology and" 
public health at the Yale Um-’ 
versity School of Medicine. The* 
study was published in the Amer- 
ican Journal of Epidemiology;' 
But Dr. Michael Thun of the;. 
American Cancer Society said no 
one study could prove that’ 
women were more prone to lung' 
cancer from smoking than men.. 
Other studies, he said, had shown 
the opposite. 

France steps up ^ 
fight against drugs * 

PARIS (R) — France has - : 
announced a fresh drive against 
drugs, a scourge affecting up to 
300,000 people and blamed for' 
thousands of deaths each year.' 
Prime Minister Edouard Balladur i 
said Tuesday he would step up 
action at home and cooperation 
abroad and spend 85 million 
francs ($15 million) to crack 
down on traffickers, treat addicts 
and stage large publicity cam- 
paigns to warn teenagers off. 
drugs. “The government is felly. . 
determined to fight this scourge 
whose individual and collective.: 
consequences are disastrous.". 
Mr. Balladur told a news confer- 
ence. He said France would make 
implementation of the Schengen 
Agreement on free circulation of ; 
people within the European 
Community conditional upon its iu 
IMrtners abiding by EC resolu-Lf 
tions on drugs and improving. \ 
operational cooperation: - 






